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THE OPERATIONS OF THE MACHINE GUN PLATOCN, COMPANY *B%,
FIRST BATTALION, TWENTY-NINTH RECIMENF(SIXTH MURINE
DIVISTON}, AT CKINAWA, RYUKYUS ISLANDS, 1«18 APRTL, 1945,
(RYUKYUS GM{PAIGN}(PERSONAL BXPERIENOES OF THE MACHIMNE
GUN PLATOON LEADER})
INI'RODUGT.IGN _

The war in the Paocifio Theater, frum ths first victory on Guadaloanal
until the battle for the 'Philippine Isiands, had progressed favorably for
the United States froops sngaged thersin. The huge squesze movement, which
started in the Solomon Islande, had resulted 1in slowly but surely pushing
+he Jépaneae off the wvarious 1slend groups. These, the Japs had, for the
main part, cacupied by force of songuest, By March, the squeezs had embra-
gad gll the major .grcups axcopting the Ryukyus, Formosa; and the Japanese |
Islands themselves. v '

In view of this fact, it was then decided,iby higher headquerters,
that the time was rips to start ancther campalgn ubilizing the joirﬂ: land
combined forees of the Army, Wevy, Marine Corps, and Ccast Guard. Unknown
to -I;hose rzho{!;u{;l: ;Lma-hely A‘Pouéﬂ% -Eh:.sjdecze:_on( ot leagt the major percewntags
of -I',hen:j Oigﬁ.uawa-Shims:-in the Ryukyus CGroup, just south of the main islands
of Japan, was selected as the target, (1)

The Tanth Army was tha' unit selscted for this operation, The Third
Amphidbicus Gorps was the- Marins Corps ccmponert of the ge;r,enﬁ r1.111?!."&;, it being
made up of the Firet, Second, ard Sixth, Marine Divieions, Pionesr, Engineer,
Artillery and other supporting units, Some twelve-hundred ships of the Navy
and Coast Guard, "the largest war floet that ever sailed" (2), was to support
the landlng of the Tewmth Army. _

Gonsiatiﬁg of the F_our'th, -.‘I‘wanty-ﬁaoond, Twenty-Ninth Ragiments, and
supporting arms.and sarvices, the Bixth Merine Diviaion was formed on the Island
of Guadaloanal, Solomon Islands, in September 1944, (3) Both the ét_h and 32nd
Regiments were o'orﬁba'l; exporionced and the First Battalion of the 29th had dis-
tinguished 1lieglif in the \biﬁ;er fighﬁihg on Saipan, where it was at_:i:achad as a

| {1) 4-2, pe 3785 (2) 41, P« 455 (3) A=, ps 1, '
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part of the First Provieional Marine Brigade, The Battalion wae engaged in
the fierce fighting for the strateglie landmark, Moun:b Tapotohau, which was
taken only after heavy losses 1o those engaged in its captures (3) The two
other battalions of the 2%h, were hand plcked, well trained, and spirited
persomel, _

Tt was amidet the seitings of the first victories of World War II that
the staging mrea wae sot for the conbinuance of the relentless atteck on the
Jepansse }‘Ehnpizfe. There tooy the Sixth Mariws Divielon trainéd, workod,stud=
isd, and finally bocame the well soordinated fighting machine whilch was to
assanlt the Japs on the island of (kinewa, in the Ryukyus groups Bub, it was
not urbil the troops were well eboard their ships and the Sixth had sailed
from “The Canal®, on Mareh 15, 1945, that all hands were informed that the
destirebion was to be Okinewas. The ubtmost secrecy had surrounded the sutire
training period 80 as to obtain the meximum surprise sffeot, Many of the men
had spsculated on the new target. Soms suggesied Fomosa, others thought the
northern Philippines, while the more pessimistie ventured the suggestion that
| the main iglande of Jupan might be the new operational area. {4)

8o, on March 18, 1945, embarked aboaré all types of modern, cozﬁbe:l:, Bo&=
craft, the Divislon sailed from Guadakcaval, The 29th Marine Regiment was
cmﬁmt 1oé.ded aboard APA's { Assault Persommel Trausports }, while ths other
oxesss supplies to be umad for the comblinuocus support ware stowed aboard AKA's |
( Asssult Cargo Ships J. (5)

Although each of the uhi’%!@/of the Firset Battalibr/had trai;med diligent-
1y, and as thoroughly, us the rest of the fegiment’, and w&gg-in +ha pink of
condition, there wag no relaxing of itraining,. Th:l.s $raining did not, of eoursse
indlude the type of work the men had performed in the staging arsas; but was
rather thel informative type. Men were briefed as to what they could sxpect
in this, the firsi oconquest of a Japanees populuted and inhablted land. The
Intelligence repoﬁ:g% whnich were rolayed on to the men, gave the approximake
number of netives as some 400,000, some excellawt maps wers handed out for
(3) A-‘i, pe 43 (&) A-&E@jﬁ] (5) A=4s Do 5 & A8,
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the study of the types of ferrain that could be expected, {6) The men wers
+01d that there wers poisconous snakes on thies next landing-siep, among
whioh wae the deadly Habu, A1l hands shuddersd at the veport bhat leprosy
wag prevélawﬁ, and that nearly all of the natlves werse infeoted with a type
of dlarchea or one of many other kinds of diseases, {7} Cowsiderable inter-
o8l was arfoused in the report that the matives were &r;:-.:‘-old oivilization,
bt extrsmefly primitive in their way of life, Such reports as the fasct
that the heaviest resistance of the entire Pacidio oampaignf,ﬁ:)as expectod,
because o}:iihé_;cioée proximity to the n@aiﬁ Islands of Japan, wsoeived
with stern faces and tight lips, A= /a‘/resglt of this last bit of news, .all
hands and the ship's cooki‘_-;{;ere pré;aared for the worst and knew in their
hearts that this resistance would last from LOVEWDAY urtil the last Jap
was dead. (8) | -

Too meny of the intelligemes reports were quite haszy, but were rsgeived
with donsiéerabla sageTrees. All of the rlnen know that there wae a gi*a:.:_g lack
-of surrewt information available and 1% was not unususl for the "var'ious_‘
platoon leaders to be confrombed with the question,® Any new dope, to-day?",

At laet word was recsived by the Baf-balion_oomander, that LVE-DAY
wat scheduled 0 be Easter Sunday, April 1st, 1945. (9) A tenseness, octopus=
like in its embracement, gripped all hands. This, being broken only by the
senl-humorous rémiﬁ‘k, " Ti's April Pool's Day, too, Won&e’r if wo'll got n
big foolin',*{®) Weapons were cheoked and :r-o-cheoked.'ﬁl-o{;her goar was
carefully 100&@& é.f-ber,é to make ‘sure it wag in the right plase for instant
uss . Each niem'béi' of %Te qpﬁba:h teaxﬁ wee as high apiri;ted, yet grim, as o

[TRIATL I :
high spirited Purebra?l Just before its first rees,

THE GEKERAL SI‘I’U&TIG{ — ;J‘_ zl‘-v};\f";'--_ TS SR R H

The Third Amphibious Corps and the TWsrrty':-Fonrth ivmy Corps were ito
atback abreast, on the west coast of the Ieland, directly opposite the two
vital airfields, Youtan and Xadevm. They were to seize ard hold thess polnts
{6) a-_83 (7)_3—5 & K-l p. 403 (_s; 4=83 (9) A=l, D+ 45, A=R, D. 383 &
A=%y pe 5 & A-8; (10) &=B, & A=6.
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agalnst all enemy rew.iatﬁnoe. The Third &uphibious Corps, comsisting of the
First and Sixth Marine Divisions { the Second Diviaion wes in Army reserve) (11)
wap asfigrned the mission of taking and holding Yonmtan Airfield, The Sixth
Division, on thé nori;h-side of the sector of hitack, wat é.ssigned Green
AN B 0.  Boachos, one and two, and Red Beachos, one ¢ two, and three. The attack was .
e

PPwaiite g0 be made with the Fourth and Twerty=Second Reglmanie abrsasi, and the

}V‘f}}}l [ 2 "=

:{,;?uj:::z{f?TW?EW"Niubh in Qorpe reserve, The 4th ¢on Red Beaohes and the Twenty-S@c§nd
pr 1ELEY ? f on Green, HeHour, LOVE-DAY, was to bs 0830, (129
I Fach member of {the Machline Gun Platoon of (ompany “BY, First Bettalion,
received the final a’t‘[;aok';r\:a}i{ﬁ"tha stolcism which is prevelaut in the avsrage
machine gurner,
f With the meseipt of the final atiamck order, there was aleo the 1ssuanee
! of the Battalion debarkation order, To sxplain in party thie is the order of
I attack as It refers to the individuml units leaving the mother ship prior to
| landing onthe bsach, 80 arranged 'f;h&ﬁ ne complste fighting unit is in any
': oha emall boat . There mey bs; for instance, one platoon of riflemen and =
-'; gaction of machine gunrers ssrigned to one typs of landing cra¥t. (1§)
: Practise frrmaticng were hsld to insure that sash m&n on the ship -
knew exactly what boat he was f{o embark in, wiet time he wes to come up to
the top-side and on which side ~f the ship he was to take his p‘la.oe. Every-
thing excap-t't;he aétual ;Jmh&rking was 'practicad. Thig had besn practiced
time and time again, whils Iin the staging ares, This drill, prior io an
actual landing, mekes for = maximﬁm of afficiency, with a minimum of con-

e T F P

fusion, ’I‘hut latter aetall -13 one af the prime fectors to be considersd in
an amphiblous opsraticn. 4n sxsess of confusion and ddsorganizetion can
definitely affasct the proper, gmooth., eonrdination of the fighting team as
it prapares for its final action. One slip in ths loading of the smallest

vegsel can unduly and urneceasarlly high'bsn the aiety of the parﬁcnnel

o e

(11) a-2, p. 366, 35‘?, 3694 |¥a "c,] (22) A-—l, Pe 445 {13) A6,




making the &saaultu{.lé) .

The Ctmpany Commander, Company “BY, charged the machine gun platoon
lsader with the raspcnsibility of assigning the various ssetiong of his plate
oon, #¢ that a maximum of suprort was squally distribubted throughout the
Company. 4 general piun wes suggested by the machine gun platoon leader and
subsequantliy presanted to the Company Cwman dsr, for the suggastaa employ—~
ment of the Yguns" and the distribution of the various erews,

The first SQction,.undar contfol of Sgt. Cunningiam, was to embark,
wi%ﬁ their heavy machine gune, with the flrst platoon, in boat number twenty
6ix. The sscond ssefion, with Corporal Blocmstrand in control, was essigned
to the second platcon, Whilc the third section was in supvort of the third
platoon, with Corvoral Greemstein in combtrol. The Gumnery Sergeant of the
machine gun platoon, Gunnery Sergeant Bagwell, slong with two rupners would
a¢company the coﬁpany Commandser in hie boat. The machine gun platoon leader
was told thet he would bs with the sesond platoon in their vessal. (15)

¥ow thet a8ll arrangements w.re made and the vers.nnel therourhly brief-
ad , we wers ready for the operatinn, .

A% Love minus three hours, 0530, all hands were awaks and listening
to the battle as 1t gob underway. %o several of the row @%n it was qulte a
thrilling sxperience ¢ hear the naval gunfire as it lambasted ths beach.
Several of the earlier rirsrs saw the distawbt hills of Okinawa fade irto
obgcurity &s the five, eight, fourteen and sixteen inch rifles of ths nevy,
blasted away =t the suppssed stronghalds of the snemy on the rypidly disa~

i,
b

ppearing beachss east of tho ship.{14) s
. \ _ ak

High in the sky, an occeusional glimpse could be had of thenMErine
Fighter Wing, asxﬁ%Pdropped bombe throughout the sect-r of atiack,

A surprising number of the men aboard, marinss that is, ate a hearty

{14) A-6; (15) A=63 (18) A-1, p. 45.




o °
broakfast of steak and eggs with all ‘the trimmings, whils the prelimingry
strile was progressing. Even as late as H minue thirty minutes, some of the
porEnmnel, who wese lator o make the landine, were so uneenesrned about the
whols affair ihet they were playing & few last sames of "Zoey-Ducy™ and e¢ribb-
age, Perhans it was a false air of braggadocioy who knows? Maybe it was only
to hide their trus feelinge.of narvous arxiety.{17) |

Finally, a% 0830, in thre wmisty, smoke filled distance, one ¢~uld dis~
gorne the activity of small boots laaving tho parent ship, salling a sherd
distance, and then start the sseminply endlses eireling whish prededes the
final jumping off for the beach. Then a long, but staggered line of these
boats heédeé for their aassigred beach areas, Men alorg the lafe lines wers
quiet, thoughtfnl, and wondering what the near future held for those in the
ficst wave. All hands tensely waited for the first teporis to coms tu the
ship.

Then cams the nstounding and unbslieveable news, “"Rittle or no enemy
reagistance on all beaches,are proeesding inland toward Yontan Airfield.“.

At anproximaﬁely 1600, nr H plus two hnurS, word was recéolved thai the
22nd Mrzna Rogiment, on the lefi flank of the Divielon sector had requested

that the R29th Regimant be relsasasd from Corps regerve and landed to protest

ACTION BEGINS FOR MACHTIME GUN PLATOON

Thue begen the acti-n ~f ths Machine Gun Platoon, Company "B", First

Bn., 29th Regimont.

Upnn hitiing the boach under x ~ow hanging smoks clouds, it was observ~
ad that our nwr frisndly tanks wege manusverine back and f£orih over the

distant low hills and farm lands, Many airolanes. could bs sesr in the

(17} A=l, po+ 453 & {}-gi (18) A=1, p.47, A-4, P 5, A=7 p. 135 .~ ° -1,
AR "




vicinitf of Yowtan and they were apparently engaged in blasting tho eremy
from stroneg held positions,

Black billowing ¢louds of smoks were heaviest over the eirfield which
had been overrun by ¥ plus sne hour, whils the 29nd on the right had cap-
tured thoir objective by H plus twé houre, this being Captle Hillyand was
actually the objectivé for Love plus two days.{19) Without wasting one
mintte of the remaining deylight hours, the First Battslion rapidly reor-

PR A ganized, on the be'ach, and proeseded rapldly to the left flank of the 22nd

i:;f:ﬂ !i; Ma.-rines Becﬁo{h'gf__gg__tgip. Company YA" on the leoft, "B" on the right, and
oA "gharlie” company in battalion reserve.
The ?ii-st Platoon, "BY C-mpany, with the first machine gun section
f:?&—ff; . &.ft&chad, occﬁpied the ripht see‘b.or of the company front, the Scoend Pla-
-\{ﬁ::il” toon was asszgned the left, and had the socond ssction nf machine guns
at'ks.ched. The third machine gun sestion was in Company recerve wikth the thied
i latoon, snd tho sixby mortars bronght up the rear ~f the company.{20) 2,
Enpsriw 10 g e RS B&J.;?i"f B BBl B2 e
{ Moving rapidly , for a D-{Love) Day speed, M%mipushed_ north
?Ttoward the extremity of Zempa h{isaki. Peninaui&.{Zl) )
iB) ‘-'f’zs | - An ordey had been received, earlisry fo drop and pilq'}""én 8 ¢ommon
-Hi;::f‘:f\{’ dunp, ‘8ll excoss items of equipment such as gas magks, oxtra retions, and
;‘;1}"{“10; _ﬁ:the heavy meehine guns. Tt ﬁaﬁ thought that the heavies would be employed
in .‘I:he initial lending in the event thai the operation went bad for the in-
.vading troops, true they had bsen landed with the comrany. Howoeve. the
v ;1igh'l'.s followed clossly and soon teok the place of the heavier weaprne in
;f(g}q@ the rapid movement to follow.(22)}
zz;’i;;ﬁﬂ‘*f; The movement up the peninsule was unevertful with very few eremy ent

Gf THEL I’S“ countered in the battali-n ares of advance. Thes . scattéred.few wera quickly
e BeoTy Aoer’ wage =1 a7 L] faP Ev¥e
Tt Lexd, killed, and the company set up its defense for tho niﬂh‘h (23} It was decided
FLA 64~
Figre e 2t by the Company Bomm_a_nder that he would utilize the heavy machine gune which

12T b a(lg A~l, p. 473 (230) A-8; {21} A-1, p. 544 A~7 p. 13 22) A-8;
r\r ;\il,’df‘-EE?ag "8: A-l, p. 54- ’ ', ’ p ‘ ( ) ’
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had followed the compan%/ in the jesp trailer., Accompanying the Compeny
Commander on his rocomnaisance of tho area to bs defended on this, the first
nipht ashore, the machine gun platcon lsadsr discoversd that the maln direc-
tion of possible assault of the position would coms from the south sast, if
st all. The company having besen organized intn a perimeter defense, he then
employed the guns on the Llunks of the area, to adequatdly cover the low
rolling ground to the south—east. ALl twelve guns in the platoon were used,
Bix heavies and six lights. Since thore wors vot adequate personnel to man
all of the guns the crewe wers of nécessity eut down, there being a gunner,
an assistant, and two ammunition supply psrzonnal assipned to each.
However, by dawn of the an day, il wes aprarsnt that thess eliaborats

: plana hed besn futils in that there ware nc enemy in the irmsdiote area, The

neavy runs were re-loaded inmto the trailer and the company mede plans to

?
cortinue, with the battalion and rejrin the 22nd Marines inland.

Informatiom was received on the morning of the 2nd of April, that
during the night and morning bsth the 4th and 22nd Mariros had met with
resistance, suffering ouite a few cssualiiss and the advance of the divi-
sion had boen matervielly held up.(R4)

Upon moving out from tﬁe praa oceupied durine the night of the lst, it
weg noticed that fhe torrain became roucher as pregress was mudo towa.d
the left flank of the 22rd Marines ares of attack. This section extended

pompai] {mAr? .}
inland from the small villagse of Maka_DOma;ﬁfo“ a distance of aboul & milo

SR < T

nfﬁfﬂsb nd a half, The srea acsigned to the First Battalion, 29th karines, was in
el OV 5 i o : .

‘;;;ﬁd an extremely mountain-us, zparsoly vegetaiedy dsoply ravined seeti n of fhe

torrain,{25)
Reaching the assigned sector of defemss in the lats afternson of April
2nd, another reconnaigssance was made by “he Company Commander aceompaniod

by the mortar section leader: ind the machine pgun plateon leader. The area

{2¢) a-1, pp. 51, 533 (25)[ﬁap Jiﬁ, A-8.
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Wtz kb3 d N AT [A
to be defended was 'n the forward slope of guite a high hill, and well up

on the side of this hill. 4 roadway wound about the base of the hill and
climbed ratﬁer steeply up bsiwsen two hill messes, the other being toward
the wnorth of the position. Tt was not only an mvenuws of approach, for the
Japs from the north-sast, but was also the rrute used by the cémpany in

reaching the arsa, Battalion headquarters was established woll up toward

the orest of tho hili, with Able and Charlie comﬁanies meking up the reo-
mainder of the perimeter of defense For the nighi

The first plotoon was deploysd on the right of tée compuny aroan, the
second on left, with the third in reserve, in the general vieinity of the
company command porcte The heavy gune had beaen brought up, and because of
the regiricted area to bo covered it was suggested by the mackine gun pla-
toon leader that only they be used, with thae lights loft with the third
plataon atlthe CP in the event thal they might be needsd later. It was
furﬁher supgoasted fhat the heavies bhe employad g0 that the right and left
£lanks of the company wore defewnded and the third.sectifn g8t up in the
interval between the two platoons covering sectors both right and leld
forward of the company, porimeter, front; Baeh of tho sections was assign-
ed é sactor which mads it possible for them to ndegquately cover the road
way, tho reverse slope of the hill to the front. The dead spuces filled by
the automatic rifios of the two line platoons. By 1700 the guns were well
dug in, in position defiludse, camouflaped, snd alternate p&sitinns planned
and dug. Word was passsd to all hands 4o keep toltheir fox holes after
night had fallens Tho day's pese word was relaysd to ever-one, and as usual
it was one employing ths uss of as many »f lstter "I as possible. This
lettor beiny diffieult for the Japs to pronounce.{28§)

At 1900 it was d(-?;‘r/'k, all men were in thelr fox holes, the macﬁine sun
plotoon leader -was sf:étionad,in his faxhale, near the right flank of the

conpany area a few yards from the firet ssetion. This v siflon was selacted

{26) A-8,




bocsuse of the likelihned of an attack coming from that direstion. Norm-
ally, hils position was at the gompahy CP. Until approximateiy 2300, all was
quiet but from then on there was ocomsiderable sxcitements A whispered re=~
port was given to tho plateon leader, by his ruwner, that the sectinn leadar
of tho fivst section had heard a sound €imiliav te that »f men walking,
to the right front area. Keeping as zlose to the groflind as the seemingly
high silhouette of the body will permit, the plutoon leuder procaeeded, om
nis stomach, to the vieinity of the loff gun of the first section. When he
was within five feef of the position of the gun, the loud burst of a hand
gfenade,-exﬁlodinﬁ to his front caused him to remain ag motionlsess and as
closs to the ground as he could get, Shortly after this, a short burst of
machine gun fire was directed inm the direction »f the grenade burst. Riaing
quickdy $0 his feet, the platoon leadsr rushed to the nearost gun whispéring
to the crew in s stage whisper to hold their fire. This, of courss, after
having identifisd himself ir a repid manner. After g brief inguiry we to
the situution, the platoon lemdsr was irnformsd that psrsons were hsard
moving on the road ﬁoward the machine gun position. No further movemsnt
woe heard. Botl gunners of the ssction were cautioned €n ho;ﬁ their fire

unt il they were certain of their tdrgets or unless the riflemsn opened up

on ¢learly, recognizable enemy. The platcon loader thon wont to a slightly
defiladed ares betwser the guns =2nd lay dowm. Aboult an hoﬁr ané a half
later, he was swakened by ccnsiderable noise and corlusions Bhortly
sfterward, ssveral hand prenades axpléded in rapdd succsssion, aﬁd thore
wae hemrd the firing of Awtomatic rifles, M 1l's, and carbines, No machine
gun fire was noticed at $his time. Returning to the vicinity of the laft
gun he inquired.as t0 what w=5 hapoening. fhe punner, Gorporal Bloomstrand (¢
told him that there was somethine geing on in the foxholes of the other
weapon of the section, some ten or fifteen yards away. After tellint the men
%o hold firs, the platoo; leader procseded over to th.: other gun's vosition.

Whon nearly to the foxholes he heard low voices, a few grosns, and some

(217) A=Hs '
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‘activity. Approaching with much oaution, he whispered the pass word end
shortly received an ancwor. He then got c¢lose enough io faintly sse what
was going on, in the very dark night. He talked to the gﬁnner, who in-
formed him that several Japs had sneaked up to the em?}&cemsnt and attemp-
ted to overrun their position, Several of them had been killed, he thought,
and were lying Juet ouiside the foxholes, Thoy had been killed with carbines
and piétnls, ho added. Upon asking where Sergeant Cumningham({Sergeant William
F, cunninghamﬁrgs?the platoon leader was told that the Japs had killed him.
This hed cccurred whon the Sergeant was aftempﬁing to reach the gun's posg-
ition and direct possible fire at the enemy, The machine gun platoon of
Company "B", lost one of ite finest non-commissioned officers, and in doing
8o, suffered its first casualty ~f this camp&ign:(%glﬂ was the only e¢asualty
of the night, wilh 8ix of the ¢nemy being kiiled.

8h6rt1y=after the morning meal, on gprillth;rd,lword was recelved
thet the company was to c¢onbinue its mo;e % owrard théfnorth, on the west
side of Ishi¥awa Isthmué?#%ha Battalion was to_méva a distance of about
& thousand yards and set up another defansivéjﬁ;sitign. Thg assigned miesion
was to ¢lean out the engmy in the rugged srea, I{f" he could be contacted,
From the infoimation received, it was apparent that the resistance con-
sisted of small isolated bands of leftovers, The major pertion of the Jap ™ -
forces having moved to the south and to the north.(3)). However, bsfors the
moye could hs carried out, contradietory orders wers rocsived.

Tt seems thuit inkelligsnce hud regceived informution that the Japs
were going to atbtempt to land parstrcopers on Yontan Alrfield, on the
night of April third.(53) No ons in the First Bxtialion, 20th Rogiment
worried much about it sinee they were of the opinion that sufficisnt troops
had besh landed in the dagis sines the imitial landing to hendle them. 5o’

the ¢ompany preparad to move out as sgheduled.
(28) a-B3 (29) A-B; (30} A-4, pp. 5-6; {31) A~3, p.36l3; {32) A-T, p« 13, 4-8,
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Just before 0900, Captain Iyle E. Specht, Commanding Officor of Gompany
"BY, semt down word, £o held up preparatiins tqumove, and told all hands
to ‘take it easy. He addaed that as far as nhe knsw the company would stay
in position that nipght, again..

The remainder of the day was spent Improving the positions, clsaning
the guné, and resting, Several reccnraisance groups were sent out shord

distances %o ssarch for.and try be conbaet the enemy, dbul reports cams

iback-ﬁhaﬁ none wWere s6en.

&t mbout 1730, the machime gun platoon leader checked all gun positions
reminded the crews of several peiubs concerning the final protective line,
and went to hié foxhole where ho prepared for the nights' walting.

At 2000, all hands wsre aroused from theiyr foxholes, and told to
be ready to move cut in half an hour,

By 2020, the machine gun platoon wae mustered on the road with light
machine guns awalting orders from the platoon leader, They rsceived ordsrs
to merch et rapid spaed, with as few okops as possible to Yorban Alrfield,
sel up & defensive arsa and stand bv to defend it against ensmy parachute
units. (33]

promptly at 2030, Gorvany "B, direetly behind e guide furnished by
rear echelon hemdquarters, moved out with the fiyst rifle vlatnon lsading,
followsd by company headquartets, the second rifle platoon, mechine platoon,
mortar section, and the third rifle platoon bringing up the rear. Battalion
headquarters followod Company "B", with Able and Charlie Gompanies, 1e-
speetively in the column.

To further amplify the rapidity of thathwmrch, the Battalion arrived
intaet, at Yonﬁan Lirfield at approximately 2200, The distanse soversd be-
ing about four milsa,

higs, Fiis 70T
wag notieed

]
When approximately a hundred yards from the airfield it

that there was considerable activity going on throughout the area, Bs-

(33) A‘?', Pa 13; £=8.
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® e
cause of the extreme darkmnses, nothing of these activities coﬁld bs. saen.
No lights of any kind were permitted, and the units were forced to design
thelr respective defensc areac in as nea;-ly.-!:_'ptgl_ blao_knass ag can he ime
agimd. Many attempte were made %o dig i.n’ but the. asphalt of_ the landing
gtrip made -'bh_is_ impossibles A48 an allernative the men' dug up parts of the
fisld and constrﬁcte_d foxhales above the ground. o _
Shortly after being assigned an arsa for the defense, and putting
the machine guwe in their places-, the machine gun platoon leader was in-
formed by the Company Oommander, that tanks wore going to bs meving up
into the maln llnas end to hava guides ready to lead them around the al-
ready started foxholes, ’I“hi.e aocnmplished within the nexi twonty min-
uﬁes .&'l‘l’.hﬁu‘ﬁ sorious mishap t0 any of the persornsl in the area. &t 2330
all aotwi‘h}; seased in +he ares, and the troops sottled down for the night. (349
T was with conaiderable-gurprise, that the men of Company "B grgeted
day-bragk,\'pn the 4th of Apr'il. As far as the eye could see, it seemad,_l troops
on foot, and manyitamks Wéye_pccupying the érea. Thé_first Armorsd Amphe
blan Battalion, had alsgibeeh,ordsred to Yomban, to supplement the Firet
Battelion, 29th Regimewt, in tho nights' defense.(35)
Aleo on this morning the men receivsd the happy surprise that prinr
to returning to the defeneive area cceupled on the third, they wero to
reoeive hot coffse and soup, and would be transportod via-trucks to the
Love piue three l'inea.
L Vaniogs
~ Upon returning to the battal_i__n nccup.ia_d_g_ﬂﬂ, at 1130, 4 ﬂpr:r.l, the
/ previous days plons to comtinue tho advance to £ho front we:'o pu't into
\(ﬁu ac-bion.ISmce small alemen-ts of the Battalion heaéquarters unit, Gh:u‘ljie

Q sompary, and & platonn from Able company, had neen left to hold the\Paaztion

ngaiast attack. Upon disembarking from the brucks, infonm&tlon-had boen dis-

eminated %ﬁaﬁ :he night of three April had boen quiset with no enemy scti=
g tity raporied. '

(34} .ﬁ"a; (35) A"‘?’ Pa 13.
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Shortly after 1200 the Company was formed on the read and prepared to

move oui: ffar the defensive area plamwd .&‘)r tna-t night. Reaching tho area
at 1700, the same Ltype of defenss was sot up os for the previecus day, and
\the unit spent an unoventful night.
: Cn %he follrwing day the Company moved at 0730 and at noon received .
iﬁhe word +hat the remalnder ‘f the 29th Regiment had heen landed and moved
iup to the Love plus four 13nas,,and that the First Batialion would rejoin
\

them on %he aftornoen of 5 April,

Thus the drive up Ishikewa Isthmus continued with the 22nd Regimernt

on the left followed by the 22%th, and the 4th on th right of the Division

sootor, (36)1
By 1700 on & April the advﬁnpe had.reachadﬂa 1ine extending from
Ht;;tabaru on the weet const of the Peningula, 3°H§EE on the east.(S?)
4 defeneive position was established and again the troops dug in. Gampahj
YBY was located woll »n the right of the regimerial sector, high up in the
ropgh terrsin. ﬁgain_an this nieght, the machingigun.platOOﬁ suffered cas-
valiies, as well as the_remainder 53 the Conpah?;(éB}
Pracsoded by ‘the explomion nof hand gronades and the f£ires of ‘small
arms; an atteck méde by a fmall band of Japs, was repelled. Ko machine gun fires
ware laiﬁ down becgueé af the clear thinking of thé gunnsre in estimating
the size of the atbacking fores. However, several hand-tn-hand fights wore
reported 1 he following.day ar vell as ons in which the méchine gun platoon
leagder becéme engaced. The attack ceme at approximetely midnishht, all hands
being alerted by the lizterivg posts throwing their_grenades, It_waﬁ an
the right flark of tho company area, the enemy being mbout twenbty in gtreithe.
The first knowledpe the machine pun plat-on Jeadsr had that thero
wers actually enemy Coreces near his foxhole was when a.Jap smelling like
_ . .

they do, leaped intn the foxhole, He had a knlfe in hie hand, but was small

(36) A=1, p« 553 (3%) Map "C “y (38) A5
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whioh was indicated by his weipht as he closed with the platoon leader, As
had bheen his hablt, all during training and since balng in this operation
the pletoon lsader had stuek his huWt ing knife,-uaually strapped to his
right log, in the bank on the sido of his foxhnle, within seasy reach. He
quickly had 1% in his hand and prepared for the worst. The fight did not
last long, since the platoon leader outweighed the enermy nearly thirty pounds
and ended by the platoon leader slitting the eremy's throat. Hetthen rolled
the brdy out of thse holes and walted for further attack. Nens cams, 80 hoe crepi
out of the foxhrle, and crawled toward the n carest gun positiin 4o lend
assistances By the time he hed iduntified himsslf, the action had ceased
and the enemy dispatched. hhthing could be dqne for the wounded on that night
because of the intense darknees. The following morning it was discovered
that Gorporal Greenstein had' received ﬁ sgber oub on the forhead which was
&uperficial, Private Charles W. Smith had his right ear badly chewed in
close fighting, and sévefal men, including the machine gun platoen leader
moaded new articlos of clothing, which had been ripved and out, by the
Japs.

The enemy were rounmbed at ten demd and three so badly woundad that
they died early whe faliowing morning. Three men in the first riflie pla-.
toon were killad and two others wounded. No other casualties we o report -
ad_for the Comparye. New clothing was issued, and the Gomiany preparsd to
movye out at 0830 on & April.

ThBIFihmt Battalion had been relé€ved of the inland requnsibility,
and wes put ih fagimental ressrvei Progress wae much_easiar, throughout
ths entlre seobor, ns the Regiment moved wp th§ north-south roadway, on.the
wost coust of the Isihmus, reaching the sm.ll hamlet of Chuda on the svening

of the 6th. Bince the 22nd Regiment had preceaded‘the 29%%h and clsaned

ot
out all resistence enrcubs, it wasAnecessary to sst up defensive positions,
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but 2 night watch was set in sach eompany's area as a securlily measure.
on 8 April, The 29th Regiment was ¢ommitted tec the iask of cloanlhg )
(PUNEAN L i )
out Mot obu Pﬁnxnﬁular. It was nn 1onper in Diyieion reserve, &jilt had
been from its landing on Love plus one until 8 April. The 2%nd comtinued
up the northern end of the isi nd, {s wipe ovul onemy resistance in thut
areuy and tho 4th wac held in reserve to amsist where ever needed.{39)

- Motobu Peninsule is approximetely ten miles Jong und eight miles wide

et its widest pointe Tt extends at right angles from the main island in

a northfwesterly direcféon. The.higheﬁt poivt on the peEninuula,Mount
Yastake, extends upward, amidst.a large hill mass to the altitude of

wearly fifteen hundred fset, ani is located in the south central por-

tion of Motobu.{40) The avenus of approach to this sbrong point was up

deep ravires, until nearly to tho erest of this highest point, Since the
snomy had the outirs aroa set up in defensive perimeter of Mount Yaetake, i
they warg virtually looking down the.throgts of the aﬁtacking forees

until the mountain was oaptured on 18 April.(41)

THE ATTACK ON MOTOBY 7

L

On April gth,TQ45 the sttack up Mot obu Feninsula was startgd. The
First Battallon, 29th Regiment, was %o proceed ur the Nago Itomo, TOguchi(é4ﬁF12)
road cleaning out all enemy contected in thelr zone of actinon, The Becond -
Battalion was ordered to proceed directly morth, and to capture and noutra -
lize the small tosn of Unten, which was a midget submarine base. The Third
Battalion waé crdered o proceed along the roadway on the soutnern sdge of
the Paninsuiar. They were to noutralize and pass throupgh the small towng
of Suguf,.Sakimotobu,lﬂamasaki and to hold up at ?oguchi. This action WOgld

glva our force& the gouthern half of the Peninsula, and an avenue of comm-
uﬁloatlan and supply{&?)

(39) A4, Do e; {40 ) Me) " A=, ps 593 A-3 p. 372, A-R, DP. 3903
(41) A«2, P« 394, &=3, D« 373. (42) A-2, p. 391, 4-1, p.6l.
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The first few hours ~f the drive were unevenmtful for the Firet Batdalion
Company "B" l_ea.ding_ with elements £ Able Company on the ;L‘:_I.a.nkal, and ch_&t" rlie
QQMpang in feserve moved:out glongithe road, The machina gun platoon was
held intaoct, with the mortars, behind Company Headquarters. Eight guns wers
carried, because of the expeotdd march.{43) '

Ae progress wgs;ﬁgﬁp,.it was quite noticsabls .that the terrain was rising
rapidly above that ih the vieinity of the L plus 8 line, The roadway was
.ﬁnimproved%and flanked on oither side by high hills, It had mary surves and
1t was neted that it moved gewerally up a na tural corridor. it 1200 a halt
was called to sat the noon-day meal, and at 1300 ths march was continued,

Shortly after 1400 the First rifle platoon of Gomapny “B* reported that £
thers were evemy troops in o small oanygn.whieh_was_at_right angles and scouth
c_)f the r&ad. Word_ of this was sent to Eht_‘balipn. A hs_tl‘b was eallad, and
the Firet'Plafoon, with a segtion of machine guns moved out to inbercept
the emeny. | o -

‘This forece turned out to be five Japs and they were quickly killed,
except for fwo who escaped up into the mountaing . No__othar_ registance was
met that day and the march ended just before the town of Thomd was reached.

A dafeheiva_posiiion was set up, on the gvailable high éround. No
outguards were gstablished, and no patrols wers sent out. No one knew exact-
1y where the omemy was consantrated, but it was suspested thut he oceupied
the highest ground.

Tnis proved_true,.yhen at }700, considerable machina gun and some mortar
gun fire was regeived by Gompany "B in their bivoume area., The fire con-
tinuved until 1800, 411 hands were in foxholes, but ssveral casuslties wers
suffered. The Battalion Cnmméndar then, sstablished outguards, which wers
stationad at the obvious avenuss of approach and on the high ground to the

rightand left.,
(43 ) IL"& -
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After the Eiiggk it was necessary for the machine gun plateon leader
to shift the gun positions sc as to adequately cover the terrain.to the fromt
and flanks as well as tWO obvious averues of approach which wore trails
soming into the position_frcm the ground on the north.

Later that nignt, thrse ewemy, apparently out on patrol, wers killed by
machine gun fire as they wore coming down ong of the trails. The fire of ths
guns immedistely brought down enother hail of anemy fire. Thl" les on wés
guickly taken to heart and until a "Banzai" attack laiar on, was not violated.

Rain began to fall at about 0330 on the 10th and by 0700 all hands
wore thoroughly sonked, ocold and gnite misorable. Small, wal}_obscured
fires were permitted for heating coffesc and K rations which huad boen issued
: the praviﬁus night, Visibility was poor, and the men expsctod 1o ramain in
pogition all day. However the order 4o pfapara t0 move out was recoived ab
0800 an& By 0830 tho troops wers on the move »

#¥ith Baker company in the lsud, closely followad by Ahle_compauy
Babtalion Headqu.rbers and Charlie company, the m rch was continueds The
dirt vood was ag ¥ muddy, Blippery, hear river, Many times men féll and
" ware halped by buddies to regain footing. Progress wos extremely slow
the remainder of thé morning. ﬁt 130C the oremy strucks |

The londing elemoents of Baker company had juet traversed an open field
which had o small sftream ruwning through it. A cemewt bridge, crude in

structure spared the water. Just as the First rifle platoen had orossed

this bridge heavy mqrﬁar and machine gun f£ire was rained on them, seemingly
only Pfrom the front.(44) |

Ail hands took cover, wherever ‘i was available. Word was sant to Able
Gompany Commander to procaeed to the right and altempt an encirclement of.
the onemy'; 7§§ank»Ey passing to the right of Baker campuny, they pro-
coeded toward a_small vallsy to the right of the road. As they rsached

(44’} R"’l,_ P 62
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the goneral base nf their hill it was noted thgﬁ_an inero.se of mertar fire
wgs_deli&er&d by ﬁha_énqmy fq;cgs. Soon after this, a rummer from Able
company came sloughing his way to the company commander ~f Baker eompany with
the roquest that the maehine guns ofBaker company he movgd up.tp the ;eft
flank and fire on snemy positions. This action was s?artad-w&ih the nashine
gun platoon lerder, loading the plstoon. Because of the. fire received movement
was made up the small oresk, in knee dsep iey weter, Just as a bend in the
- creek was reached heuvy mortar fire fell right across the line of_mgrph.
iﬁ soomed tn covar thae sviire ares ﬁj frowt._Halting his pla%oop ’ tte
mechine gun platoon 1§ader sert B runner beck to rerort the siﬁuation to
the Compeny Commander,

Prior to the arrival of the runner at Compary headquarters, ancther
runner arrived with the message that all troops were - pull back out’ of
this area and prodeed back to the b;vouag ares of the previcus_nightfc

This order proved to ve diffioult $o carry out. Ths mortar barrgges
and ooncehtra%ipns boceme heavier, Nambu machine gumnm, and automatic rifles
of EEEEE? calibre had new entered the Iiring plan of the Japs.{45)

The retreat was started and the unites moved back down the road, As
they reached the ewlrance %o the valley an increase in enemy machine gun
fire wis recéived from south of ths rad, Leading elements were pirmed

n

X
down. Makes a husty e} imate of the situation, -

Thé machins gun platoon lesder of laker company, set up one gun on the
nearlside nf the fields of fire nf the sueny gUrE « He was asked_whethar
or not ns could bpring overhead fire o bear on sugpeotod ensmy positi~ne,
up the ravine, which were holding up our movemsrt, By going up on %o the
side'of the mountein on the loft, cireling around end then back %o the
road, the machine gun piatoon leader was able to emplace two gune in such

ATV
positions that they provided overhead fire forArstreating troops.

{45) A-1, p. 62, A~B. : T




Under thess pro’bacti..ve fires, "“A" aﬁdl "B Companies arnd Battalion
Headguarters were able to continue down the road, 4o return téf;i'};:fi?dizac
area. It was not until the followiny day that #t wae discovered that
\ i ‘\ pne plf;.i;pon of Able Go:npany;ir‘;;gijgoﬁe Into the hills 4o the south, hocame
S | soperated from the Bubtalion, and aid not get back unbil 0330 on the morming

i - . :
%Df 1L april.

Several casualtles wero sustained in the Battalion, but no machine -
gunners wera hurl . Many weapons wors léﬂ‘ﬁ, including one 8l mordar. It
was a disheveled outfit that reached the bivouac ares that svening.

- Reorganiz&tion was conducted 9;nd. the supvly officer furnished +the
roquired weaponss

A patrol we.s sent out the next morning $o regain tﬁe 81 moriar.
This was accomplished and no snemy fire was received.

From 11-14 April, the Battalion remained in the general vicinilty

{unf i72 _

of the L plus 10 Iine, Time wns spont making patrols in a circumference
of a thousand yards around this area. Company "B, at this time, was
Pivouacsd on Sop of a hiil B ome eight hundred yards from Battalion, having
reached 1t by a series of daily movements. Several patrols, with atbached
ma:chine gun seations were sent oub. Few enemy wers contactsd, but the

consclidated reports of thess patrols set the ensmys' pesition as on a

high Bill mass in the south kunown us Mount Yaetake.

THE ASSAULC OGN MOUNT YAETAKE
Durir.xg;.this pa'brc‘rlling period, fires was rocelved duily, from the snemy,
at about 0600 anmd 1730, The men cams 0 oxpoct it and wers t‘noroughl}r an-
tranchsd-during_ thess hours. Every offovt was made to keap in defiladed
arsas ~n the north side of overy small hill or rise in the gfcund,_ 8vsoh

thouph it soomed *that oftentimes £1°s was rocedived from the north.
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On 14.Aprillwa received word that an attack on Mount Yaetake would
begin. The Qecond Batﬁalion'had Jolned the First, and were_to_assist in
the essaultes Informetion was received that the Fourth Reglment had
proceeded to an area between the towns of Sakimotobu anl Toguechl, and

ALninly TTonp o7 2N
with ths Third Battalion, 29th Regiment were o essault from the south.{46)

R L T R
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We lsarned too, that Golonal Whaling had reldived Colonel Bleasdale as the
R9th Regimental Gomander.

By noon, on 14 April_tha aﬁtack was undar way . Gwmpanies YAY and 8"
wore attacking up adjacent corridors, along trails out by the Japs. Flank
pairols wore out and the ridge beiwoen the u nlis was adegquately covered.
ughn Comap?y wes Battallon ressrve.

_ The;éo millimeter morters wore ast up Lo deliver long rengs fires oﬁ
the hill masses o the fromt, We learned thet thero would be air support
on call, and that the 105 and 155 Divisioﬁ Artillery guns would deliver
concentrations, on call from the Battelion Gommandsr .{47)

Due to the pracipitousness of the ridges on either side of ihs route
of advanesghovament was very glaw. The machine guns were to be hgld_intaot
and uzed =nly for the defena@;dus io the limited rangés, and lack .of fields
of fire. |

Prom 14 o 17 April the advance sontinued. Each night a defenss was get
up end the highest ferrain availa®hle wus ubilized. Sporadic evemy fire was
received comstantly throughoul this period, beceming heavier in the eveninge
and early morning hours. At frequent irvtervals avemy persannel wers observod
1ié%§£}%)compnrut1¥ely treeless, area o the fromt. It was at these long
range, ofton appearing, targets that maghine gun firo was frequently dir- .
acted. Cesualtles/on the enemy,: were infl:cﬁed daily, as evidenced by observa=~
tion through bincculars during firing periodsyand also by bthe unburied

A [RREIS 3 SN S S04

anomy dead,ﬂas esach hill muss was overrun by our forces.
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Qur own forces were not immune to ensmy fire, as was indicated by the fmed
that the machine gun platoon had been depleted from fifty si; to thirty
w0, during the perind l-l? April. .

Due o the inaccessibility of the terrain, to é&;ﬁ:; transport, daily
treks had to be made back %n the émfttalion supply dump, to obtain food and |
ammuniyien. This prosesdurs was earried on, until 16 April, whon an air
draﬁ of food water and emmunition was made. All of the parachubes were re-
sovered, even thoﬁgh tha onemy thse that momen¥ to open £ire. Howsver,
follewing the drop,Merine Pighter pilots and mediwm bombers, oame in.

They straffed and bombsd thg enamy_positiens gnd séveral Napalm homhs._
were droppad, which not only sert the enemy into their holes , bub screened
the mourtain from observation for hours. Thess aircraft also roleased mey
rockets at_tha.prepared saves which ocould be @sen all over Mount Yaetake.

| The caves had been in evidence for days, as binocoulars had been used

to &irect hbﬁh mertars and long range machine gun firs, at the enemy stronp-
hold, o __ |

On 18 April, 1945 having seoured the area leading up ﬁoxan&i the nill mass

just south cast of Mouwt Yeetake, the Bettalion Commender prepared 30 (@s9

T - . H
|/-‘\,'-.}J.;-_.f‘li(r;'!_{‘_-'_f; hes \-,“-.\,i}) whoE f(

' (ordinate)an all out abtack,with units of the 4th Regiment on the south and
wost, and the Second Battalion on the north.
| The attack was lamunched 2t 0830, following a heavy artillery barrage
and then an alr strike. Company's MA¥ Ang "BV were abreart, as usual, and
Company "G" in reserve firing cverhead machine gun and 60 mortar fire. The
machine guns of Company "B left on the hill maes south sact of Mount
Ynetake were on the flanke of Company "B" and had the mission of firivg
overhead covering fire for the advancing troops. Thair fire was coordinated
with that of "an Companys ' machine guns, firing a similiar miseion. If 511

went woll, the two machine gun units were to displace forward as their fire
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was mashed by the adye.nc:ing tréopg.' R _

By 084:5 ‘thel valley betwaen the two hill masess had been rsached by
the riflec platoons. Tt was ab this time that the enemy oponed wp with every-
th_i.ng'they'had.. The machine guu platoon leader gave the command to open
fire, and a few minutes later thers was a blinding flash,.a loud roar and
the machine gun plat con leader fell wounded, on the head neck and on other
parte of the upper bodye The blow on the-head_,' by fl}?i-}’-ig fragments of an
explodipg mortar ghell, knocked him unconacipus. Some howrs later, he re-
ga':tned.cops_cioua_na.ss in the Battalion aid corber and vas efteryard @v&oua'bad.

40 the Division hospital located at Nagoe

AHALYSTS AND CRITIGTSM

In suwmning up these operatione of the smell unit working in conjunction
with Iarger unite, I em firmly convinced that ware are a seriss of small J:‘;’-gwrul‘]-":i-i
unit victories combined, eventually tpgetbar;} to make the overall vietery
;_t_mn‘;plete._liiach _individudl _:i.s held reapong_j_;bla for ‘fi_gllrting his best and main-
'l:apin_iﬁg avery inch of ground he stande on, Even though & unit may de foreed
to wi-ij.hdraw,- this can be accmn;:_ij.shad with the thought tﬁat the ground will
be resovered tomorrow. It was never observed thal there was any emeessive ‘ ( lj
wasta of _lifé_ during this period, other.;*thgeh the average incurred and__suffergj |
#d in all wars. No particularly ouﬁs‘banﬁing_ achisvemeris wors aosomplished
cr!'_.he_r_( thgn the far_:t tha‘{; against the tarri_fic odds of -t:,he enemy sonbinually
Qcoupying. highar ground, the u_ﬁit_s made rapid Progreas, I noted, throughout .
this period, that all men mainteined the fire dissipline which had been taught
_ ip _t_raining, _e_x_cei)t in a few_ :Lg’qlated _ctises._ Our supplies fpllowsd use cio}saly
sven to .t_h_ej airedrop in the high greund, and we wers nsver without small arms
ammunitione |

By way of critiqism, it was noted that there had been insufficiewt train-
ing in retrograde movoments, It is certainly u.ri'ﬁh distaste, that the Marine
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views this angle of combat tactics , bui such situations as thai confronting
the First Battalion Gommander, will sontinvally arise. To be pseparad for
these oomtingenoies is to be able to fight the next day.

I also “noticed,_fl?a'&_, during this perfod, thers was a minimum of hight
patrolling carried outs This, I belleve, was a mistuke in that the snomy* s
posi-bions could have bsen loeated prier to daylight movement and thus pre=-
civde the possibility of excessive losses, Since it had sarlier been deter~
mined that the bulk of the enemy foroes wors concenmbrated in the hill rasses,
it was evida:frb that he might send out some observation patroles £0 keep ocomtact
with our forces. Had we sent out couutsr ﬁatr-o_la,- the defeat of the onemy nmay
have resultéd sooner and with less loas of life ‘inc;zrremi.

There was insufficiemt informatlon as to the terrain avallable for gemord 1
dissemimmtion 4o the troops. Perhaps it was uncbiainable, but the terrain on
Okinawa was 8o much diflerert from that of the}training area, Guadalcanal, that
much of the training was waé}:ad. A _bat-ber _Beiaotion would have hgen the Island
of (eht1, in the Hewailian group, whose terrain featu;‘es arg gragtly similisy
to that of CGkinaws.

| L'ii.‘.SSONS .
Some of the le_ssom 1earnad__, by me, in this opera.tion are listed belows
1. & tight Lndiv*dual unit, permater defense, tisd in with & seriss

Of other similar dafenses of adjacert unrt:, i# 'the ‘only pragticable type

fwh:.ch_ can bs ._ampl_oyfgd in rough rugged,. mounta.zn_ous terrain,

Zs Machine ‘gune, when amplbyed in this type of forrain, can best be
. I-"H-Lr' Ay - - . - ERR T T, L LN W)

| .used to i‘ira long-r‘ange, cverhead flre, and to interdict poss:.ble averes of

approach to the unit BT6R ¢

.. aEE.

3; I‘b is essent:.al t’na'b pa'hrols, especially night patrols, be emploved

when fighting in mounmtainous terraine

, _ ' o i :
4. Unless the enemy launches an attack, it hest not o fire machine guus
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at night, bacauee of the fact that the flunks of our own pcs::bmns are thus

s
disclosed.
- .5.. Af‘ber observing the enamy s movements 1t was brought forcn,bly homa,a
| t'na't the safoci place fnr trmps -to move is not an tha s‘kyllne, but the slopes
of the hills, h
8¢ Tt was learned 'I:ha‘t any tlan must be flexible, 'th:.s was shown by the
rapid adfa:q;::?:ﬁ-umts on Lm;é-Daj, vrhic;1 ;e;;uit:a; m the early relesss of
the 2%th Regiment from Corps reserve,
‘(? 7« Tt was learr!ed ﬂla't an aseuraie estxma-te of “he si‘bmt{on iz invaluable
G | commentors s witnows ToEe v e

to the Gommander, and without this ability hlﬁ troops Wlll suffer.
i




