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OPERA{ IONS OF COMFANY "I, 8ih INElﬁTHY
(4th INFANTRY DIVISION) EAST OF OLZHEIM, GERMANY
&8 Tebrusary = 1 Maroh 1945
{RHINETAND CAMPAIGN)

{Pergonal Experience of a Company Commander)
INTRODUCTICON

In the Buropean Theater of Operat ions the Ardennes
Campeign had come Lo @ sucpessful close by the end of Jan-
nary 1945, All the ground whleh had heen gained for Hite
ler by the Germans! Deocenmber offensive had been re-taken,
and the "Bulge" was smoothed out. (1} +the United Stateé
Pirst and rhirq Armies were again slide by slde and the dis-
posliion of the Allied Forces was as shown on Map A. (2) |

It was General Elsenhower'y desire to pass (0 Lhe gen~’
eral offensive as gulckly as possible, He believed the Ger~
nens had conmitt ed all of their remaining reserves during
the Batsle of Lhe Bulge, and becanae.of iosses and gliscour-
egement , would offer mueh weaker resistance from here on.

In addition, the iussians had started vtheir powerful winter
offenglve on 12 January whioch furtheér greatly reduced the
possibllity that the Germans could reinforse the western
front o avoid defeat. ({3} |

‘'The plan for the descruction of the German strengbth
wegt of the Rhine entaiied three major assaults., 7The Twenty-
First Army Group in the north would make the flrst on 8 Feb~
ruary; the Tweifth aArmy Group inithe genter, somprised of

the First and Third Armies, would make the seocond; and the

(1) A-1, p. 837; (2) A-2, pp. 100-101; (3) A-3, p. 365,
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Twelfth and Sixth Army Groups would make the third so clear
the Saar Basine (4)

In preﬁaration for its asgault, the (welfth Army Group
assumed an attitude of "aggressive defense” during the month
af'February and directed the Third Arumy Lo make prodbing ate
tacks toward certain key objectives. (5)

On Gthe nofthern Tiank of the Third Army, VYIII Corps
acht tnued its attacks through the Siegfried Iine, driving
toward Prum, s key communlication cenbter and strongpoint of
the northern Schnee Eifel defenses, (6} In the forefront
oft-the dri#e, troops of the 4%h Infantry Division along with
those of the 87th and 80th Divisions (7] nmight have been
Wryly amiged had they known T hat thelrs was merely & #prob-
ing atvmek Loward cerbtaln key objectives;’*

The 4th Division had been attacking sbeadily day after
day since 18 January over ruggéd, snow-covered, icy ground
ggelnst very stubborn resistance, (8) Prum fell to Ghe
22d Regiment of the 4th Division on 12 February, and as of
thet date, forward movement of the division gtopped while
VIII Corps consolidated 1ts positions, (9) The division
organized high ground for defenge on the west side of the
Prum River from 0lzheim south o Prum and enjoyed a respite{

whlch was t0 last until 28 February. :(10) The Third Army
front as of 27 February 1945 was as shown on Mep B. (11)

“

{7} A~4, p. 885; (8} A~-4, pp. B06-307; Perscnal Knowledge;
{¢} 2«1, p, 279; (10} Personal Xnowledze; {11} 4-7, p. 23, Mep 6.
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i GENERAT, STDUAL ION

| Quringﬂﬁﬁé defensive period the Bth,/lzth and 224 Inw
fantry Regiments bf the 4th Divisibn were disposed as shown
on Map C. (12} In the 8th Infsntry seotor on the division
left flank, advantage of the lull was taken to rotate bat-
tallons to,the'rear ror'fivemﬂay.perioda of rest and re=or=-
ganization. On 13 Febfuary the 34 Battelion was relievéd
by the let Battelion in vhe Hermespand area and moved six
miles back through Slegfried Line defenses to the town of
Sohlausenbach, (See Map €) (13) Here for its presious
five days, 1 Company felt far removed from the oombat zone.
There were showers, clean olothes, hot mesls three times g
day, plenty'of sleep on 4ry st:éw wibh-ail the blankets de=
sired, no cold foxholes, no insoming axtillery and no sud-
den spluttering of burp-gun fire, Men could feel almost
sivilized agaln.

No demande were made on any company of thg batﬁalion by
higher authority, other than beginning the organization of a
regimental reservelline-forward'of the maln Siegfried de-~
fenseg, However, wokk on this projeot proceceded nc further
than the planning and reconnaissance stage,

A few replacements - approximately 15 men'- vere re-
ceived by the company. These were apportioned out to the
rifle platoous, raisihg the platoon strengthe to én average
of 2% men, The authorized strength of & rifle platoon st
the time was 40 enlisted men and one officer, (l4) The
officer strength of the company was four as againebl six
(12} A~5, pp, 310-31l; Statement of It Col George L Mabry

10 Jan 49, formerly Cmdg Ofer, 24 Bn, 8th Inf; Personal Know-
ledge; (13) Personal Knowledge; (14) 4-6.
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autherized, All weapons were thoroughly ecleaned and test--
fired, and faulty or missing equipment was repladed., Plag~
topns were re-organized, and the company waé made as ready
ag possible for further acsiion, |

Cn 18 February the 3d Battallon regeived orders to move
back into the line, relieving the 24 Battalion on the left,
I Company was G0 relleve E Company in Olzheim and vicinity,
The ground sloped sherply down to the Prum River and 0lz-
heim, was open and under diréct_observation of the Germans,
who were. firlng artillery and rockets st 211 profitable tar-
get s appearing. Movement into the town therefere had to be
made after dark, The reller was completed withoubt ineldent
on the night of 18-19 February, (15) E. Company was esger
o move out.

In this portion of the regimental sector, the front of
the 34 Battallion extended over 2500 yards, and all three
rifle companies were cn line, (See Map 0) JTarge gaps ex-
istéﬁ between ocompanieg, but these were generally over open
terraln and ooui& be eovered by observation and fire during
daylight hours, 'Listening posts and registered artillery
and morter conceentrations covered them at night, I Company
cocuplied high ground northwesgt of Hermegpand; K Company wasg
in the eenter; and I Compahy, on the left, maintained con-

taeb with the 87th Division to the north, (16)

(15) (16) Personal Knowledge.




THE COMPANY SITUAT ION

Frontline position of I Company was on the reverse
slope of a ridge on the east sidé.or thé Prum ﬁiver; The
‘ridge Beparated Olzheiﬁ from.Kiéihlangenfela, 2. gsomewhat
smaller town, about 1860.yardé to the eant, BExcept for
three patehes of woods, the entire ridge was bare of veg-
etation for several hundred yards on either side of the
road Joining Olzheim and Kleinlangenfeld. About 50 yards
north of the road one pateh'(Point X" on Map D) ext ended
100 yardsg in width and 300 y;rds in depth, Its forward
.(easterh} edge was gome 200 yards short of the orest of the
ridge., The mesond pateh {Point "Y¥ on Map D) wae joined
to Woods "X" by a Thin line of low, sorubdby treee, Woods
tyn was 150 yards north of "X" and extended aloger to the
fop of the ridge, The third pateh (Point "Z" on Map D)
wag by far the largest, It wag on the enemy-held sgide of
the ridge, and extended from a short distansce below the
erest easnt and southemet to within 300 yards of the edge
of Kleinlangenfeld, A distance of about 100 yards sepa;
rated Woods "Y' and "Z", The formerd edge of Woods "y"
and the space between the twoe woode were found o bhe very
heavily ctrewn with enti-personnel mines, (17)

One riflie platoen of I Company was dlsposed along the
forward edge of Woode 7X", During the night it.alsc manned
two listening posts —-- one on ;he south edge of the reoad,

and the other about 100 yards farther to the south and oloser

(17} Personml Knowledge,
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to the orest of the ridge., Another platoon was located in
the center of Woods “YA, extending from the south edge b0
the north e¢dge, Obsexrvailon and.fielda.of fire in this po-
gition were limited Lo about 100 yards in the woods, The
plat oen ganned & nlght listeniné post out in the open ground
Yo the north, approximetely halfway between fhe platoon and
the south flank position of the 8%Vth Division, Visiting
patrols from vthe 87¢h and 1 Compeny oontaocted the listening
post et frequent intervals during darkness. A heavy machine
gun platbon attached from M Company was located with Ghe
.rifle platoon in Wbods "X*, and I Company's light machine -
gun msection reinforoed the “Y" position, The 60mm mortar
sectlon had positions-close Yo the weshi edge of Woods X"
~ from whioh fire could be placed in fropmt of both *X" and
nyn, {18} '

Back in Olzhein, fhe cbmpany gommand post was seb upi
in the cellar of a demolished house, while (wo obther blested
remains perved as a sort of combinat lon compeny support po-
gition end rest end reogperation area, The plstoons and por-
tiens of the supperting sectlons were rotated on position.so
that they were baok in the towﬁ every third day., Communloa-
tion bto all platoons, secbions and listening poats was by
gound~-power telephone and SCR 536 rxadle in addition to the

ever-present MesSEngers,

The command posbt of the 3d Battalion was in the Olzhelm
sohool vuilding, a few hundred yards away, and the 8lmm wor-

tars of M Company were locabed behind some shatbtered houses

on the souvh edge of bown. (18} No building in the town

(18) (1¢) Pexsenel Knowledge,
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remalined intagty after bhe terrific pounding received from
both American and German grtillery fire, and only a very

Tew were more than piles of rubble, Although The ridge oon-

céaled O1lzhelm from German observation and men sould move

- freely slong the streets, frequent artillery and rooket con-

centrations falling on the town held sueh movement to a
minimunm,
The Prum River at this point wes narrew -- about 30

yards -~ shallow and swift, The bridge on the Olzhelim-

Kleinlangenfeld road had besn destroyed by the withdrewing

Germans, and s foot bridge was now in place, Iater a Bailey
bridge was lsid soross, (£20)

Between 18 and 28 February asetivity aleong the 34 Bat-
talion front congishbed of frequent night patrolling from
both sides, machine gun rfiring, and seemingly constant in-
soming and ocutgoing artlillery fire, Ii wmas learnsd that
the enemy was well estabiished in RKleinlangenfeld, that he
hed positions in the near edge of Woeds "ZN, and that he
was generally sbrong 211 =long the high ground a#uth of
Kleinlangenfeld, ALl prisoners captured by the battalion

| werelmembers of thE'German 56h Parschute Division., (21)

A few German patrols managed to infllirate Lhrough the
wide babtalion front, but thoase were dlsoovered and driven
off before any damage was done., On the whole, the night
listening posts, backed up with mortar illuminating shells,
arbillery and mortar goncenirationg, proved very effecilve,

As the month neared 1its end, men of the babttalion were torn

{20} {21) Personel Knowledgeq




between the hope that their turn for amother five days to
the regr in Schlausenbach would come up and the osonviotion
that this 1ull in offensive sotion egertainly sould not last
mich longerl,

In anﬁieipation of possible orders for sbtiack from the
present position, the battalion commander reoeived permiss-
ion %o send eoertain officers of the battalion in I~5 Liasi-
gon planes for a look at the enemy-held Serrain, The I fom~
pany eomman&er wag one of the chosen few, Although def-
initely not air-minded, #speeinlly in the sombat zone, he
went aloff on 24 February, Expeoting Kleinlangenfeld to be
his assigned obJective in any attack, the company commander
pald partieulsar attention to the layout of the town, Woodsg
nz" and the terrain gurrounding the town, Although he was
not asubgequently assigned that objeetive, the reconnalissance
provad valuahle, [he most lapting impression, howeayer, wasg
gained from the observation of hundreds of Amerioan vehicles
moving around like snts as far ss could be seen bhehind our
lineg, while nothing stirred visibly in German Jerriiory.

It was one more Grivule to ocur great air superiosrity,

PLANS AND ORDERS

On the moeming of 87 February the acmpany commanders
were called to the battslion command post where tThe battalion
gommander snnounsed thalb the long expected atluck wasg sohed=
ulea to jump off the following morning, (88) With this ef-
fort all along the VIII Corps front, it was hopsd and expested

(88) Personal Enowledge,
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®
to break through tﬁe Prum River defenges andIMake a gquiek
drive %o vthe Bhine, {23)

The miseion of the 4th Division was initially to es;
Tablish a bridgehead in the Willwerath = Gondelsheim « Fler=~
ingen - Rommershelm area, (See Nap C)

The 1ith Armored Division, which was presently in a
‘corps assembly &rea {(24) had been ordered Lo attack through *
the 45h Division zone not later than 3 Mareh, After being
passed through, the 4th was to follow bthe 1llth Armored to
elean out any pockets ol resistance whioh might have been
bypagsed, {2b) | |

The Job of establishing the Willwerath bridgehead fell
t¢ the g8th Infantry. Withip the regiment, the 24 Battallon
received orders to oross the river abt Rermespand, take the
large hill Ilmmedietely east of the touwn, and be prepared Lo
teke Weinsheim on order, {26) The 3d Babbtalion was to Hake
Kleinlangenfeld and the large hill scutheest of it; be pre-
paréd 0 elear Lhe high ground south of the town and dap-
bure Willwerslh on crder, The lst Battallion was to con=~
tinue &s Lhe regimental regerve, (87)

The 34 Batbalion fommander, ILieutenant Colonel Fred W.
Collins, after discussing possible plans for the battalion
attack, took the oompeny commanders Lo an observailion post
in T Company area, [(See Map D) for another look at pos-
gible approashes Ilnto Ghe e¢nemy positions. 7The hill on which
the observagion post was locabed gave exoellent cbagervation

of the high ground directly aeross the Prum, but neither

Kleinlangenfeld nor Willwerath could be seen, {28) The

(23) A-5, p. 313; (24) A-1, p. 278; {85) A-5, p. 313}
{26) Statement of It Gol George I. Mabry 10 Jan 49; (27) {28B;
Peraonal Knowledge, o .
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"' _ _
obaeivation post hill also wag & prominent t!!!ain Teature
from the German viewpoint, and the additional movement in
the thin woods brought six rounds of artillery crashing in.
Sudden occeupation of convenient holes prevented any damage,

On refturn of the group to The obsexvation post, ILieu-
tenant Colonel Colline ilssued his attack order, K Company
was t0 asgault Kleinlangenfeld from the southwesty I Com~
pany te take Hill 618, aouthéast of the town, and sssgist
K Gompany if necessary; I Company, leas'two platoons, to
atbeﬁpt o paes throagh the minefield between Woode "Y»
and "Z%, elear Woods "Z" and attack Kleinlangenfeld from
the northwest, (See Map D) Two platoons of T COﬁpany would
eonstitute the battalion reserve initially, and in the event
the minefield could not be pasged through, thé entire gom-
ﬁan& would revert to the reserve:; (29) One of M Gompany*s.
heavy machine gun platoons was attached to K (ompany, and
the other to I Company., The 8lmm mortars could suppert the
attack from their pogitions in Olzheim,

Pime of the attack was to be 05350, with no artillery
preparation, and silence sgiressed until contacl was made,
In thig conneetion, the éivision order had set the time of
attack to be 8 O6LlE (dawn), and Ghe 224 Infantry, on the
right of the 8%th, planned %o precede their sttack with a
15—minute ertillery preparétion beginning st 0600:‘13015How-
aver, the regimental commander of the 8th Infentiry, sas well
a8 his battalion commanders, Tfelt that in his zone surprisge
would be vital to the rapid and cheap achievement of the
objeobives, Therefore, he requested, and wase granted, per=-

{g8) (29) Personal Knowledge' (30} Stabement of Im Gol,
George I.. Mabry, 10 Jan 49, -
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miggion to initiste his atteck at 0530 in order to save a
hal£ hour before the enemy beoame theroughly mrlerted by the
art1llery firing for the 22d. (31) This decision proved
to be very adventageous to K Company in its assault on
Kleinlangenreld,

In plamning for the penetration of the minefiela, the
I Company sommander was well aware Tthat bangaleore forpedoes
were the desirable tools to use for the job, but their tre-
mendous explomions wonld destroy sesrecy aven more effisw
iently than would artillery fire, Previocusly, artillery
and moriar consentrations had been placed on the minefield
in an erffort %0 blasst geps in it. (32) Adjustment of the
fire could he made only by sound and obgervabtion of drift-
ing smoke beocause the open area bebween YY" and *2® oould
not be geen from Woods %wX", TFurther, only mortar fire had
tre jeat ory high enough to reach the ground between the woods,
Artillery shells with the correot range to hit the speoe
burst in the treelops or Woode "Y', However, additional
concentratlons were fired during the dmy Yo explode all
mines poseible, (33)
' The weather gt this time was generally oslear. Snow,
whioh hed until regently asovered the ground, was gll gone
except in the deepest shade, The mines had been laid while
the snow vwas seversl inches deep, and it appeared possible
that few, 1if any, hat been covered with earth for conceal-
ment, Fairols had reported hundredé lying exposed on the
‘ ground all along the orest of the ridge north of the Olz=

heim-Kleinlangenreld roed.

{31} Stetement of IL, Col, George L, Mabry 10 Jan 49;
(32} (33) Personal Knowledge.
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Amcng those obgerved were wooden-vox Bohu mines; oyline-

arieal cement blocks, complete with imbedded metal-fragments,
‘1#terna1 exploai?e charge, pull bvype fuﬂé, and trip wire;
aﬁd what appeared to be "Bouncing Betties®, Those mines and:
tfip wiree which conld be seen were not to be feared espeo-
1%113, for wires ceould be out and bex lids lifted, There~
rére, it was hoped in this case that the Germans had not
g@ne 80 far ae $0 bury any pressure-type under grouand, (34)

: Sincé, on the'BTth, I Company's lst Platcon was in sup-
pért of Olzheim, the company commander planned to use it as
t%e rifle strength of the attack, lesving the 2@ and 34
. Piatoons in positicn as battalion reserve, In addlition, the
aftached mechine gun platoon would cover the erossing of the
m?nerield from poaitions in the forward edge of Woods *ym,
TLe 1ight machine gun section was t¢ follow the let Platoon
thrbugh the minefleld, then move up obn the right flank. The
BDmm mortar seetion was to stay in its pregent peositions '
fnitially, prepaered o Tire into the edge of "zZn, follow the
4ther.p1atoons on order, and as early as possible, take po~
éitions from which fire could be placed on Kleinlangenreld.

i The company commander, assompanle® by the 300 radio
ﬁpérator and two mezssengers, one with o 536 radie, would
éove with the 1st Platoon, ‘The first sergeant and the re-
éainder of compeny headquarters were to remaln in Olzheim as
é reay command post, The company exeoubive officer, It.
5oseph P, Thopas, & twice~wounded D-Day veteran, remained be-

ﬁinﬁ as commander of the babtiallon reserve,

&54) Perscnal Knowledge,.
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Accordingly, orders were issued in the eompsny commend
post on the afterncon of the 27th, A patrol was sent to
loeate, oY eléar, 8 safe route to the Torward edge of Woods
*y®, Thai evening, when the mohow Jeep" érrived, one day's
g ration and extra cigsreties were lssued, After dark s
fofward observer party -- a lieutenant and two radio apera-

Tors -- arrived from the 29¢h Field Artiliery Battalion., ({35)

1THE MINEFIELD

At 044% 28 February, heayy elouds bletied out a bright
moon ag Ghe eompany'started to form on the road., Even so,
visliblillty was goqa encugh to be able to délstinguish moving
forms at ébout 256 yards. It wes cold and rew, but not freez-
ing., Telling the first sergeant to notify battalion and the
platoons on the ridge positlons that they were on their way,
the oompany ocommander started the Olzheim elements mdving at
05600, He wanbed %o be in position in Lthe edge of Woods "Y"
by 0530, the- time of attack,

.Moving silently in single-file, Ghe c¢olumn orossesd the
footbridze, reached and skirted the edge of Woods "X" where
the heavy machine gun platoon joined Lo follow the lst Plaw
toon, paralleled the scrﬁb growsh, and entered Woods "Y".

At the 34 Platoon position, the light machine gun section
tagged on the end of ﬁhe column, The squad leader, whose
patrol had reconnoltered and cleared a safe route, guided
the lgt Pletioon on up to Lhe forward edge of the woods with-

out 1lnoeident.
(35) Personel Knowledge,
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Althoﬁgh several shell craters could he geen in Ghe
open garea, it was evident that not much had been s8ceomplished
by the ooneentrations toward blast ing a gap through the mines,
The 1lst Pletoon leader, Lt, George I, Slewenie, after choos~
ing 88 well as pogsible the best orossing locatiocn, deployéd
twe sqﬁads to cover the remsining squed which wes to do the
dirty work of leading off through the minefield, The heevy
machine guns were moving up, one sectlon on easch side of the
rifle platoon and about 30 vards from it, so fire of {the
four guns could be crossed in front of the platoon,

The sky in The east was brightening now, and the company
commander heard X and L Companles report to battalien over
the 300 radio that they were moving out. Many mines could
already be seen in the open space, and, as everything was
as ready as could be, the company pommander motioned It,
Slewenie to gtart his leading men out.

A men on hands and knees, his rifle slung aorocss his
back and with wire cutters in one hand, moved gingerly ous
from the woods, He was followed at five yards by a second
man, slightly to the right, so as to widen the pabth., Using
their hands even more than their eyes, they carefully searched
the ground 1lmmediately in front of them. A8 each glowly
went forward, he out Trip wires, throwing the ends well aside,
and lifted 1lids of Schu mines, pushing the boxes out of the
'way.-

Two other members of the lead squad had englineer btape
whioh they were %o use ¢ mark the path,. Tﬁey did not getb

to use it, for as the first men réaehed a point sbout 12 yards
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out, there was a terrific explosion followed by a brilliant
flare whlch dispelled all reméining darkness, The seoond
men had hi? a buried pressure?type mine with his knee, Even
wich. hasgte, snow and partly frozen ground the Germans had
been thorough, As the flafe died out, twoe shouts in German
were heard just over the orest of the ridge, but no firing
wes forthecoming. IThe men who had been hit waa pulled care-
fully back Lo the woods, but it was Too late, He had died
instantly, (36) |

In the dead gilence that followed the flare, 1t occourred
to the company commander that both he and the battallon com-
nander had overlooked the possibility that an accidentally
exploded mine might slert the Eleinlangenfeld defenders as
well as any of the other noises the bettalion ﬁas avoiding.,
As yet however, no firing was heard from the direotion of the
town. The company commender called battalion on the SCR
300 and reported the situation, - Ileutenant Golonel gollins
agreed that no further effort %o geb through the minefield
ghould be made at that time, and directed the company to re-
turn to its previous positions. |

Depending on how the K Company situation developed, I
Company might breach bthe minefield later using bangalores,
The decision to returm to Olzheim wag received by the lst
Platoon with noticeablle relief, A8 the men were beginning
50 move back through the woods, a sudden outburst of m&ohiﬁe
~gun fire and rifle firing came from the direction of Klein-

langenfeld, A few minubtes laber Lhe K Company commander Was

(36) Personal Khowleage.
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heard reporting that his company was in the first bulldings
on the edge of Vown, having gained almost complefe éurpriae.
(37}

The divigion artillery could now be heard firing far to
the aouth,'énd immediately to the north, the art 1llery sup-
porting the 87th Di#ision_attaek wag booming. ZEnemy ghells
began falling mere frequently into Olzheinm as the 3ompany
was re-orossing the Footbridge, but ell men of Lhe lst Pla-
toon and the geotions reashed their building safely. Mov-
ing on toward the compeny commend post, the command group
heard the characteristioc sound of approachling Nebelwerfer
(“scfeaming meemiet) shells and serambleéd for Lhe dubious
proteetion of & plle of rubdble,

A close explosion shoﬁered dirt and stones on the three
men, The noise of more of the same starting on their way
gsent the group dashing the few remaining yarde to the oommand
‘post., The company commenderts headlong dive down the cellar
gbeps was somewhab cushioned at the bottom by'the radiio op~
erator who had preceded him by a very slight margin. (38)

When the incoming shelling'slackened, the company COMe
mander went to the battalion command post to learn what he
aould of the situaticn. Duriang the morning, frequent re=
port g ecame in from X and I Companies, K Company wae meeting
very sirong opposition in Kleinlangenfeld, bul was making
slow progress in house~to~house fightlng. In Ghe early
morning L Company had moved several hundred yards toward its
objectlive without belng discovered, then was hit with heavy

rifle and machine gun fire from Woods "P", (See Map D)

{37} {38} Personal Knowledge.
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The gompany was split by the fire, and although the two
leading plavoons were able 40 get past and continue on, the
- remainder sould move neither forward nor back besause .of
their exposed'position. lafe Iin the moming the forward
portien of L Company was reported on Hill 6.8, their ob-
jeetive, (39)

Throughout the day repeated attempts wers mgde tO neu-
tralize Woods "*P" by heavy morbar and artillery sonaent ra~
tilous, but they secemed {0 have little effest on the fire
from the woeds, On the 3d Betbalion right, the £4 Battal-
ion had slss gained initial surprise in the attack, although
they were now having diffieulty in trying to capture the
.iarge 111l eset of Hermegpand, The CGermans were reinforeing
their position from Weingheim, {40)

Still.nc orders were forthcoﬁing for I Company. It
appeared that in view of X Company!'s slow bubt stesdy gains
in Kleinlangenfeld, I Company would not be used to breach
* the minefield and attack through Weods "Z™, At about 1600
the eompany'oommander wag called to the battalion command
pdat. The battalion commander ilnformed him that the pinned-
down portion of I Company hed been withdrawn under cover of
smoke placed on Woods "P",, and that as soon as darknees fell,
1% ﬁould try te rejoin the compeny with re~supply. He asdded
that Lhe forwerd element of The ocompany was hoelding ite po-
sitlon on the hill, ﬁaving repulsed Lwo miner sounter-ashtacks
50 far, but he was worried sbout Gthe situation in that zone.
The enemy in Woods #P" would have 0 be eliminated and the

Eill 818 posiiion strengthened, {See Map D} Fe wanted I Com-

{39} Personsl Knowledge; {40} Statement of It, Col. George L.
Mabry 10 Jan 49,
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peny t o move out during the night, attask Woods #P" gt day- .
1ight 1 March, clean out the enemy position there,_thén go
into position on the high ground between Hills 617 énd 618,
8nd make oontaes with L Company. (Seé Map D) {41}

Baok &t his own command post, the company cormmander
called the platcons on the ridge positionn, He directed the
platoon 1leaders io report to the company command post afber
having their seconds-in-command start moving the platoons
baok into Olzheim, The 1lgt and Weapons Platoous had Lirst
lieutenants permanently aséigned a3 their leaders. Ihe 34
Plaboon wes ocommanded by = technicel sergeant, and It. Thom-
88, although nominelly the company exeoutive offioer, led
the 84 Platoon in most aombat aations; fhe 24 Platoon ger-
geant had been in sll the heavief engagement g ginse D-Day,
had been three-times wounded and twice decorated, but, al-
though thoroughly competent aeg seoond-in-command, had pre-
viously svideneed teﬁdenaies toward oombat exhaustion wheh
given the full responsibility for leading the platoon, For
Yhat Teason 1t was felt that an officer should lead 1t when-
ever pogsihlea {48)

Whéh The platbon leaders arrived, the company commander
outlined the situgtion, the mission and hls plan, 7The COR-
pany would moeve cut in columne of twee at 0230 1 Marech in
the order: 36 Plstoon, Light Machine Gun Seotion, 24 Platoon,
Heavy Machine Gun Platoon, Company Headquarters, including
artillery forwérd observer party, Moritar Seotion and lst

Piatoon, Sight contast would be mzintained between platoons.

(41) (42) Personal Knowledge.
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The route would be: oross the footbridge, turn right
{south) and follow the unimproved roasd paralleling the Prum
River to the third right angle 5end; (See Map D) east asrogs
she south slope of Hill 599, skirting the north edge of the
‘woods; south asross the stream and roed, then into the ﬁoods
to geb In pogition to attack Woods "Pﬁ gt deylight.

The leading platoon (3d) would provide a four-man patrol
to preocede the columi at the limlt of visibilily, protect and
prevent surprise, The 24 and lst Platoons would pul out
flank guards wheré neoessary., UThe company commander with 536
and 300 radiec operators would mové With the 3d Platoon for
eont§01 PUrpOSes, |

Phe time remaining before meving out was spent in the
usual preparabicns. A hoet meal was served, all men orienfed,
maps and phoios studied, ammuniticn and weapons ohecked, and
X rations issued, AL 2300 battalion informed the company ocon-
mandey that the I Company platoons had been fired on as they

were moving to join the rest of Ghe gompany, bubl they had man-

aged to get through, {43}
OPERKLIONS 1 MARCH

‘The company starbed to form at 02815, The night was
clear, cold and dark; the moon noit yet up. After eyeé becane
adjusted, starlight gave falnt visibllity, end the moon would
goon help, The 3d Platoon began to move at 0230, and the rest
of the company strung out behind in the presoribed order,

(42) Personal Knowledge,
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The paoe was necessarily slow, not only because of the dark-
ness, but also adjusting te the speed of the machine gun ple-
toon man-handling bheir heavy guns, Soon after crossing the
footbridge, the head of the splumn turned right on the unime
proved road, and the advence patrol moved out o few yards a-
head, The road curved sharply west Loward the river, gouth
to parallel the river for sbout 400 yards, easgt for 250 yards,
then south again, As the company left the road af the last
‘bend to continue eagh, it gpremd out more and rlank guards
went oui as far s they cculd be seen ¢n each slde of the
polumn 0 proteot the sompaeny across the open ground.

It speemed Lo be getcing lignter, and the black blob that
wag the woods on the glope of H1ll 588 could be dimly seen,
(See Map D) With the head of the column halfway seross the
open space, tne'leading patrol hurried on to investigate
the edge of the woovds, In = sghort bime one map ceme back
prianging twe very young, subdued and frightened German prie-
oners, He told the company commander thet the wbods ware
elear, the patrol was waiting at the forward edge for the
ecompany and furbher instrustions, and that the priscners had
been eaught asleep just inside the weods, A German speaking
mesgengsy quest ioned them, and said they had deserted from
Kieinlange nfeld where they thought they would be killed or
ogptured dy K Company the next day. The sompsny sonménder
had them taken to the headquarters group with instructions
t0 bring them along., He didn't want to spare any men yei

0 tgke them back (o battalion;
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The company reached che¢ woods and followed ite north
edge, The head.was almost up with the pairol when & whisge~
pered, "Hold it up", was passed forward along the eolumn.,
Looking up the.slope to the left, the coﬁpany commander
saw a flank guard signaling, A moment later four flgures
appearsd against the skyline. They halted suddenly at a
_1oﬁ command from a flanker, and thelr rTifles clattered to
the ground, When these Germans were brought down o the
oompany; they stated they were a patrol sent from Klein-
langenfeld to make contaoct with the group in Woods "PW.

They elther eould not or would not give any information
conoerning the strength of the posifion at "P",

¥ihile the company commandef wag with the pastrol lead-
er pointing out the ﬁireebion %0 move from there, two more
Krauts wandered in %o Lthe company; Thege gimply sald they
were logh. Am elght prisoneré_were to¢ meny to ftry vo sarry
gleng, two men of the lst Plaboon were designated to take
them to battalion. The situation and losaticn of The oompany
were reporied, and the lead pa.l;rol-was off again, (43}

The roule now was south down the slope 5o arcss the
stresm snd road, (See Map D} The rising moon made visibility
exoellent for a hundred yards or more, Cetling aeross the
roed without discovery seemed to be the most diffienlt phase
of the movement, for 1t was somewheére in this vieinity thal '
the rear elements of I Company wers fired on earlier in the
nights The stregm proved to be no obstacle asg the uater wag

shaliow, snd the shoe-pass sll men wore prevented met Teet,

-
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The platoons were instructed to waib until the preced-
ing platoon héd disappeared into the woods immedimtely on
the ovher gide of the road, then oross the stréam and road
ag quleckly as possible. The flank-guards were oalled in be-
fﬁre prossing, for sight contact with {hem would be 1mpos-.
gible in the woods. The 3d Platoon vwaded the stream, sour-"
ried aecrogs the road picking up the waiting petrol as it
went, oclimbed the very steep bank, and entered the woods,
where it immediately began to flounder,

Ine woods, consisting of some sors of eyergreen trees,
were exiremely dense and with a heavy growth of underbrush,
It was readily aﬁparent that the company could not force its
_way}through there with any semblance of silences, The ocom-
peny commander, mobloning the platcon leader to move the 34
Plat oon back oub, returned to the road, senl & messenger o
tell the rest ¢f vhe ocompany o sis.tight until sigﬁaled for-
waréd, and scarted sesrching for a sultaeble route in%to the
woods, A short dlsbance down.the road {west) & small Stream,
soming from the high ground to the south, flowed into a larger
stream'just srossed, The woods were not so thick albng this
stream, and a trall seemed to parallel it.

The lead petrol was direated up the trail followed by
the 3d Plaboon, and the others, still asoross the road, were
glgnaled 90 come.cn. About a hundred yards from the road the
Srall went through @ woeoden gate in & wire fence and surved
to the east, golng up the hill, 'To follow the trail farther
would lead the company awsy from Woods "P", go the company

commender recalled the patrol and went with it to the right,
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aoross the pmall stream, to a corner in the?enoe. Here
the fenee made & right angle and went seuth,'straight up the
side of the ridge on which Wooeds "P" wgs looated, ' The lane
cut in the woods for the fenoe was wide enough for the aom-
pany teo move in single file, and the éﬁlumn was dirgeted up
that way. (44)

‘The time wag about 0448, still approximetely an hour
and one half before dawn, The company commander felt he wag
well behind Woods"P" now, and the main problems were to find
the break between this woodg and those at pvw, and to looate
some lesc dense opot to use as an attaok position,

Two-thims The way up the very steep ridge, enother
vhigpered "Hold it up" ocame forward along the column, UThe
panting men sank down, gfateful for the bfeak; The ebmp&ny
commander sent his mespenger up fo.ﬁell the patrd]l to go on
%o the tép of the ridge to observe, then hurried back down
elong the column to learn what was wrong, At.the tgﬂl of the
2d Platoon, the¢ men sald the machine gun platoon wasn’t be-
hind them. T, Thomas hed slready gone back to find them,
Almegt to the stream, the sompany commahder saw the wayward
pletoons coming beck through the gate, Carrying their heavj
16&&3, the machine gun platoon had been slow in aroaéing the
large streem and road, and had not seen the 24 Platoon turn
right at the gate, Murbling somebhing like “should've left
& gulde”, the company commander gtruggled up to the head of
the ocolumn agaln. |

The messenger who had been sent to the patrol wag beaok,

He reported-that the edge of the woods was not far shead, and

{44) Personal Kuoowledge,
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that he had seen another lane running off o the right from
this one, Looklng down 1% he could see open ground shout &
hundred yards aways The coluon began to move again, the
patrol was geut ror and lnstruckhed to tum right on the new
lene, As the messenger had stebted, the lane soon ended.
With the patrol at the open ground, the column was halted
while the oompany commander was tTrying to gecide where o
g0 from chere, (45)

The two lanes cub out m triengular patch ol wooeds,
Looking back along its hypotenuse, Lo ﬁhe left resr of his
present location, the company commander saw Lhai the edge
of the wopds went diagonally up toward the top of the ridge
end curved orflf to Ghe south, Tnis ridge seemed Lo merge
with anobher rupnning norbth emd souths IG was on the labier
high ground that the ocompany was supposed Lo take position
later in the day, ZLooking forward (west) slong the direo-
tien of movememt, the edge of the dense woods contlnued straight
out, paralleliné the nop'or the ridge about 50 yards below
the prest, All the ground left of the vwoods to the ridge
oregt was bare and open, gleaming brightly in the brilli@nb'
‘mobnlight. (45) _

The company commsnder was talking to the patrol leader
when thé man observing from the mouth of the lane whispered
shexply, "Captain, Lookl" There about 25 yards away, coming
along the woods dlrectly toward the company; wag & column
of Germanse, <They were moving silently and had thelr weaponé
gelung on Yheir shoulders, The company commander glanced

hagtily &0 Lhe rear, saw that the 3@ Flstoon was some 20 yards

(45) (48) Personal Knowledge.
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back in the lane and unaware of whai was teking place. He
motioned the patrol out of sight end whispered, "Don't shoot
unless they see us," His first impression was that this Ras
a supply detall coming back {rom the pogition at #P", and

he did not want to prematurely alert the position.

The Germens oame on, passed the mouth of the lane with-
in 80 feet of the company, and continued up along the woode.,
There were approximately 30 of them, A8 the last one passed
the lane, the company commender and the automatic rifle man-
of the paurpl stepped outlin the open behind thenm, Whig-
pering,_"If they see oxr hegr anybthing, let ‘em have it,"
he wmatohed the group disappesr up the ridge, Apparently
phey had notjsed nothing, and neither had any of the rest
of I Company. With the three rifles, one carbine, and one
automatioc rifle immediately available for use, a good per-
sentage of the approachlng Germans c¢ould have been liqui-
dated before the remainder dove for salely in bhe woods,
However, oaubtion was still uppermost in the company commander's
mind, end the fleebing oppertunity wes soon lost.  (47)

Getting back from wondering whether his desision had
. been wise or foolish, the company commarder and the. patrol
went forward along Fhe tree line to LXxy to lLosate the open
gspace between tﬁis woods and Woods "P", They found 1% aboutb
200 yards out. It was merely a fire breek, some 15 yards
wide, A man was sent back to bring the eompany up, and the
compeny commander searched for a way to geb into attack po=
sition in the woods before reashing the fire bresk. This

was not ag aifficult as expected, for, in mdditicn to the

{47) Personal Knowlé&ge.
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faol thet the woods vwere not quite so thick here, many ar-
tillery and mortar rounds, aimed at "P" on $he previous
day, had fallen beyond and helped thin out the underbrush.
(48)

When the colunn epproached, the company commander
pointed out the fire break $o the 34 Platoon lesder as the
line of departure for the athack, told him to move his pla-
toon'down into Lhe woods far enough for the light machine
gunners and the 2d Platoon to be on his deft and still withe
in the woeods, deploy in 8 skirmish line, move to the fire
bresak, snd remeain in observation until ordered td_attaok.

The 24 Pletoon was placed on the iaft with similar instwue-
tions, and.the light machiﬁe_gun section in the center be~
tween the two rifle platoons, It, George Pritchard, command-
ing the heavy machine gun platoon, placed one seotion on the
right of the 34 Flatoon and one section to the left of the

2a Platoon to0 give supporting fire ag necesgary., It. Sie-
wenle wam directed %o hold hig lst Platcon Just inside the
wopds and protest by observabtion to Ghe rear and aoross the
open ground 50 the top of the ridge, Poesitions fer the mor-
tars were non-existent unless they went out in the open, so
they were not emplansed, but stayed in ooncealment, The head~
quarbers gréup also ploked a comfortable spot and awmaited
developmentad (49)

The time was row 0605, and it was rapldly getting lighter,
WoddB_"P"_seemeﬁ 50 be an entirély_differenf type from those

the éompany was in -~ much less dense, the jrees were nel eV~

(48) (49) Personal Knowledge,
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erYgreens, énd there was little underhrush,

The company oonmmender checked the line to see that all
wag ready, took pogition hetween the 2d and 3d Platocens and
ab 0680, used the 536 radio for the first Time with the com-
mand, "Let's go." The platoons rushed acroes the fire break,
‘entered Woods "P®, and in 15 minutes reaohed the other side . -
" of it on the nose of the ridge, Not a ghot wes fired. Plen-
bty of Krauts were there, but they were all desd, wounded, or
eraven in their holes, The artillery and mortar fire of the
day before had done & terrific job ir workipg the position
over, Tree bursis had sprayed open foxholes, direct hiba on
log-covered dugouts had blasted them apart, and soaraely a
tree wag un-scarred by fragments, but still the Germans had
been able to continue firing from the position. (80)

Approximat ely nine dead, 15 more or legs seriously wound-
ed, and seven uninjured were found on the position, Quest-~
ioning brought out Lhe fach that all Lhe others had pulled
out early in the morhing, not bothering aboulb the wounded,
The uninjured eaid they had =still been too ghaken or soared
to go with them,

While the plaboong were making ahother thorough search
of all foxholes and dugoubts and giving first aid to the Ger-
man wounded, the company commander called battalion, ‘He in-
formed ﬁhe battallion commander asg to what had taken plaoe
and stated that he wag about ready to move on to the com-
peny's finsl pesition. ILieutenant Colonel Collins told him
there was a modificabién in plan, and direoted that one plaw

tdonﬂnf the company be sent around the nose of the ridge and

{B0) Personal Knowledge.
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south to Willmerath, (See ¥ap B) Its missicn was to olear
the several houses north of the road running east out of the
Lowny ‘fhe regt of the ocompeny would cout inue on to the pre~
viously assigned final objeobive. Over provests that the
platoon would be without support and very poassibly wifhout
conmunicatiorn, Lieutenant Colonel Collins gaid he had no
pne elge 70 send, thal no aebivity had been noted in ox
around-the houges, but that they had to be checked and held
to protect the 24 Battalionts left flank, (51)
The new job was assigned to the lst Platoon, The oom-

pany ocommander Gold ILt, Siewenie that In the evenit the 536
radio would not reach the sompany, & relay Btatidn would De
set up here on the nose of the ridge o pass on any mesaéges
or oells rfor fire, 'rhe'platoon was quickly oriented and moved
oub . |

" The remaining platoon leaders were asgembled and the
plan for the completion of the mission was outlined. It.
Thomas was dirested Lo hold his platoon there, organize the
able=-bodied prigoners to earry as many of the wounded aa.poa-
gsible, and detail some of his men to take them back Lo bat-
talion. He was given the 34 Platobnfs 536, complete with
fregsh battery, and instrueted that, if before rejoining, he
got notification from the company cormander, he was Ho eatab-
lish the relay staiion with two more of his men gomewhere on
the ridge, After thas he would move on up and rejoin the com-
pany. in the meantime, company headquarters, 34, heavy maQ
chine gun, and weapoﬁs platcons would g0 to the higher ground

and gbart digeging in, Accordingly, the 3d Platocen egain led
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off, initlally retracing its path of the esrly morning.

Thig tinme’a palr of scouts was well out in front and a right
flank guard on the t0p of Lhe ridge. (58)

Reports from It, Siewenie indicated his platoon was
nearing vhe first house, having seen no enemy yet, However,
his transmission was becoming progressively weaker; g0 It
Thomas vas redioced to get up the relay statlon, Uhe first
Telay megsage was that the platoon had been fired on, but
was in & good position and about ta ﬁake a8 rugh for the
first house, [his vwas reported to the battalion commander
with the reguest that the platoonts progress be watched from
the observation post; if possible, and all available assist-
ance given thems A few minubes later, ancther message
'ataﬁed the platoon was 1In the house firing at a located en-
emy position., the relay stablon sald that message was very
faint, end = short while later, reported they ceculd get ﬁo
enswer %o any call, regardless of where they mﬁved The radio.
Nothing further was heard from the platoon until much later
in the day, after it had accomplished the migsion and bhat-
talion headquarters gaihed contach. (53)

The compauy was now nearing the juncture of the ffage
1% was on with t he Eigh ground running generally north and
south. Lhe denge evergreen wqods. along which thé aompany
vas moving, gave ﬁay o a belt of pines whioh led off tq the
south. As the 3d Platoon headed east into the pines, the
Areaded sound of rockets coming that way sent the sompany
‘diving to the ground., The salve 2xploded out in the open

ground, slightly wounding two héadquariers memsengers, One

(62) (B3} Personal Knowledge.
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of thege 1ooﬁed in amazement at a gaping hole in the top of
his helmet and prdbe& gently ab a small gash in his hesad.
He found the fragment lodged in his helmed liner, and care?
fully tuoked it away in a pocket, saying that his grand-
- ohildren would be interested in seeing it, An aid maﬁ pat ched
them both up, and they headed in the direstlon of 0Qlzheim and
the ald station, apparently happy with tﬂeir *million dollar
wounds", It was later reported that somewhere down in the
valley on thelr way, fhey kicked the trip wire of a mine and
were agaln Tortunaite, They continued on, cne of the two hav-
ing lost the seat of his pants and gained ancther slight
seratch. (54)

No more enemy fire fell in the vieinity, and it was not
believed that the single salvo had been dirécted partieularly
ab the company., Moving on into the pines, the company was
halted while the'commander and platdon leaders went forward
on a rather hagiy reconnaissance for a defensive position,

He was more than half convinced that any Germasns who might
have been on this rigge had withdrawn by now.

Beyond the pines the ground sloped gradually upwerd for
about B0 yards, leveled off for a short disteance, then fell
off again to the east, Approximaitely 75 yards down the for=
ward slope vexy thick woods began. agdin. Between the pelt of
pines, along the grest an& down te. the other woods, the ridge
was lightly woeded -~ widely spaced trees, no underbrush or
.small growth, Visibility and fields of fire were not hamp-

ered much by the trees except to the north, fThere a line of

-
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bushes and young trees ran from a point near the grcot, over
the ridge, and almost bo the dense woods., To the south about
50 yards, the open woods ended, glving way to bare ground
which extended for some 200 yards.

The gompany commander did net kKnow the exast loesfion
of L Company toward L{he north, bub felt that 1t oouldntt be
very far away, He planned to start organizatiocn of hig po-
sition, then send s pabrol to make conteot, Complebing vhe
gquiek reoonnsissance, the group méved bask toward the pinesy
They had not gone beyond the bush line to the north, but as
they nesred the somoany, socunds resembling voises and rabtl-
ing equipment seemed to come from the bther glde,

IGommenbing that 1 must pe part of L cohpany, the com=-
pany oommander told the 3d Platoon lesder o send a couple
of men over to Tind out, The men were dispatohed, and the
three plet oons moved out $o thelr assigneﬁ_sectora $0 bee
gin digging their holes, A short while later the two-man
patrol returned and reported, "Theytre GI's, gir," Asked 1T
he was sure, one replied, "Yes, éir, we saw Ghem," (55)
| he oompany position was to be helf-horseshoe-shaped,
the open end t o the northwest, and with the gréatest strength
facing east and south. +the light mashine gun section and one
heavy machine gun sectioﬁ were plaged t0 fire gouthegst and
south, ~Ihe other heavy machine gun seotlon was placed near
the left end of the line v 0 fire northeast o east, The mor-
tars were emplaced nesr the pipne belt. The 3d Platoon with

& Strength of 19 men wag the only rifle unit available at the
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time, and it was going in on the south and southwest portions,
The 2d& Platoon, which wee expected to rejoin very shortly,
would coyer the east portion, extending the line north from
the left machine guns, The heavy bush line which limited
obgervation %o the north and gomewhat to the norbtheaet, wes
about B0 yards to the left {north} of the left flank machine
gun: Assunming L Company was just beyond T he iine, little
attention was paid o 16,

The company eommander mebt ILt. Pritchard, the machine
gun platoon leader, and walked with him to hig left sectlon,
Standing behind the guns snd sbout 15 yards from-the Left
one, they watched the crews digging emplacements and indi-
vidual holes. Both guns were set up and leaded, pointing
east, Twe riflemen, temporarily sent over to this side
from the 3d Platoen, had found a convenient two-man hole
. already dug about halfway between the guns, and were relax-
ing and eating a K~revion. A rifle shotb cracked, and a man
at the left -gun fell ¢to the ground and lay s$ill, It seemed
to come from the left rear, The second man at the gun
jumped to his feet, sboed behind a small four-inch diamever
tree, and peered around it. Imm;diabely there was another
gshot, and the back of his jabket_maa seen to puff out
slightly és a round black hole mppeared, The company-oommand~
er from his now prone position Eursed the "trigger#happy o
Tools" of L Company, but an- cutburst of ﬁachine pistoi fire
aﬁd morTe rifies left no doubt as to Who was shooting.

Thelrighb machine gun was oaught as 1% was swinging

around §o fire. The water jacket was pierced, ammunibion
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velt mangled, and the gunner wounded, All men olose to the
Uwo gung were forced to keep down by the hall of bullets,

A heavier machine gun bégan adding 1ts voiee to the.din.
The company commander wriggled baockward and gained the pro-
teotion of a small depression, He yelled baék %0 a larger
depresgsion, where the command post had been set‘up, far the
23 Platoon to be sent up:, He atill could not determine ex-
aotly where the fire was coming from, However, he did kuow
i, came from the left rear within the bush line.

The ainpe ¢f the ground'prevented the pregent firve from
pitting thé gsouth portion oflthe company.posit;on, but 1f the
Kreuts overran the left of the line and reached the point
where the commander was now, they could take all the rest
of the company under fire from the rear, That tHe Germans
were olosing in beosme obvious, and the left of the line was
in no condltion to stop Them, Not seeing any of the 3d Pla-
toon coming, Ghe company commander yelled ¢o Ibs Pritchard
to get back, crawled to the command post, sent word by mess-
enger o ell elements on the south side, ineluding the 3d
Platoon, to get to the pine vell and assemple'there. A few
Germans broke from the busgh liné and were approaching in -
short rushes. '_

With the 18t sergesnt and two other men of the oommand
pdst group, he fired as fast as posaible to assist the re-
turn of It. Fritchard's men, Five, including It . Pritacherd,
scrembled back. All then made a dash for the pines, evi-
dently unsesn by thé Germans, The heavy firing continued

for about two minutes, then dwindled and ceased entirely., (56)

(568) Personal Knowledge.
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' Under oover of the'pinea, & cheok revealed that eight
men were misging -- two of the 3d Platoon and six of the
mechine gun pléboon; Two heavy maochine guns had been left
on the pesition, and in his haste To get back, one man of
the artlllery forwerd obgerver pafty had abandoned his half
of their SOR 610 redio. Burning with anger at his own neg~
ligence and stupldity, as well as at the false report he _
had received, the company comrand er told the 34 Platuon and
the light machine gun sestion to get ready to flank the
enemy from the north. He radiced It. Thomas, whe reported
that the 24 Platoon had been moving up when the firing
stafted and now was slmost to the pinesg, ‘hey appeared 1ln
a few minutes. UThat platoon now had 13 men, all others
hgving been deglgnated o return the prigoners, guide litter
Bqarers from the ald station, or man the relay station,
whioh'was'still tfying to contaoct the Llst Plaloon, (57)

The company commander briefly oriéntgd Lt, Thomas,
told him t¢ combine the men of the 24 and 34 Platoons inlo
a composite plétoon gnd bhe. ready To go as soon as possible.
The mortar section, hesdquarbters group, énd remaining porslon
of the machine gun platoon were directed to stay in the plnes,
with It. MQZgo, the weapons platooﬁ leader, in command, IG.
Mozge wes to establish seourity, place the mortars so they
aould fire on Gthe position just vaocebted, and send & mortar_
observer with the attaoking group. It. Chomas soon had the
eomposite platooﬁ and the light machine gunners organized,

and without further delay, they were motioned to move oub,

- 3-6 L]




® - ®

While the preparabions were being made, battalion had
twice 08lled v0 learn vhe situstion., The radio opersalor and
1st sergeant had given the information, bub before the at-
tacking foroe had goetten far, the operator ran up to say the
pattalion éommanaer wanted to talk to the company commander,
Signaling It. Thomes to keep going, the dompany sommander
sbopped to bake the-handset of the radio. ILleutenant Colonel
Gollins asked ir'I Company alone could regain the position
or whether asslistance from L Company was desired, He was
informed that the attack was already underway, and no aéaist-
ance was felt necsessary -- as yet, anyhow, Saying he would
call later, the company eommander signed off and ran on te
gatch up with the platoon, He was 1in no meod to ory for
help before ab least makihg & strong erfort to get revenge,

The plan was'to move north in the pine bels, ciosa 8
ravine, which was the head of the second stream srossed in
the early morning; get on the ne;t small ridge and turn east
to the level ground‘atop the main ridge; deploy-further and
erieep south through the thin woods to the old position, This
route and movement worked out well. <Lhe pines ended at The
ravine, the ground on the other slde being lightly wooded.
After turning east end reaching bthe level ground, the scouts
slgneled, and the platoon moved up to join them. This point
wWas estimated to be abogt 300 yards north of the.old position.
No enemy could be seen,

Phe platoon faced souih, deployed as skirmighers, the
~1light machine guns went up on Tthe left Tlank, and all moved

repidly along vhe ridge orests <L[he line had not gone far
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when, throﬁgh the trees ahead, a few Germans were seen
idlely moving around, Wentlng %o get as close as possible,
the platoon sont irued without firing until there wes a sud-~
den shout and heads snapped around to our direotion, Ime
medlately, It. Thomas' submachine gun fire was Ghe signsl
for all weapons in the line to open up., Some startled Ger-
mang fell, others asrambled for holes and.dugouts, One,
running with a burp-gun in his hands, was caught iﬁ the
ochest by & burst of fire from one of the light machine guns
and orumpled in & heap., Snarling and yelling exeltedly,
the plaboon surged forward,'firing at every step, The gun
orews on Lhe left leapfrogged thelr guns, one gun firing
while the obher rushed forward a Tew yaxrds to hit the
ground aund begin shooling again. They kept abreast of the
plaﬁoon.in that menner, firing continuocusly.

hls blanket of marching fire, although not particularliy
asourave, had the very desirable eflfect of making Uhe enemy
keep fhelr heads down and hesibant mbout shoobting back. Hou-
ever, = machine gun oPened-up from the position, focllowed by
geveral rifles and 2 machine pistol. Althéugh the fire was
largely wild, some wen of the platoon hit the ground to
shoot prone, Réalizing that speed was highly_essenbial,
being only about 40 yérds from the position now, NCOts
got them up quickly. In & rush the platoon closed on the
nearest fo:dﬁoles; OCne of the oaptur;ed %4 Platoon men, in
grave danger of being hit by our fire, was Jumping up and
down in wild exoibement, yelling and waving, "Come on, ocome

on}* The Kraut machine gun was seen to be fired by s hand
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reaching up from g hole and pulling the trigger., A hang
grenade stopped it abruptly. {88)

GeImens jﬁmpeé from holeg with upraised hands and
frightened eyes. A sergeant killed one who came out shoot-
ing, Others were brought from thely holes &t gun point.

A group of four made & dash aerogs the open ground for the
woods down the ridge, (One reached that.protection, al-
_though he was seen T o stumble before getting there. He was
the only men Lo esoape from the position, The far edge of
the position was soon reached and all firing ceased. {59)

_ ‘fhe pesition had been esteblished Lo face northwest
and southwesl, wag well camourlaged and dug iu, with logs
and dirt as overhesd ocover for the Toxholes and dugouts.

It was eboul 75 yards from the bush line, and iy was evi=-
dent that at lesast twé-men had egriier veen pogbed in the.
bushes to observe fto the south, <This time no chanoe was
taken with seourity, and men were immediately spotted at
four places around the area Lo observe, protest,; and give
warning while reopyganization tobk place, Of the eight men
previously missing, twe were dead, threse wers wounded --
one seriously, and three unhurt. <They saild the Germans had
treated them well, bandaged the wounded men, and were aghous
%o take them to the rear when the attack started.

The artilleryments half radioc was reocovered intect but
neither of the two heavy machine guns could be used in their
battered conditlon, After collection of Lhe prisouers und
a re-check of 8ll che holes, the results of the attack vers

found o ber B2 prisoners, seven of whom were wounded; six

(58) A-8; (59) Personal Knowledge.
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dead; fou: machine guns; two machine pistols {burp=-guns);
other asgorted weapons and eguipment, '[he oost to the at-
vacking composite platoon was one bullei-burned arm, (60)
| Six rounds of light mortar fire fell near the men on

the ridge, bub no one was hurt, ~The lone escapee had probe
sbly passed on Informetion of what had happenéﬁ. 1t . Mozgo
was oalled to bring up the elements sEill in the pines, =
. five-man patrol was sent north ﬁo definitely locate and_oon-
taet I Company, and g oall was placed Lo battalion, Lhe
situation wag reported, litter bearers and re-supply of am-
munition was requested, Lleubenant Colenel Gollins said
‘he thought the company could expeet to remain where it was
for the night; the 1st Platooen would rej#in ebout dark; a
vire line from hattalion would be installed; and the ocom=
PERY SUpply sei‘geant sent up with ﬁmmunition, rations, elg-
arettéa and blanket roilso

The prisoners, essisting thelr own walking wounded,
and the wounded I fompany men who were able to waelk were
dispatehed 50 Olzheim, The priscners, on being hastily
questioned, had said there were more positions Lo The east,
but 414 not know whether the ridge from here south to
#1llwerath was still occupied. One sgtated that a forsee of
300 wmas Torming somewhere to the northeest, and planning to
gtbask this ridge that night, Although that sounded more
like bluff then truth, LICompany was nofified. (81)

A perimeter position was sed up, uelng the exisﬁing
Gerpen~dug holep oe much ag poesible, and &ll platoons were

tied in with sound~-pover telephone ocommuniocation., CLfhe patrol

(60) ({61) Personal EKnowledge; A-O.
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returned, accompanied by the I Company execuiive offlicer,
L Ocmpany waé locﬁted about 500 yardes to the north, ~rhe
vatrol hed goné and returned along the top of the ridge,
and, although 1t saw some German-dug strong polnts, no en=
eny were sighted. The battalion wire team arrived with an
LE-8 fie¢ld phone and the telephone line, ILitier bdearer
teams carried the Ameriecan and German wounded out. In the
late afterhoon the 1st Platoon and the various prisoner
guard details came up bringing supplies for the company.

With the position c¢rganized and one man in each fox-
hole continuously alert, the company settled down for a cold,
quiet night, uneventful except for the jangle of the tele-

phone telling the commander to move out again before dawn, tea)

ANATYSIS AND CRITICISM

In the two days and one night of the deseribed operation,

I Company made no startling geins, had no out standing sue-
cesses, contributed very little to the "big ploture" of the
- Third Army drive to the Rhine,'&nd the agiual fighting it
did was comparatively light. However, the operatlon polints
up severel prineiples which apﬁly net only to small unit
taocties and problems, bul equally, in many respects, 1¢ large
units, _ | |

”’ilthough not at all peculiar to this part icular opera-
tion, the aseigned frontages for all units, from company up
to and ineluding divielon, were extremely wide for either

the offensive or defensive, Very probably, in view of the

(62) Personal Knowledge,
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enemy situatlon and estimetes of his capebiliiies, bthis we.s
entirely justifiable, The initlal defensive position aiong
the Prum River resolved itsell into a line of widely spaced
platoon and company étrong.pointa. From the small unit com-
menderts viewpoint, wide gaps on his flanké, even though
they mey be covered by planned fire, are wesk points through
which & ptreng enemy can come, get in rear of the unit and
sause a lot ol trouble before being driven off, Wide fron-
tages while on the offengive were not feit so keenly dur-
ing thﬁt period of the war., VEE most instanses, a battalion
attaock became widely divergent separate company sitacks.,
Beqause of The enemyts leck of regerves with which to coun-
terattack, our capture of two separated points frequently
snused him to withdraw from st rong positions between the
points, Such taoctics, although they may not have immediatb e~
ly accomplished the infantryts over-all mission of destroy-
ing the enemy, geined ground, kept the enemy off balanoe,
and made him eontinually delay and fall back, The same re-
sult would certainly not be gained, hovwever, 1I Ghe eneny
were strong enough 0 mount sountersstacks in sufriclent
ghrength to repel the company-gized asgsaults and restore
his line,

V’Efﬁompany*s reverse slope position on the ridge be~
tween Olzheim and Xleinlangenfeld was undouvbtedly the
strongest oblisinable in that part iecular sgector, ToO get a
forward slope position meant either being entirely exposed
on the east side of thé'ridge, or being back nearly 1b00O

yardsfé In the latter oase, a strong outpost would have had
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to be maintained in Olzheim in order to hold the town, and
8 dﬁngerous salient would have existed in the line, Viith
the Germans hold ing Kleinlangenfeld and the easbern slope
of the ridge,:it wes g cage of HWo reverse.slope positions
facing each other, Either could effectively stop esn infan-
| try atiack cominglaaross the open ridge top; bubt to do se,
sonstant slertness, especially ab night, was vital, The
German defenge of Kleinlangenfeld failed because they were
Yoo late In debechbing the X Company apbroach.

;’fﬁe initial misslion given I Qompany of crossing the
minefield and attacking through Woods "Z" toward Kleinlanw
genfeld was unsound under vhe particular circumstances in-
volved., <The neoessiiy for secresy prevented the use of fhe
guiokest and hest means available for clearing a path Through
" the minefield, The fact that an accidentally exploded mine
eould destroy secresy was not eonsidereq‘ 1f a second
prong on che attaeck of Kleinlangenfeld were desired, 8roes~ -
ing of the minefield should have been delayed until suoh
time as seerecy was no 16nger a negegsity, and pfoper meth-
cds could be used, The fact that The mine explosien did not
arouse Lhe town's defensges was lucky for X Company and an
ingrimination of the German slertness.

“’@he rormation_and rouie used for Lhe company movement
in the early morning of 1 Mgrch ig considered exoellent,

The uge of close~in flank guards end a roving patrel Ahead
of the oolumn gave effective security, along with ease of

oontrol in the darkness, AL one time the company commander
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wlloved the head of the column %o move too rapidly for the
more heavily leden machine gun platoon to keep up: The re-
.5plting loss of contaoct could have been much more serious
1f the officer who first notlsed the bresk had not Gaken
prompt action.

.~ When the close approach of the enemy column was dis-
govered, the company commander*s hasty decision not to fire
was faulty., Sinee Woods "P" had already been bypassed by
I Company, it should have been readily apperent thaet the sn-
emy was withdrawing from the pogition ravther than re-sup-
plying it. Even if the position had remained fully manned,
gudden pre~dawn firing immediately bo their rear would have
had s demoralizing effect on the defenders,

\The falme report of the two-man patrol that it was L
Gompany on the left beyond the bush line, was a serious,
inexcusable blunder which cost two lives and Jjeopardized
many obhers. That inTormation, slong With the lack of se&~
ourity measures Laken on the left flank pending the arrival
of. the zdrglatoon, ailowed the eompany to be hit from the
direction least expegted. .

V’fﬁe deoigion to withdraw from the position under the
oireumstances ig8 congidered proper. To remain would have
brought the éntire, partly organized position under flanke
ing and‘rear fire with 1ittle recourse., Withdrawing allowed
tﬁe mounting of a suseessful ecounteratitack in a minimum of
time gnd with & maximum effeét, the speed and aggressiveness
‘of the dounterattack soupled with the unexpeoted direction
and heavy assault Tire Saused the enemy position to be sur-

prised, plnned doan snd overrun with no damaze Lo The ailsckers,
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LESSON S

.¢&. In eexrtsain sibtuations, a revérse slope position isg
the strohgest for defense, I

v2. Surprise oan often be gained by pre-dawun attack
without aztillery preparation,

«B. ‘the mission assigned one subordinate unit of a com~
mend must be euch that 1ts execubion does not jeopardize the
scoomplishment of the migsion of another unit.

_s/i} In a night movement eross-oounbry, a small roving
palrol &s sé;;rity to Lhe fronL is efTective and easy 30
cénﬁrolg ‘

'IQ?HSQ During a nighl movementy, guides should be posted
at oritbical points along the rouse 56 insure that no follow-
ingvggﬁelon loses contaot ;heze and falls to0 continue on the
sorrect roube. |

6., To be sound, every decision, regardless of the haste
or sonditions under mhkéh-i%-is made, mist be bgsed on logiesal

‘reascning.

»’?. In order te minimize the possibility of returning an
inaccurate report, a pabtrol must be glven speeifie, detalled
prders and impressed witﬁ Lhe necesaiby ror the desired ine-
féf&étion.

W%. Adequste seeurity for o unit must never be overlooked,

B Speed and aggre981veness are ?13&1 bo a sucoessiul

gounteratiack., _
_¥410; Heayy assault Tlre by sdvancing riflemen oan ¢ffeobively

neutralize an-enemy-pggit;on while the attackers are closing in.
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