Dec.. 31, 1344
On Sunday the 17th received s warning order from Hqrs
. XVIII Corps to be ready to move on 12hrs notice to the front.
. A German attack wae apparently making unprecedented headway
| between the first and third armies. First order received at
* . 1900. At 2100 regeived notice to move as scon as possible. Order
. B 1ssued to the 82nd to move at 0500 the next day the 10lst to
__ _move at 1400 the next day. Olse Base to provide the transportat-
- lon. I left at 2300 for the CP of the U3 First army arriving at
" 0900 the 18th. Things in an uproar: The Germans about ten mlles
 away and coming on. CP at Spa Germans at Stavelot, Declded io
~  put'me at Whebapmont. Div started o arrive just before dark.
+ First germans, and AG of the 1lat 55 Div krooked out by a
. 30 Div roed block at Hablemont at about 1800. Div concentrate€
~ and ready to move by daylight, & quick move executed to the
~ " line Trois Pont-Vielsalm-Samchateau-Regne-Ffaiture, Contact made
- wWith the Tth Armd, 106th; and 28th Divs wnich were almost cutl
- " off. Held line agalnst determined and strong German attacks for
~ _eeveral days during which time we mpped up the cut off spearhead:
- - of the lst 53 at Cheneaux, covered the extricaticn of the Tth ;
© ~Armd-thru Vielsaslm. wWithdrew to the line Trols Ponts=Floret—
- Manhay. Right flank up in the alr and never ccbered by the 3ra
_ —Armd Div nor the Tth Armd. Badly chewed up several german attack:
- . agalnst the new line. 'Right now today the Germans are thinnlng
~out on-the divislon front and what the future holds is a big
. question. He is capable of making a very strong attack to the
north out of his sallent but on thls front he ls defimi:
. . falling back. What 1s the answer? This has been an experience
-~ _the like of which I hope I never have again. It will be invaluab
le to me in future years, Our army has a hell of a lot to learn
~but at present these alrborne troopeérs of this division are
‘monkeys o s opposing them, They are.
sombat | ©rg. The German
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?tt&ﬂk- That 1s their forte still, Several days ago FM
lIOntgomery &t & prassconference very Kindly told the world
Lhat he ordered the divislon to withdraw after it had saved
the 7th Armd, 106th and 28th Dive, Ordered it against the ——
Protests of the division commander. Published in the 3 & S
1t helped & great deal. -In-the attack I lost some Very—fine—
officers, notably Vandervort who lost his left eye Jjugt
cutside of Abrefontaine. Coossing the valley from Ebrefontaine
was very rcugn until the 508th captured the west end of Thier
du Mont thus denylng the krauts observation. Cpt. Olscn my -
alde wae again hit, this time in the right leg. We werse
together followlng a connecting plagoon of the 325 work
(" between twe battalion when the krauts threw lots of apty
at us. Tree bursts. I was very lucky. The bof between Olson
- and myself had his leg gefered just above the knee. I put a
tourniguet on him and toour surprise we saved his 1life. Olson
gave him the morphine. His leg flew across the road and for a
minute Olson thought that it was Bis. Woode was hit a few day
eerlier when we were up with the 517 trying to push one of
th attacks. This buslinese of making green outfits go is
positively dangerocus but it mua® bte done. During the past few
wegeka Barney (Oldflie)d has been very helpful with the publiecity
The XVIII ®rps 18 now attacklng with the 75th, 106th, 30th,
and Tth Armd Divs, we are in corps reserve and I-believe that
Army has a string on us slthough corps willl rict admit it. Our
poeition is unusual. Army, I believe, wants to keep us out of
"turthrr"fighting"tuh517a—un—furf:n*atrhﬁfﬂi—miﬁstﬁﬂ“IIIiE;’__"
.~ This may be a SHAEF directive. Ridgway who commsnds the Corps,
; nis first pbre 1 cOombat s most & —+t o comm
L wiil undoubte
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In all of my good paratroop units they attack in ordinary
gombat uniforms, hoping to bring up the overcoats and blankets

1__.}gtar, Rations are ccld entleely unless they can heat them in
& hole 1f and when they get to one, Most regular outfits wear

{ overcoats. Soldlers must be taught to be tough and in teaching

: them officers must set the eXample. Phere ig a fundamental dif

= Terence between combat and maneuvers. Combat is the pajoff,

" there is ne discomfort to great If it will bring victory in

! even the smallest fight. Most outfits bring up hot chow when

,  ohey vanm which ¥s frequentiy often. We eat cold ehow entirely
in the forward areas. Trench foot 1s a source of casualtlies

“——inﬂsnm&-c&aea_gra&tar-than-gun ahot wounde. One Bn my 551

| dld not wear its overshoes in a n attack and sustained

——8bout 230 trench foots cases in three days. Gun shot:wounds™

and shrapnel wee about 190. That Bn is comparatively ineffect-

—3ive now, We are now training with panzerfausts whnich are

- damngood. They will punch the front plate of a tiger tank.

~—Wa are alcs training our men Lo drive tanks and tank destroyer:
since cur armored supporting people frequently abandon thelr

— vehicleas when threatned in an attack., Commanding this divisio;
ls qulte a task and a feat., I Hope that I meagure up to 1t wel:

- These troops are the best inthe world and are deserving of the

= TR

best leadership. Given it they will do anything.

. ~ Nonceveaux, Belgium Jan. 18th
Still in a rest area. A most unusual state of affsirs,
If our infantry would fight this war would be SVerybDyInow. T
our prgsent fr are two very weak germa
i T r "I.' SIS . " :.ﬂiig : -
one about it, American
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Nonceveaux, Belglum
Jan. 24, 194§
Stlll in the rest areas but with promise of moving into
‘ the attack. I am pleased with my feelinge in the matter. The 1
fact that we were again going to attadk 1 found rather pleasan
The troops are ready also. Sitting around gets rather tiresome
Especially in a place Buch as this, If the war must be finish#
why then lets at it. The other night 1 had dinner with Gen. - -
Hodges and his staff. Gen. Keen his C/8 had asked me. Nice for
2 change although as uaual it is alwaysa dlsturblng to go back
Lo a higher headquarters ang engounter thelr lack of familiar-
_ity with the thkngs that go on in the front. They were all
r‘ﬂmnat ocutspoken about the Stars and Stripes claiming that Gen.
Fatton gets all of the headlines. I have a feeling that it is
. Dot the best staff in the world. They are much more capable
than personable. Keen told me that in his oplnion the Div
would be in the lines about apother hhree weeks, that in
that time we would attack with the 1st Army to the east to
wards the Rhine., He must have been given this impreesion or
our stay by SHAEF. He sald that he would like to Keep us put
‘Lhai ns doybred If nes cuuld. He would also 1lke to kKeep Gen.
Ridgway witn the XVIII Corps staff and of this he felt that
it may bepossible, reasoning that there is little chance of
an A/B Corps operatlon, Ridgway on the other nand is hell
bent-on keeping us in his corps and he will never 1et us go
without a direet order from SHAEF. It is a1l most unfortunate
= Jfrﬂm-infﬂfﬂn7iﬂwpﬂiﬂt-'I"hﬂiil?i"thﬂtmﬂHﬁﬂfwﬁﬁutﬂ_Prﬁﬂpﬁif__d
act on his recommendation to send us back for A/B preparation

-~ Af he would so recemmend.- he -

. 1s-ordeped to command an A/B operation. Quite a mess with
. # -l-] E "&hﬂ—ﬂ ....... ¥ B i 5 a

(itles ol ampil ~and "fuge involved.
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attitude after a bit that was be carefully controlled.

Akin somewhat to indifference but more just simply 'browned
___off" or maybe I need a leave,.The 1life of an MG Le not much
fun, rather solitary. IT one is tos tough, Just ‘annSOB 1t

soon reflects ltself In the division. There ia bitching and y
- gr'iping about everythnlng with 1ittile cooperation. 1f one is
toco easy things stay in ‘order Jjust so long ad not & bit
- "longer. Needless to say one must know everything that goes on
and learn the business from the ground up. There 1s where I
"belleve that most of them make a mistake, They do not 8 pend
encugh time in their front positions. Scon they lose touch,
lose confidence, make bad decisions, and generally do not
get the performance out of their trops that one would 'Tﬂ
normally expeet. But to-'command a division for & long
pericd of time in constant combat 1s difficult and trying.
The mental problem is greater than the physical. Hugo Olsen
1s back on the Job. I'll have both for the attack. The
‘Russlane are doing wonderfully thank god. We may yet end

this in 1945,
Holzheim, Belgium 1
Eﬂb' 31‘#:1. 19#5 3
~__About six daye ago we Jjumped off from the Wallerode-
Medell line Just NE of St. Vith with the mission of punching
. Lhe Seigfreid line near Udenbreath and Neuhof. Yesterday we
seilzed that portlion of the line within our sector and it was
& very rough deal. Five days of attacking thru countr
entirely devold of raode and even in many cas.s trails. Deep
snow hampered all movement throughout and the krauts resistec
quite bIﬁﬁéFl?JAFﬁffﬁﬁiﬁly"iftif“t%i fifﬁtfdif_wEmhhﬁ*HImfﬁﬁ_
hls ass and it was sim a case of going fast enough to kee
hintEer e TR SR AASRUTROR ¥a0 Eenera sy oo, o]
with the main effort along the high ground fanning out &
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thien we are being well employed, if not properly employed..
The present situation is full of promlge, The Germans
appear to De beaten and beaten badly. With better troops I
g8ee no reason why we could not run all over them., The public
wWill never know nor never appreciate this. Our american
army individually means well and tries hard bubt it is not |
the army that one reads about in the press., It is untrained
and comparatively inefficient. Certainly our Infantry lacks
courage and elan. I do not see how this can be acquired in
less than several more moriths orf wap and 'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁftil'ﬂ'igi_ﬂ'fﬂ}ﬁ_f
of the lessons learded in each operation.. Some people say
=. ""The Battle 1s the Payoff", in fact & book has be6H Writt:
Fs° bout it and a best seller at that. This is a fallacy. The
digestlon of the lessions learned ‘and their gapplication 1g
the payoff. Ed Ostberg was hit and killed yesterday. Like
most paratroop officers he was hit exposing himself wen he—
should have ‘been using cover,We have all lenned how to move
and fight a division with efficiency and dispatch. It seems
very clear to me that our higher headquarters tke entipely |
~—too mueh time to put plans and orders into effeect. I -wi
that T could spend scome time on an army or an-army g oup
———staff, We must learn to move more quickly or we w. be
beaten. Gosh I would like to fight broops with more speed
———and kllling power than we now ha _ irborne units
have 1t, Some say its being overburdened with heavy equip-
- ment others say lts Jjust their mental attltude. It is
hard to eay. Certainly older officers gei ideas that stay
with -he _: 1.?:_!_ e ‘nelther ric naelve _ \- b '."'":;_ ,.__- s e
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- accomplish a great deal, The snow has melted uncovering many

Rott, Germany Feb. 10, '45
__To our dismay aned disbelief the penetration intc the
Selgfried line at Udenbreth waa not exploited. In fact the
entire lst and 82nd Div sectors was taken over by the 93th Div
88 a holding mission. The background is that FM Montgomery
obtained the go signal from gen Eilsenhower to launch an attack
wWith the British and Canadian Armles-and the US 9thes The US
lat 1s protecting ite southern flank. Thus the bufld-up ls to
be abandoned and much of oup Bweating and losses was 1ln valn,
Difficult to explain thils gort of thing to the troops. It/ is
surprising how influentisl Mentgomery ls. It is understandable
when one looks back over the futile efforts of the US ﬁrmiﬂ-ﬁ
during the past winter. Defginitely declsive action was
lacking. The german succeeded mazingly well in spoiling all

—of —our attack preparations..We have Just simply have got to

learn to take risks to gain combat successes.. Nothing ventured
nothlng galned never was more true., Mental courage and confidef
nce is essentylal. Up here the 505 and 508 have been working

With the V. Corps to assist in capturing the damns along the !
Roer river. Nasty Job and one that ecould have been done by ¢
anyone, Nex t we are to attack across the river on the souther
Tlank of the US lst Army thus protecting the flank of Montgome;
y's effort. Even if Montgomery's effort succeeds it will not

__of the dead and decayed of the past several months on this

front, The 28th Divieion evidently took a bad beating in this

area. A dlscouraging sight to see. Much of thaé#r tanks, jeeps,,

weasels, arms etc, abandoned. THYdr wounded and dead 1ért on
e : g. If only our statesmen could spend a

r fire next to a three.
PAgot k0. atopp iwars; b
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L€ tlt BEems Lo me that it takes two different temperments in

2] Aisarmy. One for regular ground divieions and a different

s for an atrborne division. The alrborne trooper gets furious,

] lmpatient ad finally disgusted with the vacillation and

gt delay in getting going 1n a ground Tight With ground units.

3} They take forever to plan and stage a show and then they

- get nowhere after they start. The analogy of nitcHing a

L) racencrse 1o a plow 18 no fallaey. The airborne trooper

¥4 wears himself fighting the syetem, he 18 & bit too high
strung teo be wallowing in the mug indef@initely. Ourfitst
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?F cases of lice showed up Yesterday. Came

_ Camp Sissone, France

from ocecupying———

former German billets. The german army is ripe for airborne
eperatlems. They eould be tken apart now.- —

o Febi R ehtE s

Returned at last to our bae. The area has been taken up

quota of about 150

nurses they me rather welcome. The troops have been moved
under canvas, rather comfortable however. Attended a 504th

- prop blast several nighte ago, lots of f
Wellems talked about their attack to cap

un muech Tike old timd
ture Herresbach

they were, as the saylng goes down to their uppers. The men

were finally so exhausted that they drop

ped in the ﬂn“-_ -

which was in places walst deep, unconscious. Their company
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commanders and platoon leaders would drag them to their feet
and slap their faces until they came to and th '
continue walking. German snipers, which wa
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his chief suprisingly frank in saying that Eelipse probably
would never come off because Lhe Russlans would be there fir
With that background I have not been pushing our planning.
Today however Eaton C/8 of XVIII Corps sald that the whole tl
= . ching was firm politically and that 1t would go. Hard to
S belleve but it may be. How in the world can it be arranged
* . . Ztor the Russims to wait at one 8treet while we load up &nd
LY Jump a week later. Even now they are close to Berlin.. Had a
.~ VWonderful three days in London, Val looking well and as
: attractive as ever, I Peally worry though about her attitude
—8nd how unhappy we could be unless she ehanges. Frospects do
not look too good for us. The division doing beautifully _nd
having lessrf diselplinary trouble than ever in its history.
I believe that I have them all with me. Jump tested the
C=46 yesterday. Lindquist who Jumped with me told me this'
afternoon that he sustained a partlslly frgtured upper arm.
— I'd gure like to live Lhrough combat jump five. I believe tha
e five are as many as one man should be given. Beyond that is
g Loo mueh. We all reslize it now. There 1s a drain on the
- courageof a man that cannot be replaced. Leave nor passes
- do not make the fourth and fifth Jumps any easler. Went to
Pleauville to amdrd gold watches to two Francaiswho befriend
us in Normandy Saturday. Quite an affair. Got in a good plug
for the Division Fourriguerre, Y et

-

—- — Camp 5issone,  Mech 18th —
R A full weéek of jumping and glidering. Jump tested the

 C-46 Sunday, jumped with the Div Hqrs fllght Tuesday, jumped
. . with the 508 Wednesday. During the am drop on Wednesday a c-47
ki 1¢st a propellor, dropped into the pattern , took six, jumpers
- - ' along in its crash to the ground. Thought it a good hdests
e tume -k he 1 pm-and 80 Aid w ; I '|L_
g 1 "tj-wagvd ‘men including four air corps. Marlene Deltrick here ~

d an interesting conversation with jpg. 5 ;
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Wedd, Miss Gellhorn turned :augagg giﬂzzzti a par{::;?hlzizﬁﬁ
ne ;
s Ver met ner likes md would just as seon not in ayone else.
e took the damn place apart. It wa wonderful, There will ne
Aore vislts with her here.Tuesdy, the 20th, went to Hqrs 9th
Army at Munschen Gladbach for a ceremony at which FM Montgomer:
made several British awards. My DSO included. A nlce affair. |
Lots of Rank, Hodges, Gerow, Simpson, and a half dozen M3s.
The staff gossip 1s that the Germans Have practically no
Organlzed reslstance on the far gide of the Rhine. The crossin,
is toc be made by Montgomery on the 24th. His technique is
interesting, His patience and thorough buildup is extremely
Fyonservative but undoubtedly what it takes in this kind of
_“Alghting. Patton is roaring along on the southern front and
may cross the Rhine today and to hell with an @irborne bridge-
nead., That is good fighting. Talking before dinner last
night the staff seemed quite taken by the well known anecdote
coneerning the S04th's efforts to get prisoners on the N1 ]Jmeg
en front. The patrol leader would slip un on a fhx hole, =
reach in and attempt to pull the kraut out. Crigging ‘in the
bottom he couldn't quite be gotten holf of, The patPol leader
would drop a grenade in and go to the next hole locking for
a bigger kraut who could be reached. That is their report.
The story is however that they would pull the krauts out of
thelir holes and 1f they were not big encugh they would drop
them back in, drop in a grenade with them, and go on th the
the next-hole until they found one of sat@sfactory and —

E“itﬂﬂhlﬂ size. 9 ﬂnm!- Enm Hﬂrﬁh Eﬁm
T Yeaterday took off at OG15 and wenl to Munschen Gladbach,
took off from there at 0940 and EH_I over Venlo at 0955 there

- ] ad t ‘.‘r--' ...:- ;.-.1':-;-1_.' .- _ ; 1 .nn :_. “-W n l:I on
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not as tight, bomber stream in fact, and they flew finally
at 3000 ft. The DZ pattexid did not look too bad, at least Y
some of them were excellent. But all in all it was & very 1rs
rough show and, in faet, 1t appeared 4 bit dangerous. £h
o S Va _ ]
' Welder,! Germany April 2; 1945
Attended a condlerence at FAAA CP at Maison Lafitte Thursds]
‘afternoon March 29th. Two 1fis advanced for the use of Abn
TRps before the war ends on the continent. One, dropplng aneas

b of the armd spearheads for the purpose of supplying petrol

|
and Infantry; two, dropping separate bns of PW camps to Le
protect the prisoners from fanatical eivilisns. After the -g
i

eonference visited Gen. Parks and he told me that Gen
Bradley had Just conferred with Gen. Lisenhower and had
; secured permlsslon to use the 82nd and 101lst on the wWest bank)
~——of the Rhine inorder to release aboyut elght .divisions. SHAEF
approved. The orders were lesugd Friday and here we are. The
——Div has been assigned to the XXII Corps of the 15th Army.  ha
: Called cn Gen. Gerow on my way up Sunday the let. We are
——relelving the 86th, a. very green but yery fine looking
@#ivision. This was their first positidn and not too good a
W____nnn.;Thi krauts apparently have pulled out. The division
1 Irontage 1s 35 miles generally centered on Cologne or what  1d
48 left of 1t, It defénltely ppeamss as though the german is :,
| through., We were ready to leave Sissone. 5ix wesks out of 4
—the line isplenty although I appreciated the opportunity to
! absorb and train the reinforcements. Ximx® Made a deli A
| acquaintance in Peggy Kenecht of the 242nd General. A nice |
girl and we get along very well together, however it was time,
for me to leave. _ - e

L
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e The boys 8till arriving. Those b o, Ay

- Stolberg near Aachen. The motor s ed last nigh

86t t111 holding eagerly but 'Y _greenly. Harp b X
: - |l 1Ay they have n the ro 2
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Welder, Germa April 9th
1 Took over and holding 35 miles of the E]rgnﬂ riﬂr line as well
tgrsmrarning about 650 square miles of Germany. This includes |1
@@ displaced persons camps which are quite a headadhe. The ||
gsrmans across the river although in what is ¢jearly a hopeless |
Plight ‘are nevertheless very tough. On April 5th a german colonel
Corps surgeon of the Blst Corps accompanied by a second Lt. Who
Spoke excellent. english came across under a white flag, He had |
With him a 1etter signed by Gen. of Inf. Koehling and a map ¥
Bhowing two areas in which they nad concentrated tHigr wounded ||
eivilians and soldiers, His mission was to request us not to firg
into those dreas. This we certainly would not have done if they
Were properly marked anyway. He got as far as a company CP in a |
Pef _iBr in a house in Mefkenich. My first reaction was to take |
Hﬁh' prisoner as I alwaye have in these cases but after some —il]
|"’-’;hﬁu5ht- I pigured with his rank and XXII Corps'newness they mighi
“Overrule me after-he reached the Corps PW cage. That would then
be a hell of a mess since he would have seen all of my &rea.. It
“41s8¢ was pessible that higher Hgrs would be interested in them
&8 emissaries to the surrounded krauts. I therefore called Gen .,
-Harmon the Corps CG who inturn called the army CG who said 1et
them return., This was done the following morning..The night of |
‘the 6th A 80 504 was sent across and took over the town of |
] Hitdorf. The german reaction was strong and vioclent evident il
‘thinking that it was & bridging site. We had a hell of a fight
_and .finally had to withdraw the company with about 30-35% loss
_the t of the Tth. Had guite a fight qith CG Corps who seemed
_to fear leaving them over there, It was best to withdraw them fi

y. We havehad numerous patreols cross the river altho T
L a anbles The EPaute Wait until the boat T4 Iage |
_ready oNn_cn the fan.shors and GheD thessia

of Puture in that. Bob Capa and M !
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g —~* na +ticht. homhar atream in fact, and the

y flew finally

Welder, April 13th
Heard this morning that President Roosevelt had died
yesterday. A shock and an irreplaceable loss at this particular
time. Regardless of how much any of us disagreed with him the
facts were that he wa: a graat man and a real war leader. I do
not see how we can replace htm. His Viece=-President, Mr. Truman,
appears totally inadequate, We americans are due for dark and

_ trylng daye and years ahead and the world peace efforte have

1

‘should know more of out future, we all suspect that it ig
‘destination; N :

been done an irrepairable harm. ‘Willkie was a great man. What
for the future, at least it will be interesting.. Humanity isa
on the march and:we for a change are not ‘in the van. As long as
our markets last and our natural resources are -full and plenty
we can afford the luxuries of a purely capitalistlec natlion

but our days are numbered and we ‘will have to Join the marek
Our front le becomingmore and more quiet, soon there wlll be
no enemy whatscever., Had General Harmen in yYesterday for luheh,
he allowed as to'how our fighting on this continent was over,
On the other hand I visited Hqrs XVIII Corps and learned that
General Ridgway had elicitedandobtained the backing of Gens,
Hodges and Bradley to get the two ABN Divs to the eatern front
for the flnaj elean-up, Gen JCH Lee who was in & day or so ago
sald that he did not think that the fighting up thee was now
worthy of the 82nd. There may be something to that, the fact of
the matier 1s that there is practically no fighting, The daily
advances are hardly more than marches, the blggest problems
being thbse of supply andtransport. Last nlght we had patrols
across the river into Hitdorf. We used for-the first time '

_dnfra-red flash lights and beacens to signal to the patrolas. It
- was preeminently successful. Next we want to develop the PND,

or "mouse-detector" as it is affectionately called, Miss Gellhor
8till around. I 1like her very much, she is brilliant and charmin
Had her land at A-58 with Bob Capa when they arrived, That .
way wefound out why the airport was unt_hiins-usiﬁ!_Thg:kxgﬁﬁf!g

vant 4o gt Lo the Peostis. Haituts
[SSrE,of PER0E snd ways of pedgec:
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Germa April 15th
r Recelved movement imminent orders ;istnrday. no idea whari.ﬂ

It is about time, we are far too comfertable here. Have stayed
4P until about 100 and 200 am the past wdek talking to Martha.
She 1s by far the smartest woman that 1 have ever known, she
is moset sincere and genuine too, One of the few genulne people
.~ Completely devoid of pretense that 1 have ever met. I 1like her
idess very much, M&nt.all;.r we could be very MPPE but ngug]_lﬁr
1 believe that we are far gpart., She writes tnly as she feels
and the public can g0 to hell if they don't 1like it, which I
. 8dmire very much but it isn't necessarily golng to make her & |
f (iﬂﬁ'ﬂf money. She has been a wonderful influence and experience
. msr W8, I need to know people like her. She frankly criticizes
.l me and the army and what ever strikes, or fails to strike, her
fancy. Which is good for me and whiech I do not get enough of. |

- by Germany, April 17th
' -~ _ The movement Imminent was auparently a staff officer's 111-
considered haste, but that we are moving soon is guite apparent.
-~ We are_to be in SHAEF reserve and to move to the area Wesel=
Frankfurt-Kassel in what I believe will be gn ocecupational
-~ role, Gen. Harmon told me yesterday that he had it froma very
. high level that we are on a high priority for shipment to the
f——Pnuifia. I have-also had it From another source that we are on
a very high priority for shipment to the states. So far every-
-~ thing fits Into the pleture.We are belng held back for ready
- preparation and shipment to the states and then to be refitted
~ —and-shipped to the Pacific. But as always ln war anything ma
~ happen, The front is moving along nicely and contact ahnulﬂzia
L. BUEES S, < : A
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- Germany April 218t
The place and time of meeting the Russians now hooms large
as the most. intriguing thing of the moment. Our Staff pool
.. .®mounting to 22 pounds 1s at stake, Dresden locks good. My
—«  cholce 1s Ublgau., The most lmportant tehing is that a meeting X
3 18 to take place at last after these four years. Innerited B
-~ 9,500 more Russians yesterday,.They are all doing well.. They =m
ére a fine people. The divisions future is as mueh in doubt as
" ever, I belleve that we will be given a good idea &8 BOCn &8
the Russlian corridor is opened and SHAEF can fee] certalin of
-~ & clear unobstructed rosd to Bictory.

- Welden Germany April 24th &
.- Recelved information yesterday that the divislon

i would De xEX go with the XVIII Corps to the 2nd British Army

'1!_' for participation in the severance and clearing up of ke

- Denmark. We should move in about three of four days and be cloa

-, - ©d up near the Elbe by the 30th. It cannot amount to much J
| “except considerable physical discomfort and very little flght=-

- +~.Aing, I do not liketo go with the XVIII Corps. They take away
everything that is not nailled down and give us n thing. Made a

"~ trip to Versallles and talked to Col. Kessinger, ADCS (-1 SHAER

'j]* yesterday regarding redeployment. I am sweating it & tit. Then

i
o P, T

went tﬂ_FM at LaMalsonlgFitte and talked tp G=1 re our :
Nijmegen citation., Back at Sissone called G-4 Olse Base and
found out that we are again belng moved out of our home. The 5
redeployment program sounds all screwed up. The 13th which has
not heard a hostile ahot and which has be mere coincidence just
- missed participation in a local Abn show has been given t L
{'ﬂﬂ-ﬂplﬂ&'ﬂlﬂ&t; - urn to the states, Woy! they have
\OH DeHERNRY | combat, What
18 set on theh |

':
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of us golng to the Pacific a ter this winds ups. This wes & "
shock. We have had our hearts set on it..I asked him to do all
that he cdould to arrange it and he said he would. I believe
that he may be in error. Rumor has it that we are going. He
alos told me that there are to be two Abn Divisions and two
Separate regiments in the post war army. Where I will fit into
this god knows., I 'am not anxlious to return to the states to
sit and decay. We move to the 2nd British Army ares today.

Hohenzethen, Germany, April 27, 1945
—_ Arrived here last nlight. The Division CP in the assembly
area of the divislon six miles from the Elbe river and forty
_——mllea from Hamburg. The 26th returned to Sisscne for a short
}E"Ht prinelpally to talk to CG Oise Base re our having to
—~eove from Sisaone in connectlon with the redeployment program.
- . We apparently were in priority one for return to the states to
. parade in NY é&n VE day with cone Armd and one Inf div. When the
13th was not sent in they took our priority and they are to
___return fipst evidently for transit to the Paciflic or breakup. .
- Here we have a'new divislon that has never heard a nostile sho

_ that 1s belng sent back tc the homeland to parade as a repres-
-~ entative combat division because of a staff convenlence while
- a veteran division slts and fights. This will never be under-
! stood by a staff offieer. It is unbearable to a combat soldler
Anyway the prospects are that we will have to move fromSissone
- to make Ppom for divisions golng back to the States. A most
.~ unpleasant prospect, Had a short visit with Peg Kneecht. A hel!
~%of a nice person. » 8west. This sector loocks OK from here,
thousands of DPs wandering about and a number of PWs. Had a
~ geen the actual front yet but I understand that 1t may be wet.




Keil Canal'before the Russings get there and take q;gr. In
addition they want to take over control of Denmark. T >
Rusaslans cant be very far away, no one knowsa how far, ﬂnlt'f;ig.
uehtly the British ecrossed the E£lbe 'on our left at ﬂ?ﬂﬂt
mornlng three days before the planned crossing. We &re ﬂth
protect their right ‘and meet the Russiane. The krauts on e
river are iln a dlaputative frae of mind, we dpparently lost
some men in a patrol last night. Reached the depths the day .
before on reconnalssance in Hitaeoker when 1 came across & plg
eating & dead kraut. The nolse that he made was more bother-
some than the act. I could hear it at lunch. I have seen enoug

h of war for a lifetime, The current practice of the quuq.

of makdng fertilizer of their enemles glves factual proof g
to the exponentas of the

theory of reincarnmation. They cani g/ /|
at least prove thi one of theéir dpostles turned up &8s & t“r“1?4

: Ludwiglust, Germany  May 3rd .=
There will neve

r be a day, 1ike this again nor a week for s
* that matter. The division ero

: ssed the Elbe with one regt, the
505th, the night of the 29th-30th. Moving with its usual elan -
and speed the bridgeheag was eatablished by daylight the 2y
erossing having been started at 0100. I followed at 0430 and “a

- by 0500 found myself in the heaviest

] ‘artillery econcentrationg im
the I have experienced Tor some t infe
new in a sea mine, a mine activated

«-We engountered somethingn
by a magnetiec activated .
swltch pre-set for a certain number of fluctuations. The 505
was Tollowed by the 504 which attacked Eﬂ'th'-ﬂﬂumh;hh&;ﬁa :
Darceau in an hour thus unigovering another bridge eite. Th
~ OA%S up from Cologne crossed the Elbe and attacked with i tis

. yormored Division COB of which had been attached 1o the divis
:u_er«iThE Eﬂ' 1 E*';- e _-r g 1 P d—hmfﬂwf ¥

mn" l'ﬂtl-a mu__ .-.\,__' s - o m -:.-'E‘: b 5 o
- The 2nd an attack wa
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! vislt myy CP to arrange the surrender of his wounded and
allled PWe. I told them that I would accept the surrender
: of his complete army only and on unconditional térms onlys |
: He sald after some talking that he would transmit these
i terms to hls CG. The son of the grand duke wag present &nd |
. wanted to stay overnight in the Palace. This I refused to
i let him do informing him that he would be processed sg & PW
if he remalned, He told me that the house was the property
of the english erown ete.. I reminded him of the english
bombed homes and so it wént.. At about 2000 Lieut. Gen..
| von Tlppelskirch arribed with his staff to arrange the
| m final surrender. Sfter much talking and lengthy discussion
= in whlec he‘asked me my-plans and wanted obviously for the
US troops to move out and aceept the surrender of his army
where 1t stood I accepted unconditionally the surrender of
nis complete army.There was little choice for him. I teld |
alm that the Russlans were our allies and that I proposed te
move agalnst him anddestroy his army in conjunetion with
them if he did not surrender. He surrendered returning only
" work out the details of the withdrawal of his troops.. All
day yesterday and today hls army haas been coming into our
lines. It has Wen a sight like nothlng else in history.
Thelr troops look well. They are well diseciplined. They are
5 however outnumbered and completely out-quantitied with
equlpment. Our prisoner take must tosal near T0-90,000. I
have never expected to see the equal of it, Late this |
afternoon contigaet was made with the Russlans and a meeting |
~  took place with the CG of the 8th Meeh Corps. Gen Benit.
We agreed on a final loxatlon of our front lines and on a
Y kilometer of nogans land between us. Tonigh they visited

m the division CP and Ridgway and the staff present

-ﬁ- - fnr some mlﬂ : - : - brs 'th"r .. -":.. t—ﬂ' *t--ﬁ.m—::-m—"
also and it was an stand why the germans

- do not want to surrender cked in store

0 the aity

- - windows, looted, rolled . ‘
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I+ well. The appare
several weeks

= the equal of whieh I have never even lmaglned nor
‘see ever again. About two hundred dead were scattered &

Visited the Hgrs of the 5th @uards Cossack Division at 3:00.m
Greeted by a band and assemblgd staff, that followed by so :
toasting with some excellent hair raiging vodka. Then dinnepr xk
which was quite an affair. We were shown their 120mm AT gun E:gl
I rode in their T-34 tank, After dinner we all sang and they af
did some dances outdoors, Then the movie and home shortly affer,
midnight, 411 in all quite a day. The JA was the only ono who
Srschon' ISR dl 0 e mpne Poorls aod vl |
g e R e I.?'- y - by n 'E" 5 i ---.-I..
Hecasack sabre Al 24 by our pecple. 1 wase wressnted with &

. : - th
Ludwigalust Germany, May 6
The days have been filled to overflowing. The 4th 1 visited

e : et & sight
the econeentration camp ocutside of town and there maxgaat to

bout

most if not all of them having died from beatings and sﬁarva;it
It was horribly gruesome., It is inconceivable to imaglne 8uch &
thinghappening in a4 civilized wrld. I ordered all unit COs to
visit the place and as many troops as possible., Thoase gullty

of fraternization are to be punished by visiting the place and,
assisting in removing the hodies. This morning we had a funera.
brrying the 200 unburied in tHe local city square. The most |
prominent ‘eitizens in town were required to dig the graves ey
remove and lower the bodies into their graves. The servicel A
were very good and I am sure brought home to the local germans |
the errcor of t\fvgr' ways, Perhaps it did, I'm not sure. Yeater
had 4 meeting with the G of the Russian 5th Guards Ccsaack
Division at which timehepresented t®m mé with a silver plague
in commemoration of the occasion, It 1s a beautiful momento,
This a@terncon Li. Gen. Dempsy met Lt. Gen. Greishen, CG of ths,
Russian 49th Army at the Div'CP. It was a very nice affalr, I
gtill think that Gen. Dempsey 1s one of the finest that I have '
known in the war. At noon word was receivedfrom Gen Eisenhower
that all hostllities were to cease thatthe German Armed forces
had surrendered uncofditionally. This ia it. Aftery two years,
One doesn't know whether to ery or cheer or just simply get
drunk. It is difficult to give full expression teo ones feeling
while in uniférm in command. Now for the Japinese.

. " . Ludwlgslust, Germany May 8th

A wisit yesterday from the 385th Infantry Division at 11:00.
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nd a Russian tommy-gun, Things are shaping up
nt prospects are that we will stay hers for
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Ludwigslust May 17, 1945
Returned the visit of the 385th and t.hit H;n some affalr, ::;&_
next returned one with Gen Dempaey to the Ryssian 49th Diw

8nd that was almost as rough. My aide passed out so I had to 7
relieve him. Rumors of our ultimate demise continue to fli ,!_'n'

about with far too great a number and improbabllity. It seems ,-.
c¢ertaln that we will not see the States before the.Fall if not 1
Amas. Yestorday I had a long talk with Gen Ridgway about the |s
208aibllity of the 101 returning firat. That would be a tragedy °
We expect to leave here for ocur south Germany sector in about

two weeks. It should be interesting, but few thinga are now. at,

L} Ludwigslust, May 20,3945

An affair with the 5th Guards Cossack and the 385th. Very ,
unjngabla. We like the Russians very much. They had a film for tor
us, "The Red Star", plainly propaganda and an orchestra that ae
wag excellent, Mave been informed hw XVIII Corps that our L]
priority for shipment back to the states is being reconsidered,
we were placed after the 13th and 10l1l. That would be extremely
unfortunate and I am not sure if I would swrvive it. Our next
area and assignment is in doubt. It does appear certain that vin
we have from four to nine months to do on the continent.. 3

. Ludwigslust, May 29th .

Being relb#ved by the British 5th Division starting the 31st ©f
We are returning to the Siessone area where we will catch up '
with our talls and prepare for redeployment. I persona m
doubt that we will be redeployed now but everyone says —

there is a strong possibllity of 1t. « Ridgway is in 1
_Washington and should get somedecislong. I received word that .ov

am ko return on the 10th of June to participate in a war he
- drive in San Aatonio, Texas, followed by iwo weeks leave. !

It is hard to believe after all this time. My feelings are =
mixed, I do not want to leave the dlvision at this time. -
Dominating all else at this moment 'is worry about P, Overdue. nt
The possible consequences are, well death and dlsgrace, It is &n
‘hard to accept calmly. Golng back to Sissone will not help

matters. I have used poor judgment, I'm extremely unbappy.
2 : : 9
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Ludwigslust, Germany Hﬂilgligll a great

This,the last night In Germany. Tomorrow wi
deal, I am still worried but hoping for the best. ﬂaﬁﬁ R
Gen. Moore, G/S of the Ninth army today. Had a long e
Billlingslea. He was surprised at' Rommels mental state thFouEn
I told him that I was not. No one but one who has been b33
it can appreciate the mental strain and anxiety of & ﬂuhat
commander faced with independent declslons. We agreed t o
there are two thinge that are outstanding in war for an O ngar
fear and anxiety. Of the two fear is the least bothersome &
the easiemf to overcome., In peacetime we must have realistic
training in adrborne units accepting a loss of about 1% per
year from small arms artillery ete, I am not exactly lﬂakigfﬁ
forward to my return to the states.

. BERLIN, GERMANY Mdugust 2, 1945

June the 5th the divieion elosed back in Sissone. There-
& few difficulties with the Assembly Area Command which was
about to use the area for redeployment. June the 10th I left
with Capt. Thompson ADC for San Antonio Texas where we arrived
June 1l3th. Quite a celebration, met Fraye Gilbert of WOAI..From
there went to Washington to rejttn Peg and the Babe after two
years., They were fine. To NY for several days then to Mt.Carmel
In NY met Marsha Gellhorn, a remarkable person, went to & show.
In Mt.Carmel had a hollywood homecoming and scld war bonds,
Returned to Washington. Later went to Fire Island NY where I
epent several days with Martha at Imisxmf Point of Woods. A
delightful place, the first real vacation. Réturned to the
division which had now moved to Epinal France on July 3rd,
Flew via NewFoundland, Azores in a C=54 both B. The divisic
in fine shape, splendid relations with the loca popukace,Qur
entry into Berlin tled up so that the 2nd Armd is to go in 8
We are to go in about August lst. While in Washington talke( .

' to Gen Rldgway about Pacific prospects. Appears Lo be little
chance, I am to go ‘to Berlin and thats that. The division was
Blated for demobilization. Called on Gen. Marshall and Pres,
Truman, Both delightful to talk to. Attended a mea at the
home Of Sec. of State Stimson.. Epinal very nige, Mon. Parisot
and famlly very finepeople. He is the Frefect of the Vosges, .
Hig chlef of cabinet Mon. Lelay OK also. The Berlin ‘sector is
interesting to say the least at this point., The Plan worked up
last winter at SHAEF provides for a Berlin Distriot that in
theory operat#s:- under Group Control Coungil of Gen Clay, Clay
despite his nation wide role is taking over closge control of

T —




Parks, who

the US sector of An 1t
of the oity and everything Am iUe FRESE G o e

runs BD is gradumslly being pushed into a useleas:
are at present 80 general officers in the city. Farks atafr_
refer to them as the political carpet-baggers(they are Clay e
speclalistes) There are 40,000 troops in the city, far too
many. I hope to get the number reduced. Relations with the
Britlish are apparently fine, with the Russians touch-and=go.
I arrived with an advance CP yesterday, today will be the

@irst full day of business.
Berlin, August 3rd

i
= Called on Gen Parks and Gen Collier. Continued reconnaiss=
__eo.ance of training areas. Does not look too bad. I can see
where one could get settled into a routine and not too
unpleasant of a routine here. The weather continues to be bad

Berlin, August 4th
Continued reconnaissance of trainingameas generally out,
towards Potadam. All evidence shows that the germans turned i
in a good fight even after the city was captured. Made a
Inxaxgendxfixht short broadcast for AFN-Berlin, it opens
tomorrow. Accompanied Gen Brks to the lamale of the Group
Control Council meeting to start on the 10th. Needs & hell
of a lot of work. Parks informed me that he is taking a
three weeks Reave in Spptember and that I would represent
the US in the Berlin District meetings, gquite an opportunit
to learn a few things..I would like to make a name for myse
. a8t these international conferences,. this internaticnal

security council ls the blsgit th.tn% that has hit this
world in our time, to.qualify for sitting with it is wort

: Berlin,. August 5th
1 J"ﬂ' Reconnolitred the NE boundry, looks none to well. The Rushkie
P unite in that sectof no where near up to the standard of the
5th Guards and 385th Cavalry. Accompanied Gen Parks in a call
on Gen Clay. Interesting to see-and talk téchim again, call
ordinary. Apparently the Group Control people have béen quite
incensed by the possessive attitude of the 2nd Armd towards
all recreational and t;i.::hulf.zi_q rﬁiliti_n. Took a walk with
ommie down thro envald., ;
: -“Eh * Berlin, August 8th.

The divieion arriving, Many difficulties with the Russian
handling of the trains. Yesterday flew to Helmstead to look

for four mmssing trains, figured on riiqu'.x‘{;f 't"'h_.“.jh? P 1
»

SoParctmn

if necessary. German propaganda excellent

‘ they tell




our troopers that the war was not their fault, they “ﬂ“"":ddﬂ 't
nothing about it..The new men belleve them and I am afra o
are .beginning to feel that the oledr soldiers of the divie

Sr'¢ unreasonable in their hatred of everything German, They L
tell the troops that the Russiansare not to be trusted and they ce
get the troops biteching and blaming all their difficulties on h
the Russlans. The Germans #i1l1 be. disappointed and I belleve
surprised 1f we do not come to blows with the Russians before
the winter is over. I take the seator tonight. er

Berlin, KNugust 10th
Took over the sector at 0803 August 9th, so far all is well
although there i1s a great potential source of trouble in ri'g"'i ;
this place. Yesterday attended the first Kommandanturas
meeting, most impressive. It is truly our first experiment lin ;
real international government. There is the small amobea of
peaceful government,. fuel, food, transportation, news, madio,.
all controlled in a centeral headquarters for the common good.
It 1s & wonderful thing. News of the first atomic bombing of
Hiroshima still crowds everything e else off the front pages,.
It is frightening and unbelievable in its lmplications,. Last :
night Bob Capa brought Jack Benny and Ingrid Bergman by the -

house for su about 2300, Had a nice time.. She is love 3
i Berlin August 12th e y

Japan has accepted the Pésdam terms and we have started nego-
tiations with a viewto their surrepder. Its all over over theri::
8o ends our chances for the Pacifiec..Right now however we could 3
not be better situated. This is interesting and instructive. c
Attehded the opening of the Berlin Press club Saturday night.
Quite nice, three:german girls there, Very difficult to accept .
that, much more difficult than I suspected it would be. Having
a hard time getting close to the Russians, someone gave theéip,. !

8 chill, The 2nd Armd shot four of themy i
Berlin, August 18th 144
No surrender from Japan yet but it is certainly in the o

offing. Dated Katharine Clark of CBS Sunday evening, We startedr:
making a broadcast at 1500 that wound up at nanszn: She says 1
that the Russddns are saying; see, when the red army threatens ;-
the Japs surrender. You have been F;‘iﬁ:tlng them for threas

years and pou have done no good. Propaganda..But it is ]

around hi' the best people. Saw GI Joe last ::15111-.- L.tmm.,::i -
movie, Dinner at Gen Parks. The French are having diffigulties

getting started. We are feeding them. They are to stapt .
themselves on Sept, but verylikely will not be able to _fklﬂding.ml
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The war 1 T
differen 8 over and peace Berlin, August 17th
R M sace is here at last. It made little
t 8 in the w e WAaB no 1
O their h a8y of a quiock celebrating. What the
ins earts now. The G/ return is the closbest thi
insurance, Billingsle S hung up a sign "Wr WAT
Eﬁn t care a hell of : ia]‘lﬂd me Capt. Gavin ana'ag'hé“k' 11%€
I having my usual trouhit' The division 18 doing a ;‘1 Gossr
ﬁ:altiun and rank ar ﬂ“ﬂha:' more than usual I guess E; Jobs 1
rdly know howto cope wi t-hhi: IHEZ:;‘-E E::amttadk_aap ;ut. n?rizm}'
. n to discipline aa:'u'
This winds up Au Berlin, A o |
8 » August Jlst
_ever known. TomorTon ;’;:ﬁ: o ¢he: busiest mnn:tﬁ: t'hit' 1 have
- F"E:v ?glt;t.rmnt.h should be uuru::r ;E:;::ﬂnd of Beriiu.Distrist
or Gen. E : we had an al .
The Kommandantura Egﬂw“’ ne goomed guite Plulﬂdﬂﬂizﬁ:
is rapidly becoming n?u:E: hg*re been aneducation. The U3 sewtor
BEIEr B ESUEE 0F oo St e AL iR Tesartaatt o g
Russian army, of which t.ﬁ;rgha Russians or deserters from the
raps and loot-in the US meoton, The Fiol requiressats in o
US secior are not being ade ; The food requirements in th;
be no ccal for the uivillangul 1y ety TIISEALAE LR
Hiatin of atervetion and riotas ey hesds cilL STl T et |
Within the 82nd I have started lﬁw heads will fall I believe
BT ar 11y to avuid Ene seekai ot lasks: all supply agencies
ALEEs omly sroblens E6 2 mrelre-bhite vinter t-uiit Boen nea
a lot better informed by s his winter I will be & hell of
easy to get along with Hﬂﬁr ‘tnrlé;anu"m’ are not very
burg but in tSme may melt. combal units in Mecklen
Berlin
An airborne review for Gens e ist
~ « Baranof
: It was taken over however by Marshal z:E '“EE*‘“" and Antinow
'.fa-n- scared away. It was very well d °E and staff, the othe
| -~-was one fatality. A trooper became t:ﬂ‘ RESELunaLely thane
bundle that finally landed up with an equipment -
called on Baranoff. He had . nﬁihiﬁ'ﬁ;ﬂ" in the day 1
S&3, he objected to the article which 1 uﬂ;’-ﬂn. from a recent
were aiding the black market., In the r:p th‘mt’;,.h“: TUASLAN
Luther J on of Texas and party 'i.:t-éwu S an =t
evening two troopers refused to obey ihe ord ffs Jn.iae
GCC to releas $8-o5 Col.ishsn
early. A e a german whom they had apprehended, To bed g
® Attended a soldier show in the div arty areas
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