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Cottesmore Wednesaday ”a-";. Ei:tfieldﬂ
Moved over here yesterday afternoon. Visited all O .. The
in the past 24hrs and everything is in excellent shap e e-01
S08 1s doing a splendid Job of taking care of us before == -, .
—Just about our every wish 1s granted, cots, blankets, Wm 11
cooke, and the chow i1s well, above average. These troops L
enter combat with a much higher moraje than we have ever 5
before, regrettably they will lack some of the gondition aga
toughness of our African trained troops. D day remains Mon {’n
June 5th. Everything ies in readiness, even with the new mlsslo
I want to come back from this one, much more than I have ever
wanted to come back before. I am not as uneasy about golng 1in
as I have begen before although it is cetain to be a hell of a
rough fight, thos of us who havebeen there before are all a'
$53
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bit more certain of ourselves and of our ability to handle \§
anything that develops, there are not so many unknowns this
time, 1t is the unknowns that bother the newsoldier.

Cpttesmore Friday June 2, 1944

Started the rounds talking to the S05th Hg and lst Bn at
Spanhoe at 1030 ended with the 2nd and 3rd Bns at Cottesmore at
1800. During the interim spoke to all Bns at all fields.: Most
interesting, not sure who enjoyed it most, I certainly had a
lot of fun, a4 this stage of the game they are tops to talk to .
, Flnally evoked some spontanecus cheerg after twenty years of
~ walting. Their morale could hardly be improved upon. With Gods
| help they will do their job well and return. Last night had a

conference with all Bns COs and Regt COs. Final conference.,
| Gave the Regt COs the date of D day, still June 5th, Afterwards
- attended a tralning exercise 1ln reokganization and a S¥in=
| Back to Cottesmore by 0115. Mr Walton of Time and Life and
~ 5gl. Bucknell of Stars and Stripes joined yesterday, Lt.Col.
~ Bolland recentley assigned to the Diyision joined the Task .—

e Force staff yesterday in order to g
d. It 1s a shame the num
rior offioers, This eho
by at 1000-and - to-entlmr 38 a
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E:23:§5 that 1t is hoped will deter a commander from comhiting

ity bEE troops in those areas. Actually I do not see how they

o34 very effective. They may cause some casualties but hardly |

ugh to be deeisive. Dinner at the house with Gen Clark |

ﬂﬂﬂﬂnt. Gen Hi‘lg'ﬂ'ﬂ.y decided afterwards to g0 in b y parachute, .
3 unusual plan &nd one that hardly stande up on analysis. As 3

it _appears to me he is partlcularly interested in getting a :

parachute combat star but this would hardly geem to be proper 3

reason for abandonlng the entire glider borne staff and Hqra to

g0 by chute. Gen Clark was strangely anxious for him to go by -
chute in a plane piloted by himself, after the decision was

made he stated that he would probably not be able to pilot the

ship because he must stay back here. Strange things happen..

(> But at all events it does appear as though we will have an
«irborne division headguarters, 1t may be scattered a pit but
it will all be there. Called Val in the evening. Away from her |
gulleful influence I can question the wisdom of marryingher.
Returned to Cottesmore at 2300 and then went to as assembly
problem at Saltby at 2400. Worked well. '

Sunday June &4, 1944 0800 D=1
‘Visited all fields auring the day. Things rather well in hand
everything has been provided for as well as we are able to .
anticipate our needs, Late photo coverage taken June 2nd showws
considerable activity in and around Eiienville. The entire area
of our landing as well as I can see 1t now will be a hotbed of
fighting and activity. A hell of a place to put new troops but
.they must learn sometlme. I wish sometimes that I were going in
with the 505th, getting new units in hand under fire gets tiring
after awhile. The 508 however looks as good as any new.outfit
“that I have ever seen, if they cannot do it it cannot be done

b een troops. S . -
: r_i 5_:-_'_ 53 """""'%ﬁﬁ?‘.‘a.’un- , 1944 1400 D-1 :
) Received a postpongment at 0900 yesterday. We can make good
-~ 4se of the extra time. All men were briefed anyway since it had
_allready started, Visited all fiadds this morning. Troops are 1
top condition and morals couldn't be higher. Thdy ATS ¥
_anxious md confident.. It will be a very mean aq:;gfgty fight if

. get B e AT stuff across the Mederet first. then go to the assit-
— - e :' --1!_ - 5 :': .'__ AL "” '-'-'l.:' 1 .:.._._l'.. Wi . S r_mw—
 briage south of Etienvil il aarsorove ariticsl and
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Leicester Friday July 14, 194

Took off on schedule, flight enroute to coast of France

“uneventful, mgny ground aids in the form of light signals of
different makeup being used, a few squirts of flak came up from
the lslands off the west coast. Shortly after crossing the coast
we entered a dense fog bank. The wing tipe could not be seen.
Upon emerging, then a few minutes from the DZ, my ship was all
alone, The entire formation whigh was beautifully held and flowr
had disappeared, At the last moment several ships appeared in ti
the sky at some distance. The red light had come on as per
plan, the green light followed and after a brief check of th

locality out we went, a river bed appeared in the dis-tanr;&%
it must have been the upper reaches of the Merederet. I wag >
afrald for a moment that we were south of the Douve but I had
remémbered something of the Merederat turning west at a point
north of our area. Upon opening there was a great deal of fire
coming from the ground, some tracers were mixed with it and the
crack op the bullets made it clear that we were the ones that tr
-Lthey were shooting at. Off in the aistance in line with our fiky
flight there was a concentration of firing of all types, houses
or something burning in high flames, and to the right there was 1
& lot of flak, some of it of largs calibre. The fire from the
groum seemed bad and I sweated out landing, however I hit hard
in a clear spot in an érchard or pasture with a few trees and
I could gee someone land near me. It turned out to be Lt.Olson.
No one bothered me as I freed myself from my harness and starteé
_out, Lt., Price of the G-2 section was encountered, he was ag BEi
. Quickly lost. Olaon and I moved East after checking our directics
. with a compass. We came in a few minutes to what appeared to be
@ wide marsh. I figured it must be the Douve or Merderet. Fran -
~_its size I thought that it must be the Douve but itg huti&‘
~ indicated that 1t must be the Merderet. We moved 8outh and in
~ about five minutes came acrcas a large group of men assemblin “-_-
iTﬁm*ﬂﬂW"ut'm e 4 hr-airnmprﬁﬁ"mnh—:f&;

yere hit coning down and two ingured. L§.Scherer nad a broway mL
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. A red light appeared across the swamp to the left of the
blue light. I sent some of Hars men to it to direct il men
there to assemble on me. We continued to struggle with equip-
ment, practically none coyld be recoveded in usable condition
Individuals and small groups of men started coming in. A
88ctor was asglgned to the 507 at once, Col. Maloney andlater
Col.Ostberg was put in charge df it or vice versa, It was
lmmediately obvious that the men did not realize the serious-
nese os the situation. They acted as though they were on

. maneuvers, milled around in groups, no one taking control,
all completely unappreciative that they were about to get

.~Kllled ir they did not act quickly. Olson reported in that
there was a railroad across the swamp and ‘that we could wade
to it although it waa very deep in placea. I decided that
We were on the weast bank or the Merderet several miles north
of LaFiere, we had to be, although the Merderet never looked
this deep in aerial photos. I decided to assemble a8 many
men as possible and move before daylight to seize the weat
end of the LaFiere bridge. It was evident that we were in
a dangerous spot 1f at daylight we were forced back to the
swamp by a superior force. It was imperative that we selze
the bridge without delay, the orily question unanswered was:
how many men to walt for? They kept coming in. We were about
ready to start moving about 4:30 when two gliders appeared
overhead, cut loose, and landed several hundred yarda away.

I couldn't leave then without getting out the 57mm AT guns .
Bealdea they would be very valuable to have in = fight at the
bridge. There was a strong poselbility that they contained
part of the division staff. Patrols were sent ocut. A reports
wags received that one contained a 57 and one & jeep that they
rli""m".'u.n. bad swampy ground that a big detail wad needed to get the
stuff out. About this time the first shots were heard west of
the gliders. There had been lots of firing all around before °
thhs time but nnn: nihit nhvinu:é;tdig:agid a: uuihEi:upi |
wae differen 8y appear © Pe locusing their
— E%%:ntinﬁ_iﬁfﬁi} dffﬁl%’ﬁggiﬂaiﬁf'ﬁuﬁ_lnnruaa- twice until
5 thirty men were at the gliders and the equipment had to be
. abandoned practically under water. Details at the gliders
| were now under rather heavy machine pistol and rifle fire.
" the gun and jeep were destroyed. Sweral men had been hit. .
' Th.iﬁgﬁ.ﬁ,n were a complete loss. E:_ in:i, ed in tgnir holes
[ o i i "I'in mtlath. E'm “-.r‘?. (5] .nE a. ;:.-;.L. he « No ﬁ s.l
:‘::: #gﬁgﬁ-;gﬁmn- the german patrol nuu;t.g‘tl_l_"‘l_ﬁf‘ltartuﬂ. The
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50Tth group of which I had at least 100 were completely L9
ineffective. There was no control, no organization, no one
able to get anything done. Col., Maloney was simply one man.
He had no control over the regiment although he himself was
brave enough. Ostberg was getting host done although he was &
having trouble. It appeared to me that all NCO& and Junlor 381
officers ceased to function, they were walting for someone
to tell them what to do. Whether or not it would have been L
plain slaughter if the german attacked in force I am rot sureawrl
Anyway there were not more than ten germans piring. It was tr
_now too late to get to the bridge during darkness. We
obvioualy would have to fight., The situation between our
present position and the bridge was unknown except that thﬂ1ﬂﬁ
~.wasa enemy there, How mdny? Were we even at the bridge or 8-
north of the bridge as we figured? As a combat force our own 1
... troops were at the moment with few exceptions ineffective. Ix
IxExeidedxtpxxitiodrs The blue and red lights continued to »
____burn on the far bank. Word was received that Col. Lindquist 1o
had moved down the RR with 100 men a few houra earlie@d, Patro. LI
8aid that they could not get to the blue light beasause of the LBy

- depth of the awamp, Olson sald they could. Ixiextdmdxts 28
Fractlically no bazookas or crew served weapons with their ig

T ammunition were recovered. No rddios were recovered., I
declded to move to the East bank, there pick up all availlablel

—  troopes and move and sqlze the LElere bridge from the East
Blde., It was evident that there was cénslderable fighting 1

" going on in the direction of what I supposed was S,.MereEglise.ec

" Orders were issued and the move started. The 50T couldn't get gmi

- their orders down, no chain of command, men were being left iic

in their positions, the germans were closing in ingreasing thoe
 thelr fires. We had to leave Lt. Sherer with the broken leg 1

with thewounded. The move across the swamp started, We "

s fire nd -deveral men hit durlng the cross Sl Y |
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1l was impessible to cross the river. Too deep and swamp
graes and no boats and Bermans dug in on the far bank, The
Move was continued to ChefduPont, A fight similar to the LEi4
LaFlere took plage. gol, Ostberg and many men were hit. The
a8l end of the bridge was selzed by dark. The germans at
LaFlere were counterattacling using armor. Ma]. MeGlinity
yas killed, many or the officers ana men were hit. We manage:
to hold on. The 507 was gigen the Chef duPont bridge and a
r'eserve formed of the 508. The 205 was doing OK as well ag
could be determined. I met Gen Rldgway at the LaFiere pp
overpass. No contact with amphlblous troops yet. There was
comparatively heavy german fires of all types all during the
night, The 508 was placed between the 505th left flank and %
LaFlere. The fighting continuea all day. At LaFlere the
~8 Casualties were particularly heavy all officers having
been killed or wounded except a few lieutenants. A withdrawa:
started Just before dusk in regtion to a very heavy german
attack. The german force was building up on the opposite
bank. A sericus and perhaps disastrous situation’ was imminent
They managed to hold on and in fact restore the position.
Three german tanks were destroyed on the bridge and hapy~-n—
germans killed and cptured on this side. 91st Div, By night-
fall this day the situation improved and contact was made wit
amphniblous forces. Rumors had been rampant that there had
been no amphiblous landing, There was an attempt made at
air resupply during these two days. The germans recovered a
great deal of it. I liked the way they shot at the places
where the canopies landed, We dldn't need to get the stuff
immediately and it took their artillery off our necks.

crossing ms forced at LaFiere about the third day. Contact
was made with Shanley and a BN Of the 508 on the west
bank south of LaFiere about the second day. The division
established two bridgeheads, LaFlere and ChefduPont and was

iv. It had a frightful time. The

~ paséed throu iVe 8 : .
; EE;E passed hrqﬁgh%thngﬂﬂtﬁhggnthsh%yiﬂ@gil e-Renouf line
~ and we moved to the west ¢ e LR NS UL OV DESE :

fgrﬂau_fh- The german was by this time being completely routed.
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verification. The german had many of our 300 radios, We werse
certain of this now. Many of our men were dal) coming into
our” lines telling us of their experiences behind the germans.
Millett had been captured. Batcheller's body had been found.
The divislon doubled back and crossed the Douve at Buzeville
and Etienville finally oceupying a defensive position along
the 1ine Bois de Limors-Pbetot. The 81 mortars of the regiment
were able to be concentrated on onetarget, Very active patrols
ajthough a number of men were logt. Lt.Olson was hit by mortar
fragments in the Bois de Limors, That was a bad place. 1
continued to vieit each Bn ¢P daily and whenever clrcumstances
permitted vislted the company CPs. The high velocity artillery
and mortars exacted a dally toll. The german was unable to use
his artillery in mass as we use ours, probably lack’ of
ammunition. There were many russians on our front. Ost Bna, -
They fought well. We oceaslonally blew up vehicles from our
own mines. In one traglic case two vehicles and six men when
mines removed with the safety fork replaced were hit on the
shoulder, Leicester July 19,1544
Took a two day leave commencing at noon Saturday July

15th. Ar London about 1700 did some shopping and then went to
82, Val arrived about 1800. Dinner at home and went to the
Milroy, a new place champagne could be had for 8 pounds per

; gt., Cordon Rouge 1929. Consumed two quarts and had = night.

s A plose hit by a doodle bomb the next morning. They are very
devastating, the blast breaks all windows for blocks around.
Went to a movie in the afternocon and then to the Mirapelle for
dinner. Very nice. Off to a lazy start Monday morning, lunch
at @lros, very nice. Went to see a show, While The Sun Shines
in the evening and back to 82 for dinner. An omelet containing
ahrimp.J?ll can come up with the damndestdishes. Talked to
her and Eileen until after mlgnlght then to bed. Val had to
go to work Tuesday so I returned. Immediately upon my D,

- return I was called in by Gen Rid and tolg that he had. .
‘been directed by SHAEF to form an A/B Corpe and 'that furthepr

- he had recommended that I be glven the division. He

stated that Gen. Bradley and Gen Elsenhpwer had approved py

- S Sl | that I could be sure that that
alﬁ? .« However my promotion to MG might take several vﬁ"ﬁ?&
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Lelcester July 20,1944 0740

No training being accomplished since 50% of the men are on|

furlo, checked about getting n line on things. Talked to Gen R
and Doc re the staff. Wish now that this thing would shape Up..
Norton coming to duty today, Winton in a day orso. My period of)
resting is about up, I'm getting fat and lazy. Wish 1 knew what
the next mlssion wae golng to be, hope that 1t ls occupational.
It is beglmning to look that way almost. 1

Lelcester July 23,344 o730 §

I have had a quiet and well-behdved weekend so far. Today

is Sunday. Yeaterday attended graduation exerclses at Ashwell

{ (~=Camp with Gen R. The graduating clase made a fine appearance.’

r Left for Stanmore at 11:30 arriving for a conference at 1400,

Conference was evidently called by Bagby or Henson, regardless |
of which one called it 1t was pointless and & waste of time,

Since we had not received the agenda we yere not prepared to _

enter inte protracted discussions of what they wanted, it had

do with changing the S0P on A/B operations. My position as

division commander appears secure, it has quite evidently been |

given the blessing of SHAEF. Lasgt evening Gen Ridgway wanted to
know again if I wanted George Howell as a BG and if not 1f I

had no use for him my wisheés in the matter would be transmitted

to Gen Eisenhower and he would take care of the case, apparently

reducing him. I told him that thie was a hell of a thing to put

in my hands, the reduction of a superlor that had been a BG for

a long time but that no matter what happened I dig not want him

_ as my assistant. Gen. R agreed with me and stated that he would

= circumstances to Gen Barkley, Eisenhpwer's DOS today.
The organization of the staff continues. I am a bit worried

' about Weinicke as Chlief of Staff, he is v telligent but a —

ZLO _on_ my W

EF bit lazy, a CS must apply himself relentlessly. Ireland will
" with a bit of experience TR S B e L
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Lelcester July 24, 1944 1500
Continued dlscussions with Gen Ridgway on the subject of
an assistant division commander. If I had any classmate or
_friend who would fill the Job I could have him and getbhim made
a BG right now - and I can't do a damn thing about it. I told
him that I did not want George Howell which may end in the
reduction of George. After much palaver he suggested Gen Cutlerit
whom I know but do not like particularly. He has a sour negativis
personality but 1s professionally capable. He 1s capable of 3
commanding the divislon in case of my departure for any reason.
50 1t looks like Cutler. Jerry Higgins ie to be Aset CG of the 28
10let. I am going to try my damndest to have a tiptop division,’y
it will not be easy in fact it will be very difficult, much 58
more difficult than anyone realizes. The lodés of ths staff | iy
- Will be hard felt. We continue to waste a great deal of time,” -
no effort belng made at strenuous training because of our
present postcombat polley of granting leaves to everyone,
Idleness makes me madder than hell and people are loafing all
—over this place now so I am rather unhappy. The international
-~ sltuation is breaking nicely with a small revolution brewing in
~-Germany and Guam in our hands. Had a meeting this morning at 0
which time the matter of possible airlanding operations wae

_discussed with all unit commanders, =

____ Leicester July 27, 1944 2l i
Went to London yesterday to confer with ETOUSA JA and IG.
—re my new staff, The IG most cooperative, lined up Lt Col = ‘lor

Dunnington who looks most promising. The JA rather difficult 1
_ wanted to see something in writing before he would make amy @8
* effort to be of assistance. Upon my return this morning I talking
.0 Do ] situation and 1t does not look so goo
4. h
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Lelcester Saturday July 29th
An officers dance Thuraday evening at the Bell hotel at
Which I did not do myself Very proud. This matter of how to
behave as a general officer at a unit dance appeapp difficult
of solutlion. Going as a stag is not too good since there ls an
Unconsclous resentmentbullt against such rank cutting or wolf-
ing. Dargging-is hard on the drag since noone elae will dance
l With her. Belng too sober o, mein one 18 a bore and stuffed
shirt, being a gay eager beaver is improper and conducive to
}nua of reapect and consequently command. Should one not go to
c10ps at all? Spent the day in recennaissance of tealning areag
Had a tooth filled at the 505 in the afternoon. Dinner with
Gen. Rldgway at Lord Trent's in Nottingham in the evening. By
ﬁfar the nicest affair of its kind that I have had the pleasun

I being present at since
Sunday July 30th 1000

Graduation at the Prachute school, 175 student r-placﬂmtntﬁ
Capt. Rosen among those who matriculated. Reconnoltered the
slte of the coming review for Gen Eisenhower &n the EM also
laid out the problems for the coming trainkng period with Jack
Norton G-3. Went to Nottingham to 'a 508 prop blast in the
evening, dragged Hillary Holloway, blue brunett anﬁ'gum_yum:———
Back at 5:30. Good tralining for my new driver. Weber's battle
nerves flinally bested him and he askeg for relied. -

Monday July 31, 1944
The first day of tralning under the new schedule. 504 off tc
 a slow start, If Tucker does not do well it will be his ascalp.
li T will not fool with him. A numbsr of his men still of furlo.
. Had an intereating but brief discusaion with Gen Ridgway on the
.~ —merits or lack of merit of keeping a diary. Maybe some o

. what he says but I am going to give it a better try. I believe

hat one biFt1pf_In_EﬂHhIﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂ“HffIﬂiIIﬁpﬁﬂnﬁil
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Saturday Tummdxyy August 12th 1944

-

The longest period eéver, and at the same time th & lﬂﬂgt
unsettled. Gen. Ridgway has been going to turn over the D1V
and then he doesn't. We have been threatened with almost
immediate operational commitment and we don't. Trainlng nas
been redirected and intensified more attention being focused
on air landing. The results clearly polnt out the advantages
of parachtite operations both as a time and ship saver. Gen.
Eisenhower came up for a reveiw of the division yesterday.

I had a feeling that I was under scrutiny, I still do not
know if my recommendation for promotién has been forwarded
t6 the states. Oddly enough I give little damn aboutb it, ~
feeling at this stage that I can command this division
efféciently and well. I would like to take it in but another
affair like Normandy makes petty things like promotion fade
into insignificance. Have been seeing a lot of Hillary, an
inordinately attractive girl. Valerie came up last nignht for
a day or so, the first time that we have seen each other ln
welks, She looks wonderful. The new staff 1s unguestlonably the
_best in the business, I am guite proud of them. Would to god
‘that they could take over and start running the division. The
thing that I dislike most, feel most keenly, arid am most
uneasy about is the fact that neither myself nor my staff ls
_____getting any opportunity to cammand the divislon and yet we
may have to take it am in any day on a few day's notice. Gen
- R and staff still hangf around, it is a hell of -a state.

3 August 16, 1944
. ____Well, this is it. Gen Ridgway and the staff left a few
minutes ago. I am ingthe damndest position imaginable, I
—just wrote t be a letter which follows in part: .
Well, there will be a lot of teh tching before we are ™)
them n;ﬁgggigin;ﬁﬂﬁhlt and o¥t, with zeal and determination
come what may.. Either this divislon w l1se to heights of
ombat att in our service unprecedented or rush to
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ase I will be with it all of the way.
have hag a lasting ond firm paith in the
troops as a means of waging wdr there ig
sut the  future of thils or anj other

1 3 l - O 4:|.|Ip__-.|' g - .

TR

W ol

% ve go now, Ws. ar,
_LIAL We would na+

[ we In the slighteat
-1l Lhe L'Iiiﬁt_'ﬁ_ﬁ_!;t

#
1

A e T



d.gree lacked this confidence., Since the day I entered this
alrborne service theres never has been adull moment. Always

4 new challenge, nlways a new horizon. That is the way it 4
shiould be. Deapite the alleged hazards and apparent uncertaint
les of it as & way of service we loveit. With this ablding
confidence In our professicnal creed, and a determination to
excel in combat unmathced in any army anywhere, all airborne

soldiers look to the future certain that they have a rendez
vous with greatneas,

 E—

Monday August 21, 1944 -
Well the summer flies and here we sit. Attended a.

conference in the office of Gen. Brereton the other day on -
Lhe current continental situastion. The necessity for several
weeks of planning ls working a hell of a hardship on ghe
commitment of alrnorne troops. In thepresent affalr there
appeared to be an excellent chance to use them on the cross-
ings of the Seine, AM Tedder wants to use them to invade
Calals. Brereton calls his force the First Air Army. Ridgway
watches the Americans and closer still mtmhes Browning who
has desligns on the.entire force. It is some clambbake, )
intereats are sclely concerned at the moment with the 82nd and
that 1s a full time Jjob. Prospects for commitment on the cont!
inent look rather remcte at.the moment, possibly in an
occupatlional role. .

'H-dnnnﬁag'gug g § 4y + R Wy —
i A field teat for a bn of the 504 yesterday
i 2 & . v =

Leicester _Wednesday- Sept. 6, 1944
: ‘Sunda{. August 27th attended a tea at the home of Gen.
Brereton at Ascot. There given first intimation of pan

impending mission. Tuesday attended a conference at B |
~ (—0of Lieut, Gen, Browning now in command of the British A/B
- Corps at Moore Park. Given a mission of participating in
-~ a proposed landing north of Tournal to selze and hold the
crossings of the | 0 prevent German withdrawal.
Ty _Th!_dﬂ D Wa =__._ --.-1'=- ! -. g et _, i "; -:. » l‘nu = iC L2
i Partlcipating were the I sritish, and 10lst US A/B Biv.
oy Plans Were pu d ~TMo eLc lesusd,’ chutes
L iaauid'trﬂfﬁéL pos - Prope r a, '
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armor in ltspassage. A hell of a mission for A/B trnﬂPE*biit
Gen Brownlngyms not to be denied and for some unexplaina

reason the high command was hell
A A/B A In to the fight
declsive or even sound,

Moore Park, Gen Browning's Hqrs, and glven a new
were- to Jump of the weat bank of the Meugse opposlite Llege

to again block the

bent on getting the lst US
whether or not the commitment wWas
Well, Sunday morning I was called to

mlieglon. We

reireating Germans. The historle Llege gap.

By now the troops were aware os the apparent lack of necessliiy
of our participation in this type or role, or so it seemed.

Again weather intervened and
lousy. The British
areas in addition.
called off, we reverted to the U3

home we came a bit wetter but hardly the wiser. I
interesting and Physieally trying staff experiehc
-ataff aid wonderfully well., I do not believe that
better combat staff in the army, certainly not in yhe A/B

‘busineas/ Gen.

Browning shed considerable of his

aura and under pressure became the disheveled fru
officer that so many of us are in combat. It was

obe.rve his functioning under these conditions. H
ly cks the steading influence and. judgement tha
4 proper troop experlence basis. His staff was su
in ite fullest sense. They were all there and whe
gave reasonable answers to guestions asked but'tabally lacked
follow up or even apparently an appreciation of W
requirements were. Why the British units fumble g

the dub as the boys say, becomes more and more g

waa convenlently and ajsc typlecall
ground troops were overrunnigg our DZ and LZ
Consequently by, Sunday night the mission was
XVIII Corps, and back £

t waa an ~-
e, The new
there is a r

professional p,
strated _
interestling toe
e unquestionab
L comes with
perficlial
never possibl

hat our
long,  flub

Pparent. Their

" tbps lack the know how, never do th _get down into the dirt

and learn the hard way, and really t
_ Our supply for example was to be A
of ground contacts ¢

' ~——doubt be or
T allied o
~ Ve but

e only way t
“to /B for ten days
ipleted. I regret that he is
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Lelceater Thursday Sept. 14, 1944
Lagt weekend Valerle came up for a day returning Sunday.

I drove her down to London arriving at about 1400. At 1600 I
recelved notlce of a meeting at Gen Erereton's Hras at 1800 sp
I took off arriving a few minutes late for the meeting. It was
conducted generally by Brwwning and had to do with a new plan
_ .envisioning a drop for the 82ng to seize the bridgea at
{ Grave and Né)megen and the high ground between NiJmegen and
Grosbeck. That the plan would go through was all agreed to,
Browning was to command it and had it all set up. The troop
carrier 1lift was not set however. That was arranged at East-
~cote monday morning. After the conference I went to Moore Park
~ bto get the latest dope on the area from the British. Left ther
for Northolt and then took off for Leicester. Missed fleld ]
landing at Derby and after securing an RAF truck arrived at
the Glebe Mount house at 0030. Had a staff conference at once
and put the G-2 section to work. After an allright session x
they gave me their studies at 0530 and I took off for Eastcote
&t 0600. There DZs and LZa were pickedtaken to Moor Fark and
approved and upon returning to Lelcester the tactical plan - —
started. It was given to the regtl COe ln about , actually
0800 -Wadnesday morning. There were many plans. The TCO: could
T not mkke a turnarcund so could not deliver the division in
Bk thomm days. The plan was D. d.a.;r--#ﬁm;ﬂ:'-aht--m 50 gl, DIl 450 .
L 1 and BA2 400 gls. Resupply D42, D day has been changed
_Er:nm_.thm 14th, to tiel1l5th, to the § 23rd, nd now to the 17th..
Take off airdromes are not settled yet nor 1s the 1lift. This
; I_:..l;un_.].tmhl “whether or not.
e
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division as a reserve. At the time of the Waal Crossing the
German 6th Para Divislon attacked in a coordinated effort
hitting Beek Aad Mook and succeeding in penetrating the

—position for about 1000 yda at each place. The aituation was

very eritical. Repeated attacks up until about four days ago
have hen made against the divislion positlon all without
success. The lLatest have been very costly to the Eermarn.

— My relations with the british have been most satiafactory.

Although I dielike their professional methods or lack of
method I nevertheless find the superb to work with. we have
gotten along well together., I am afraid that Gen Ridgway
has resented cur success and ln a small way is rather jealous
of Gen Browning's success. Unfortunately I am in the tug ~—=y
war, ight in the middle, In the heat of the third days ¥
fighting Gen Ridgway visited my CP and when noWw immediately

_ approached left in a huff later writing a letter demanding

an immedlate explanation. Such a lack of trust and conf 1dence
between his and my command can only do us both and our units
harm. I have therefore asked that I be relieved of command
of the division and assignment to his corps, theXVIII. This

7 is a blg step but anecessary one at tils point. We cannot — —

continue to serve in a strained critical atmosphere. It is

“most regrettable that he 1s go sensitive about the British.

geveral years ago 1 would never have understood my feeling

4w & mattsr such as this: I am confident now that I can—

command a division or any unit successfdlly 1n any combat

P . successfully train any size unit for combat

versity. 1 can”
as'well. I know arborne operations as welll as anyone in our

1 am ready Lo leave the

il ] ] : -:'. : -. ; R "'..___
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The divislon ig stlll on the Ni)jmegen heights. One combat
-team ls wlith the British XII Cirps north of the bridge:
Gen Horrock of the XXX Corps has been most anxious to use
ué in a ground role. Gen Dempsy of the Br Z2nd Army spoke to-
me about 1t but 1 demurred. Gen Montgomery spoke to them
about 1lt, representing 1 belleve Gen Eisenhowers views; and-
they decided on a defensive role until after their blg attag
at that time we are to.return to our base which rumor has —
it will be near Rhelms. Horrcock has asked me to make a

11 mited objective attack anyway which I dlidnot entmee cver.,

= This morning 1 meet hémand Gen Browning at which time I

will be transferred to the Br XXX Corps. Gen R.ﬁill_l_nuppnn
blame this tranafer on me.

A

Hijmtg-n Qet. 12, 1344
Gen Hobropgk inspected the division yesterday. A hell of
of a nice person as well as a good general, I like him very
much. Very human and closely interested in the well biing ar
comfort of the aﬂldiur_l_alwaja the mark of a good 80
~ "Ho word from Gen. Ridgway. Sent Chief of staff to his CP
yesterday. Should soon hear something. Gen. Parks, C7S,
. Firte Allied Airborne Army came by the CP and spent the
| night. I do not know wether he was inppecting me and the
———dAivisicn or not. Atiall evenis he gat an lfl%ﬁII 1 am nuri |

The British have been high in their praise of the di
- ———and Gen Horrock on his inspection, accompan

¥y :
pﬁki viry hi;nly nr th! di?ilinn. ﬂin- Hurrhnkin-+.ang.af




Nijmegen Oct. 16, 1944
Accompanled by the regimental commanders and Col. March
went to the XXX Corps CF at Wijchen and there met King George VI
A very nice person. Trying very hard to be nice to everyons.
Except for his epeech impediment an easy person tormtalk to.
__Gen. Montgomery and Gen Dempaey accompanied him and they were
~ Very nice. Gen, Hnntgumnry an interesting study. He has, &s the
Britieh say "no side”. Nevertheless this lack of side is
cultivated I am sure, I can Inderstand why the troops like him.
He has mastersd the ayetem of teing personnallyezxy kind to the
troops, using the chain of command, and being exacting with hia
offlicers. He is evidently ruthless when a change must be made, -
—His trail of ascension to command ig littered with the broken
carfeers of strong but , from his viewpoint, unsuitable offi Tvs
-Sent the C/3 to visit the XVIII Corps in UK. He had a long t&
with Gen Ridgway and Col. Eaton.-Gen R sald that he sent to e
- —datter in a moment of hasty Judgement, that up th that moment he
had not heard from we, and that the whole affair was to be
regretied. He wlll see mecabout it later, I believe that I got ¢
out lucky although it is not over nor will it be as long a8 R
18 1n the service with me, I hope that I learned a lesson op res
- traint. I must learn to not be hasty in angey, I've got to
_learn this. Gen. Parks was in from the Firss A A/B Army. He
sald that my promotion had gone formardfrom SHAEF to Washington.
. The most pressing probobdem now however is that of effective
- command under present conditions. The troops are in good spirits
' _rations are excellent and the enemy opposition measured in terms.
~ of casualtles very light. But for thls type of soldier 1t 1s .
~ not good to sit in a fox.hole for weeks on end. Yesterday I i
~ suggested to Gen Horrocks that 1f the Canadisna could not clean,
out the Antwerp estuary we could do it for them. Right now the
~entire. war awalts the : P &nd frival of
~ fillers, both ent 1o & movlie of the
—Ht and f =y Tl Y 8E i .._ &Y L. . _—ﬂ' _ - ¥ —
t. Met & very *-_nml;:rgir Wor

=—

 Mra. Hemingway. - The 13th-] /B Division 1s on the way over,
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Nl )megen, ©Ooct. 21, 1944
: Made a’trlp to Relms to look oger the new camps at Sulps
- and Sisscone. Flew over and drove through last war's battle-
fields. Most disheartening. Promotlon came in yesterday.
Fighting golng along rather quietly. Germans definitely on
the defensive, we are still awalting the fall of Athtwerp. The
Fhillppines were invaded several- days ago; too bad tu ‘have ——
. miBEEd it.
Ni)jmegen, 0Oct.27, liil-’-lr .
Time flles in some ways. Gen Horrocks in yesterday. !
PPEﬂictEd the.date of the British attack &s Nov. lOth. That |
should get us out os here by the 15th. I am prepared to stay
__until the lst of December, we are making plans for our Thanka=-
iving dinner in the fox holes. Many visitors from the War
‘_‘ﬂ Department and FAA/BA. We havea routine tour that we take
them on now that takes them into Germany, near the front,
to an OP where they wan see the German fox holes. We can
guarantee eveything except the Intensity of the firing. That

the aldes are trying to arrange. I am getting tired of the
Tront. Six weeks without relisf 1s a long time.

—_— Hi]mﬂgﬂnr—--ﬂﬂﬂh—l,—lgﬁ-ﬂ- 2

November, here it 1s. Fall, winter approaching and prospec
__ts of spending it in the trenches of the Lowlands. The front is
. definitely tougher. Last night the 325 lost six men killed and |

. 7 tenwounded with no prisoners captured. The other night two
- were kllled. Tenight and for the next several nights we are !
not going out hoping that the germans come after us. This is a
hell of a way for us to have té fight. The best offensive t.ruup

]1' 8 in the theatre and we sit in fox holes for two mon &

=

germans are re uning ‘dogs. The Eﬂ# quiuklg fum th-
anlut.inn and rounded up t;hm,mn

-
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_ﬁnﬁlti uncerta ?- british, 8o B mﬂlﬁ says, are:
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Nijmegen, Holland Nov. 10th
- About Nov. 6th Gen. Bull ad Bonesteel came up for & vislt.
; Bonesteel, I belleve, is a habchet man but not for me, 1 hope.
. The Tth Gen. Ridgway came up with w report from SHAEF G-=1 on
- the subject of looting. Some of the allegations made Dy &
~dutchman of Gen. Krules clique were most sericus. The SHAEF
1G, Gen. Halnes, camé up the Bth and has been here since. A
potentlally serious situation. We are apparently all clear.
Weshould be. Our relief by the Canadians is speeding along.
Max Tayler hit yeaterday, shrapnel in the leg. Jablonsky in
@8 & War Dept. observer, sald some significant tnings about
- Bud Miley. Despite this I cannot see him as an A/B higher
unlt commender. Jabo talks toc much., The dutch political =),
8ltuation looks not too good. I am spmpathetically inelineded
to look with favor upon the younger element headed by Peince
_Bernapg. Gen. Krules of the older reaclionaries should be run
out of offlce and control. To be here 1ln between both of them
with both sides endeavoring to prove the other side incapable :
of controlling the local ,ivil population is most unsatisfact
ory.
N1 jmegen,Holland Nov. 13th
. Turned over the sector to the 3rd Canadian Division at
0030 thls morning sc now am entirely free. Everything very
_Quiet. Extremely guiet., The german is most probably concentrat-
ing in front of the lef and 3rd US armiés. It is heartbreaking
- to completely ¥ abandon this salient that we have given so
many iﬁi‘fﬁ"ﬁﬁfﬂiﬂ.'fiiﬂnrdayluzgiﬂiil notice was received
~ that the Nejderrine was up to flood stage and that the germa
~ could put the "i1sland"under water. The "island" is ST i
~  land between the Wagl and the Negderrine. extending out to the

sea, [ne g " - put It under Hrgq—mt—rﬂr_m - |
__a mtter of hours, “Upon relief all infantty na eng: wniiey)
. march to Qost a 5 of 23 miles. Quite a march for men
- bave DOeRy  for elght weeks. It has rained intermitt
—ﬁ'ﬂ-ﬁ' Y raral dave g g %% ey R e
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_ might necessitate an occupational mission into the heart of
W Egrminy'ltgjﬂf_-ThﬂLpEﬂhliﬂﬂ.ﬂ: disclpline are manifold.
D irs _ »

The only thing that will curtail our training will he the

-~ 0ne -—I-G

Gen. Hains, the ETOUSA Iu, is still with me checking on
looting. Yesterday and the day before complete showdown
inspections of the bages and musette bage of all men of the
divislon were conducted. Units in the front lines are to be
inspected today after thelr relief. 1 have never seen nor
heard of anything like 1it, it is. most unofrtunate. The
British moved ocut yesternday scott free taking with them cars
and loot unlimited. X® Uncle .Sam ls known the world ower for
hls generoslity and these people are going to make the most x
of lt. The men of the division have litfle if anything that
they have not purcheed or recelved as gifts. Thls 1s becomln
& regular way of life, too regular. I don't want to get

away from how b live in peace or how to live as a.clvilian
but 1 am. No soclal contacts for eight weeks and I am gett-
ing to where I accept that as & normal state of afifalrs.

Sissone, Framce - Nov. 1l5th
Arrived here the afterncon of the 13th. The 508th arrived
yesterday the 14th. 504 due todg. The Div Arty and the 505th
are to be stationed at Sulppes about 70 miles away. The
Sissone area was occupled by the Geérmans, before that the
French. It wag a large post. The germans had done an exce-

~1lent job of training md the remainas of their tra iﬂlﬂE._ 5

arrangements show evidences of lotsof work. If we have the

‘time we should get a lot out- of this stay. I ap counting on

three months. The weather will preclude any winter A/B opns.

prepature breakup of the present german government. This

. ~ sissone  Nov. 18th bl
today I merived at Frestwick from Africa. —

Th: are moving slong, need our base echelon thimgs badly.
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are thinning, many of them are banged up from combat and
hardly fit mentally or physically for further parachute operi
ations yet they have no other prospects., It hardly seems
right, there should be some way out other than being killed
or wounded. There is no cther now. Some day there ls golng
Lo be a hell of a mess when complete units refuse to Jjump
in combat again. There should be some rellef for them or
some promlise of rellef.
Slesone, Nov. 2leat

.21 planes from base over, Biggest trouble at the moment ia
with our lack or clothing and equipment that is beling held
up in base, Gen. Ridgway called yeaterday. His hgrs moving
over, I stlll have to make an effort to get along with 4
that hgrs. It would be much easier if Eaton were out af =<
there. An ilmported French show in last night, terrible but
funny. It promises to be a long stretch here, I wouldn't be

-surpriged 1f we were here in May. It is difficult to see How

the United Natlions can mount a large scale effective attack
Bbfore spring. Any lmmediate show will no doubt be done by
the 17th, later the 13th will be avallable. We can use a few
monthe of rest and recreation as well as reorganlization and
tralning. Thls wingéer should bring to a head many problems
in the European governmente. There ig a very strong and well
armed underground movement afoot. In Holland my sympathies
were with it. They are the people who risked theipr livea, ——
gave their fortunes, sacrificed their careers and homes for

~an ideal or self government. They and they done: should. have

— i
—

~Russlia and the communist party however wants part

the say of how it should be created, not %I reactionary
intrenched interests. There will be bloodshed. The young
vigorous resistance movements are not to be depied. I do not

~— belleve that they in any gspouse the political ideaddogy

of Russia, In fact, most of them want no part of Rugsia,

; of

of them 1f 1% iy vegeibrs
They are and wi] PRNE e
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Slssone Nov. 28th
. The reorganlzation and reequlppling continues, Attended a
th‘;“kﬂ'ﬂi‘?iﬂﬁ lunckeon at the home of Gen Thrasher in Reims on
he 23rd, met some nice French people. On Friday afterncon the
25th went to London. Travel time 2hrs. Landed at Northholt and
nbtaiped billetts at the Groavenor House. A most enjoyable
b night’ with Valerle., Went to Ciros where they nave an @especlally
| pPrépared and very good dinner. Saturday went to Cottesmore there
ﬁ had a short visit with Gen Clark of the 52nd Wing. Went to g
. Lelcester for lunch with Lt, Col. Ostberg the rear echelon
comdr. Returned to London at 1500 and stayed overnight. Had a
wonderful timeé, Just what I needed. No champagne this night.
Returned at noon Sunday and learned that Friday night in Reims —
.. 'troops of the division raised so much hell that at the
request of the Olse Base Sectlion C3, Gen Thrasher, all of our -
troops were restricted. Jumped right into the affair and had
& heeting of all unit COs. A special guard is to be formed of BN
one offlcer and ten NCOs from each regimeng making a totaj of
5 and 50 hand picked guards., The number of men on pass are to
be reduced to 5% instead of 10%. The trouble seems to center in
three things. There is no way to get a girl of easy virtufe, all
houses are off limits and guarded, food cannot be bought in town
anywhere, champagne can be bought by the bottle anywhere anytima
At present the situation is well inf hand.

r ~ S8issone Dec. 14, 1944
L Everything apparently in fine shape at last. Just concluded
_ our war bond drive. Sold §1,280,000 worth of bonda. A high per
b?— capita record for this theatre and we don't know about the other
. places. The payday troubles ®re at a minlmum, probably as much
5. due to the banﬂ-ﬁritﬁvgq.q thing. First three prizes get a
| L_:i ,f—-.mp—t_n__. UsS. Gens 1 ‘...‘ 5 ; TR
. _{obstensibly to see h:
iuf??hnppﬂtranca and -behavio
. that he was talking t

8 son.. The talk led to the excellent |
of our lads in Paris. Gen Lee satd —
or general about their ajert
; the surviyors"
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Dec.. 31, 1344
On Sunday the 17th received s warning order from Hqrs
. XVIII Corps to be ready to move on 12hrs notice to the front.
. A German attack wae apparently making unprecedented headway
| between the first and third armies. First order received at
* . 1900. At 2100 regeived notice to move as scon as possible. Order
. B 1ssued to the 82nd to move at 0500 the next day the 10lst to
__ _move at 1400 the next day. Olse Base to provide the transportat-
- lon. I left at 2300 for the CP of the U3 First army arriving at
" 0900 the 18th. Things in an uproar: The Germans about ten mlles
 away and coming on. CP at Spa Germans at Stavelot, Declded io
~  put'me at Whebapmont. Div started o arrive just before dark.
+ First germans, and AG of the 1lat 55 Div krooked out by a
. 30 Div roed block at Hablemont at about 1800. Div concentrate€
~ and ready to move by daylight, & quick move executed to the
~ " line Trois Pont-Vielsalm-Samchateau-Regne-Ffaiture, Contact made
- wWith the Tth Armd, 106th; and 28th Divs wnich were almost cutl
- " off. Held line agalnst determined and strong German attacks for
~ _eeveral days during which time we mpped up the cut off spearhead:
- - of the lst 53 at Cheneaux, covered the extricaticn of the Tth ;
© ~Armd-thru Vielsaslm. wWithdrew to the line Trols Ponts=Floret—
- Manhay. Right flank up in the alr and never ccbered by the 3ra
_ —Armd Div nor the Tth Armd. Badly chewed up several german attack:
- . agalnst the new line. 'Right now today the Germans are thinnlng
~out on-the divislon front and what the future holds is a big
. question. He is capable of making a very strong attack to the
north out of his sallent but on thls front he ls defimi:
. . falling back. What 1s the answer? This has been an experience
-~ _the like of which I hope I never have again. It will be invaluab
le to me in future years, Our army has a hell of a lot to learn
~but at present these alrborne troopeérs of this division are
‘monkeys o s opposing them, They are.
sombat | ©rg. The German

L] LR

il B wY il
S T






