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London, The Norfolk Hous
Saturday, Jan. 29, 194*
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London,
Monday Jan. 31, 1944

gen, Lee eame up for lunch, this me fpllowea 5
with Col. Edwards at EBOUSA re the reorganization iratggnramnu
unitss Thée 507 1s to be broken up, the 50lat to the 1) tﬁ;’ﬂ
the 508 to the 82nd. Had a lang talk with Gen. Lee re 11: and
plan for the Carentan operation. Sounded to me ag thnugha
was dissapating hie divislon before ever getting 1t op E.H
after landing. He has a difflcult Job ahead, really unEaEh:ﬂ
takes more experienced troops and troop leaders than he Hilti
have in the 10lst., He 18 to come up today mnd we are to Gt
‘with G-3, First US Army at 1000. His misslon at present 4o r
appear rather extensive. Talked to Gen Ridgway and Col. 998~
Eaton several times during the day. Hagan and Roy to come
to London on Gen. R's staff. Appears asthough Norton may go to
Div. ae G-3, about time., This 18 more and more becoming a
parachute show despite our most intense efforts to get the
gliders in.  Called Gen Glles re packing bulldings in the
Grantham area, having difficulties. Went to Ciro's saturday
evening with Val, Yesterday noon took her and her mother to
lunch at Barclay's,

- London,
'TUEEdﬂrj IIII FE]J- 1: lg“

Conference with Gen. Bradley and Gen. Lee in Gen Bradley's
office at 1000. Gen. Lee conecerned with the diffieulties of -

. his mission. Talked to him quite a bit about it. Didn't reallze
before how ideas from the last war carried intc this one ean be
confusing. He is thinking in terms of a coordinated broad scale

— attaek against an extremely vague German costal position
whereas nowadays the system in such a case is patrpylling ir

~ foree ana then going thru the holes and mopping up. fis mission
is not an easy one, perhaps too difficult for his diﬂalnnh:l

~green as it is. Gen. Bradley is a good soldier, he knows Lhs
details of organization and egaipment that only can be asquir

- through'long familiarity with ik them, I know of no enomied .
that he may have in the service, a most interesting o88¢ T ordc

~Conference in afternoon with Bagby on air suppert, trooP S
training standaras etc. Conference with Schellhammer 1;1““

~ afternoon on reorganization. It appears to be more difi i~
of aceomplishment on further !t-ud.j'; Dinner It‘thﬂ'w‘
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London
Hﬂ'dnﬂﬂdﬂyj Feb. El 19#4

.. Several interesting but umimportant conferences in the
AM on Overlord. Matter of terrain mofels was induired about by

_ SHAEF staff, called 10lst ‘and they said that they were going to
8end their own man to school and after training him make their
own. Lunch at Chas. Lytle's, 24 Park Lane. Stag, some very nbee
¢lvilians there including the chief of Scotlany Yard, now WC
Horwell, RAF. Conference on training at 1430. Arrived at a '
rather general but I believe satisfactory solution. Underssand
that the memorandum on "The Employment of Airborne Forces" 1is

ﬁg belng too well received, same rehash of Cir 113 etec ete.

-
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!- inner at Ciros. Didn't sleep well, worried about lack of ,

, tangible asccomplishment in office. I wate too much time. For
| many reasons it will be the thing for me to get back to the Div
Prime Minlster had a conference yesterday at whiech the matter
of more air 1lift for overlord was discussed. It shows the fine

—~hand of Browning. Montgomery is back of him, or he had better
be. It appears possible that more ships may be obtained and |
that the size of the american 1lift be lessened to lncreasg,
the British 1ift. I do hope that the 82nd gets in, or that I _
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: ¥hursday, Feb. 3, 1944 ]

Conference with Bagby, Mclntyre and MacPherson on the
trainingprogram and SOP. Cleaned u 1 chores
city in viewof my coming
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London
Frlday, Feb. 4, 1944

Ma). Roy to duty lin AM. I left for CP 10lst at 1000,
arrived at 1200 in time for lunch. After luneh had g long
conference #th Gen. Lee and Higglns. He 18 concerned about
his miesion and well he might be, 1t 1s difficult to see how
it ean be worked out to the satlisfaction 'of everyone with the
means he will have. The probabllity of = an inerease in the
British 1ift at the expense of the American 1ift becomes
increasingly greater., Returned to Norfolk House in PM,

Maj. Hagan for duty. DEnner at 82. Called Jack Thompson
who has Jjust returned from Algiers, luneh date for tomurrqn

London
Sunday, Feb. 6, 1944

A very busy day what with getting Hagan and Roy
started and getting cleared myself . Conference with Gen Bull
and sald good-byes. SOF and Training conferences to complete |
final drafts. This all finished., Called Gen Rldgway, he OKed
my Sunday departure _thls may be impessible however. Dinner )
at Ciros with Jack Thompson, Eil and Val., I am anxious to get :
back to the division although this has been an education.

Lelcester, England
Friday, Feb. 11, 1944

~_Bunday evening, referred to abave, I received a call
from Division directing me to g0 over as ‘sccon as possible. .
Difficulties of some sort in the 505. Left Heston fleld {1r;-1
0300 and ‘arrived Langford -Lodge 1300. Met Gen Taylor at Sea]
the Ballyscullion house, he had Just returned from Ltaly.
Thﬂ-ﬁﬂﬁthﬂprggplqg_warq AWOL, 60 in the regt of which 32 -
were in Vandervort's battalion, the 2nd. Gen Ridgway was 5
partleylarly concerned becamse an inspection by the Div IG
x ghowed that there was apparently unfair treatment Bad that
the situation could easily get entirely out of nand if it
¥as not allready so. Allegedly Vandervort was a martinet,
the officers aloof and unapproachable, the men overworked,
and punished for the offenses of others. Van was using his
{g:g;;g:-:;-: punishment technique. I spent a day a?ﬁ_ﬂngﬂlf
2 T9BL, nad seve meals, ' .6 clearly it rests
on Eatuhn}il%; inadequate and ﬁnfnrgggiégug:r#iniﬁn of the
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Eegiment. Gen Ridgway holds me closely responsible for the
€havior of the regt since he feels that I brought it up and -
Xnow it well. Batcheller is a headache, he can do the job,
but 1t will take effort. Commanding a parachute regiment
18 quite a job, it never just happens, it must be commanded.
Wednedday morning left for England, stopped by Half Penny
Fleld at Kidderminister and called on CG of the VIII Corpa |
Gen Reinhart. We are attached to that corps upop arrival in
England. Had luneh with him and hls staff. Arrived London at
1500. Sent letter to AEAF on packing shed requirements of us
Mptirborne iroops and took Gen Ridgway to call on Gen. Browning
~ &t British AB Hagrs. Signed out and cleared flat & 2000. Had
dinner at Val's flat and departed London at 0030 Thursday.
Arrived Leigcester at 0430 and after considerable searching
found the 82nd CP area at Braunston Park at 0500. Slept until
0700 and then to work, there ms much to do. Turner, G=3, left
permanently for the hospital with ulcers. After a lot of
préliminary conferring started around on a reconnaldsance at |
1100 visdting Stoughton, Scmaptoff, Quarondon, Nottingham,
and returning to the Div at 1600. There more conferring until
€000 at whleh time I was ready for some sleep. There is a 1
great deal to be done 1f the divlision is to get in here with |
a minimum of confuslon and get started &én its trailning progran
Training 1s the mosil serlous problem, both the extent of it
and the magnitude of the problems, and it is the one least mmi
solved particularly because of Turner's denouement. The future
shos promise of beling very very busy, many headaches and much
worry, lots of dlssatisfaction. I hope our dafficulties are
- appreciated by the higher ups, there will be many and we are
-Mstarting late.
ol o s — e © Lelcester
; . Feb. 12, 1943 .

: -igﬁagfnalﬁd by Col. Pettit went over the 3§ 325 area to _
- determine whether or not alternate bllleting would be necessat
in the case of that regiment. Declded not. Actually all of th:l

- ge unite will be very well off compared to many of the camps |
" that I have wintered in. Went to Cottesmore to check the .

' interior construction in the divislon packing shed, an excelle
© nt nangar for that purpose. They are assembling, the RAF,
~—hamd ek L T e Gy
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Feb. 14, 1944

Had lunch with Gen Brereton and Giles. Brereton had just
dropped in to apparently looks thinge over., Talked to me
and Col. Crouch a short while on pathfinder training. He 18
an unusual chap. Evidently quite smart but with it rather
pompous and mpimkedx opinionated. It is difficult to obtalin
anything definite in the way of training plans from them at
thlis time 1in viwwof Gen Giles impending relief. It 1ls clear
however that training even on the regimental eale must be
coordinated with the Navy, RAF fighters, and Land FProcure-
ment people. Returned to the Div CP about 1700. Col.Weinick
came in from Ireland, he is to be the Div G-3, a good

cholece although I would prefer to have someone with some a
practical parachute experience.

Leicester
Sunday, Feb 13, 1944

Spént the morning visiting the billete and camps of the
artillery and engineers. Some of the homes that the British
have turned over to us for occupancy are lovely and have
seen days of prosperity and gajety.-I.wonder 1f they were
not aetually bankrupt or approaching that state when they
turned them over to the government, actually they are castle
of a size and ineffieclent arrangement that would preclude
thelr economic maintenance. Back to camp by noon. Met Gen
Ridgway who had just come in from London. It was good to see
nim and talk to him ofour problems, I need an expression of
confidence from him occaslonally. It is after all his Div,
ne has positive and definite ways of running it, it is his
staff, so despite my best of intentions and ingustry I « Oy
feel at times that a word from him helps. He told me that“’
Ben. Taylor would probably replace Gen. Lee who has been
taken seriously ill. Since hls replacement would very likely
be junior to me I would at last feel like and actually be t}
Assistant CG. Sorry to lose Taylor. His presence in the
Divieion was some guaranty of Gen Ridgway's avalilabllity fq,,
promotion to a Corps, I may be consldered a bit young to
take the Division by some pecople although I would glve any.
_thing to get lt. Spent the afternoon taking Ge ;

. around to the ﬂiﬂ!ﬂﬂgl‘:ul“!'_-_.:hﬂ _Plea
At the suggeetlon of the G-1 spent the -
fighting for blueberry pie?
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~~  except for death or injury in his present w -

‘man must have a home, famlly, and something to fight for

Leicester
Feb. 14, 1944

9: A late start, breakfast at the Grand, out to camp by
*00. Visited the 325 camp to chaek its readiness it being
vhe camp of most concern. All set. Talked training with G=3
1n thé afternoon. Drafted a swell schedule. All Bns to pet

& Pparachute actual 1ift proficlency test. I hope it works
Out. Each Prcht regt to get a CT 1ift in early April. G-3
agreed that the ideal A/B division, at present, would consisi
of three parachute regiments, with four glider arty bns, an
AT and an AA Bn Plus services. No glider infantry. Until we
devise a better way to carry glider infantry they are not
worth mueh to us airborne. It appears as though I am in for
& very buey three months with little time to visit London,

Leicesgter
Feb. 15, 1944

Checked the 505 and 325 camp, both are coming along in
excellent shape esmelally the 505th. G=3 returned in the eve)
ning from IX TCC. Richards,the TCC A-3,is at times most
difficult to work with. I presume that in any test of
knowledge he would rate very high, he appears to be smarti an
quite competent asx as boss but as a staff officer he is
headstrong, opinlicnated and disloyal. Gen Williams who is
to take over the IX TCC 1s due in any day now, he may change
things stound a bit. Anyway it appears as though we should be
Ble to accomplish some excellent training. Dately I have fel
a bit loet, what 1t is I want or whether I am just slmply
tired of all of this I dont ¥now. It has been the attitude
of the British to say,when we say anything about being tired
of being away from our normal way of life so long, well, we
have been at war four years. Belng here with them now I ]
realize that to them being at war is like being on WPA in

-uniform, except for the overseas armies. Even those they grai

nt leves and furlos to whenever possible. The people of ours
that must get fed up at times are the 45th and 3rd Divisions
They are in the Netturno beachhead now. A young man doesn't.
give a damn, he has hls whole life ahead of him and maybe
opportunity lies right where he.ls, who knows? A middle aged'

besides himself, he realizes that there i1s little opportunit:
1 _. n-.1-

out of place and 1f he ;n;thn:p.;y all is is because !

ﬁ:nkézwl nothing else and has no other choice and probably

has followed the profession of arms all his life,




Lelgeater
Feb. 156, 1944

This is nu time to write thle- but it is as good a tim®

as any. It is now 7:45. 1 have Just come from the meass having

- eaten in splerid soltitude. Not an officer pregsent. Not an
office open. The Division closed in 1te billets amd by now
not a call has comé in notifying Haore of their arrival.
Yesterday had a conference with McRoberts and Wilkins to the
TCC (Lno). They are ready to go ahead on our training,
however the TCC A-J declines to permit his unit to start plan
ning until formal orders are recelved, Later in the day
made a reconnalssance of the probable Bn test areas with
G=-3. It took all afternoon. Returned at the CP at 5:30 .

- and there found Gen. R walting to find out why A=3 of the
TCC 1s putting ue out of the necessary offlice and billet
space at Cottesmore. After some sparks and phone calls we got
nowhere and repaired to the Glebe house for dinner. I hate,
actually hate, being treated as an imcompetent. Despite the
time and effort put into this job there is an ummistakable
lack of trust, especiallty at times when it is most needed.
This faet growing hablit of officers putting thelr rtroops in
tents and then getting themselves a fine house in a nearby
village burns me up. At present every Regimental CO has him=-
self a house while hls troops are under canvas, then we
wonder about accusations of officers being aloof, unapproach
able and unsympathetic. I don't like the mud and rain anymore
than anyone else but neither do the troops. Somebne is losing

thelr senee of values, maybe ite perspective.

Lelcestser
Feb. 16, 1944

—Vieited the 505th, 325th.and Enprs in their new billets,
Everyone doing very well, actually the blllets are excellent,
———Pryamidal tents with stoves and board floors. Nlssen huts .
for offices and.the dispensary. Kitchens and messes in large
———nlssen hut type buildings. Lights in the offices and messes,
Six men to a pryamidal tent. Walked home from the office fopr
~—~dinner, accompanied by Gen Ridgway. About 5 miles, walked jig
in exactly one hour. Gen. R in a good humor. Had a feellng gy,
——at he would not have been displeased to find me faltering at
'] his pace, he takes considerable pride in having walked many
. people off their feet. It is unfortunate in somerespscls ang
well in others that wefare so god damn soff much allike. -
Dissussed training after dinner, much to be done. He defémpg
ely arranged .

. i
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Lelcester
Saturday, Feb. 19, 1944 - 9;30PM

Thursday the 17th vielted the area in the vielnity of
Nottingham and picked what I am sure will be an excellent
area for an A/B_exerclae. Called on Col. Chappel at Bottesford
He 18 CG of the 50th TC Wing and at the moment someWhat lost.
Gen. Williams ia needed very badly to get the IX TCC in hand.
Returned to Div Hgrs at noon to lunch with Gen Rldgway and
Maj. Gen. Harter local district commander, British, Belng an
old eoldier he had some interestingtaled to eadll. After lunch
dccompanied him around on an inspection of some of his British
nits. Stopped by the CP of the British 4th A/B Brigade.
Srigadier Harper commands it. Gen. Ridgway told me that I had
Lo get to London without delay to attend a meeting at Eentley
Briory early Friday morning, Left at 5:15 and arrived at Vals
at 8:00. She had a date with Carl Hausauer. Called on her
later, 2:00 to be exact. Attended the meeting at Hqra AEAF
conducted by AVM Leigh Mallory at 11:00. He wanted to discuss
alrborne operations with pecple who have had practical combat
experience. He 1s to have a conference with Gen. Montgomery
Monday and he wanted té be well fortified. It appars as though
the entire-A/B pleture is to be revamped. There is some talk
of an exclusive A/B elow on the Brest peninsula. I a for that.
Generally speaking there is a feeling that the proposed plans
for employment of the A/B troocps in the comingoperations lack
visibn and boldness. As Gen. Butler put it, it 1e . like havéng
Michel Angelo,paint a barn. AVM made no decisions nor comhit-
ments, merely discussed all aspects and encouraged srguments.
The meeting ended at 1l:00 at which time he took everyone to
an-excellent lunch in the same area. Upon returning to the cp.
’,'}en Ridgway told me that I would have to stay for another :
meeting Kridx Saturday monning. Went to Ciros with Val. Attend
ed a meeting again at Bentley Priory on the subjeet of estab-
lishing a combined TCC - A/B-operations room in the vieinity
of Uxbridge. During the night had a good air raid, the best |
for me in London to date. Sixty planes came over, dropped 8

- mostly incendiarles. Diessussed -the appointment of an A/B offic
~er to the SHAEF etaff with Gen Ridgway. He 1s having a diffic-
‘ult time filling all of the requirements for high ranking A/B §

-~ “officers. 1 was glad that SHAEF wanted me and more glad that
Gen. R refused. My future is with the division. Higgins may
__get the Jjob. I feel mueh better ngggt_;gp'whola Pleture., For J
 a change I feel like HarEl?E hard and bucking, it has been '
& long lay off. Gen Taylor's status still in doubt.
S : S .
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Lelcegter
A : i Sunday Feb. 20th

To work early thia mornlng. A conference with G=3 on
the training program foidiowed by a comference with Gen R.
Gén. R now has authority to gqualify parachutists for the
division staff which will help both personally and help the
division. The situation ls a most lnteresting one, many of
them would like to get the pay and pany of them have talked
each other into how good the idea of being a parachutistg
is. The consensus of feellng le that we should have two
categories, lst regular qualified active parachutists and
2nd qualified parachutists except for pay. The latter -
would only take such instruction that would be necessary - ~
to permit them to enter combat with some chance of making 1t
This afternoon made a reconnalsaance with G=3 of the trainin
areas. Snowing and snow and ice on the ground, The first
drops are golng to be frightfully uncomfortable but I must
participate in the first ones of the Bne and Regts.

Leicester
Monday, Feb. 2lat

: Out on a training reconnalssance after a good nights
sleep, Colder than hell, food for thought about the coming
~-training, a hell of a time to spend nights in a fox hole.
Awkened by the returning bombers. Quite a few cver iast night.
~Quite a few were over London also. Was calling Val when the
alarm sounded. Picked an excellent area for the Bn tests and
~the divieion CPX and FX. The DZs are not too large and have
a canal nearby but I hope all works out well. We have a :}5
- terrific training program outlined. Visited the 505th in @
the afternoon, always enjoy seeing those kide again. They are
~ beginning to look rather good. A few months of good training
and they should be ready, or as ready as they can get. Dinner
at the house with Col, Grubbs this evening. He is n charge of
all ualur‘!‘r.{u*ﬁ*“ﬁ, oops in UK. Some Job. We had trouble with
~_them down town la '
- rlol pob L]

8t _night. Everyone is scared to death of the -
- he situation. Our troops are touchy .
G es and tough enough to do some- .

“combination. .




Lelcester
Tuesday, Feb. 22nd

= Several near riots in town lasd night. English people,
Speclally the lower classes, do notdescriminate in any way.
In fact they prefer the company of éolored troops. The ﬂﬂlﬂ!‘ﬂdi
troops have been in thisd community for almost a year and they
are well intrenched. Mamy are living %th local english women.
With the advent of the white troops frays and minor unpleasant
éncounters have occured in the local pube and dance halls.
American whites resent very muchseeing a white woman in the
__compang of a colored soldier. Here they almost see them in
'ﬁed with them. Last night the 505th had its offlcer patrols ml
«rmed. The negros resented this alleging that the white office:
intended to get them. A group of negroes broke into an arms
storeroom secured arme stole a truck and headed for town. They
were intercepted on the way by one of thelr own offlcers and
taken back to camp thus avoiding what might have been a
disastrous situation. Today 1 had conferences dth the EBS
FM, local S0S PM, SAF PM, plue anyone else interested. Flaced
Leicegter off limits until further orders, had allunit COs
make a shakedown for weapona and talk to thelir men personally.
Now 18 no time to settle our raclial problem. The attitude of
the British is in many respects difficult to understand. Their
“treatment of colonisls 1s deplofable yet they entirely mpis-
handle the colored problem. They inflame it and run, yelling
ally the while, this is no way to do thinge In a democracy.
Visited our packing sheds in Cottesmore. They will have chutes
ready for the Bn teste and the jump school. The colored proble
took most of the damn day. Recelved several Xmas packages.

. Lelcester
'5 : praeEs | 19 N Feb, 23, 1944

" presented the local colored situation to General Ridgway. |
He went to work on it this morning. Little can be done at the |
moment but &alk and let the situation simmer down. Took Norton
‘and Batcheller to the problem area and ghowed them the DZs. |
The were rat.hurjé‘_ﬁﬂt-!!‘f?'.!-!.ﬂ_“:“ in thelr approval. Looks like
“en excellent exercise, and damn good test problems for the Bns
Thigs afterncon visited the 325 tralning. Coming along OK. A
steady appearing regiment, probably never will fight with the
elan and dash of the parachute reglments but can be counted
ipon for a steady fight. Conferred with Gen R for aifew minutd

s




on the present state of the operatlonal planning. He attended
a conference yesterday at which Gen. Bradley and the British
army commander outlined thelr requirements for the use of
' airborne troops to Gen. Montgomery. Air Marshall Leligh Mallor,
dissented recommending another use. Montgomery backed the
army commanders and firlnﬂ set the miesion for the 10lst. The
British are to get 200 C-4T7s which they estimate will be
enough to 1ift one of thelr brlgades. Next the 88n4 was told
Bhat its mission off the western side of the peninsula was
being firmly set and that very likelyy that would be 1t. We
are to plmaccordingly. Gen R hopes to get in all four re -
I am afraid that further study will indlcaté the lmpossib’ 7t
of getting in that many gliders. It will be an intereésting
mission and a hell of a tough one. Any kraut no matter how AM
dumb he is surely reallzes the importance of that bottleneck.
'The present count of divislons in Weatern France ls 53. Last
1fnﬂnth it was 24. That shows better than anything else what isa
' happening on the Ruasian front. To an unblased observer it
must appear at this moment as though the Germans are prapnrlﬁ
~ to lnvade UK rather than the reverse. They even have an A/B
division at Rheims. Some day we are going to get kicked off
a beachhead, léts hope that it 1s not this time. That would ¥
didastrous for the A/B troops. Val is a problem but grand.

S = y Lelsester
Feb. 24, 1944

Up at 4:30 and out to see the 3rd Bn 505th perform. Wrong
- goordinates so much time was lost. Returned at 10:00. Several
conferences on tmaining with G-3, Gen R, Gen Howell. Gen R
sald thls evening that he was going to keep the Erigade .~
- 1intact and ‘employ it as a brigade in combat, this certainly
. Was a surprise. He stlill hopes to get four regiments in. He
- sald that If there were a misslon for 2 para regts he would
send the brigade. A bit of a change and a screwy set up.
~ Obntacted IX TCC and 50th Wing and 438th Group re training.
BAPLZE UR, THQ Brieads e finding reasond sllfisaq)
annot take the tra tests. Ran home in 49 mi,
~ ‘tonlght, ran and walked. G ack on the beam, its about
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Lalcester
Feb. 25, 1944

A conference at Langar Fleld with Col. Chappel, CG 50th
Wgng. and Lt. Col. Donaldson, CO 438th Grp. Thafpwiil not be
:hlﬂ Lo meet our training scheile starting Mar lst. Instead

@y hope to be ready to drop at night by Mar Sth, even this !
18 optomistic I believe, Gen. Hal Clark of the 52nd Wing here
for lunch. Had a nice talk with him. Qur unite have a great
deal/ of confidence in each other, personal friendship of
officers goes a long way to establishing confidence among
Hnita, A a&aff méeting at which the initlal directive for
Curveball" was put out. I suspect that I have never properly
B the. donor of the boocks and sweater that came today. appraulaﬂq
It 18 so good that I am busy,the minute that things slow down
I become introspective, restless andunhappy as hell.

~ Lelcgester
Feb. 26, 1544

Called Val, a bit like old times in London, worried some
and awakened at 5:30, couldn't sleep. Up to Langar Field to
the 438th Grp for & reconaissance of the DZs. Looked gatis-
factory. Millet and Lindquist in for an inspection of their
Nottingham areas, good to see them again. Sounds a8 tho
Lindquist has a good regiment. There will be lots of bad
feeling if Millett must be relieved, I wish that some™HE& had
They caime by .the house for dinned&. Snowing tonight, I have
felt very much alone the past few days, a general officer in
one of our divisions 1s a lonely person. The juniors can all

1!Fraquant the local pubs, meet people, have some fun, but not
‘-the generals. It gets to be a tough proposition, at times :
Val is a 18fe saver. Taylor went to London today to take over
the AB section in SHAEF. It is expected that he will shortly
‘get the 101st, Gen. Lee's divislion. A long time ago I had
figured out that the place for me at this stage of the game wm
‘was on Bigher staff. That may have appsared correct at that |
time but it seems as clear as can be that the place for me now
 1p with this divieion. I am certain that Bradley will give |
* Ridgway & corps soon. I may be fortunate enough to get the -
 Division although I will certainly be rather young and there
will be lots of clamoring for it. I do not ever want to jump
the prospects of an A/B gene: = “"t“’?’?m“_.ﬁ’k{?a‘f”“m
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Lelcester
Feb., 27, 1944 )

Called at.1:30 and all was superwell, so pleased could
hardly. go back to sleep. A conference witn Gen Rldgway in
the war room, the firat. OCur mission 18 becoming increasingly”
firm. For the first time today he.sald that I would go in
with the parachutie mlsslon. 5o here we go again. 1 feel 3
really like 1 would like to ralee hell for the next couple
of months until target date. Thlis A/B general 1s like nothing
else in the service. You have all of the hell and dangers of
any paratrooper, yet you cannot ralse hell and get the worry
out of. your syetem. The mission does not look too bad. I§Fﬁ
The German continues to build up, taking from the Rusala 2
front. Since we are depending on the 1l0lst for rellef 1 am
not expecting too much. I wish that 1t were ah older outfit. g,
We may be cut off for four or flve dayss That wlll be a long,
nasty hard fight. That is my present JoB, toc get ready for 1t
Training 1s coming along but not well enough. The next week ,
or ec wlll show a lot.

Lelceater i
Feb,. ‘EE. 1944

Accompanled Gen R to Hqrs IX TCC at Grantham. About an o
inch of enow here, at least a foot at Grantham, countryside
beautiful. Now I know where they get those superbeautiful
pictures for calendars etc., quaant bulldings, church spires,
snow laden evergreens, clusters of brick houses. From Grantha)
went ot Cottesmore to call of Gen. Clark, CG 52nd Wing. A
very nice visit, As a result to both calls we reached a good
understanding of our mutual problems. Gen. Williams will '
of course do everything in hls power to help us. We need '

A/B trainingbadly. His groups are not ready to fly nine ship
group formations yet. Studied the operational area somé more,
1 like the looks of our mission in many respecte. We should
not, with a bit of luck, meet too much resistance upon lande
“ing. We can accomplish ocur mission for a day or-two, that ig-
& certainty. My only worry is when we will be relieved. With -
only two divisions hitting the beaches, one to be exact lnd--m-l
one A{B. 1 hardly see where they can come to our resue soon, -
~~ Fortunately we have (en Bradley in command, I am sure that
he would not sacrifice us, Anyway someone has got to do the -

~job. I hope in some respects that this is the last of this

. type for some time. We should pick better spots, resistance
upo ?= ng and intensely thereafter is curtalns for many,
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Leicester
March 1, 1944

e Trip to the 505th to check traning, 8in of snow has

« ered them considerably, Jeveral ponfeences on terining.
Taw up an outlkne defense for the combat area. With a bit

of luck that should be a good mééslon. I am sweating out &
Pit going into it. The likelyhood of encountering hostile

reslastance during the landing ond reorganization phase 1s 1

greater there then it should be, Still if we get away with

we. know that it will probably be our worst. Had an idea so

went into London for dinner. Forgot that it was Feb. 29th.

r1hl'linnar at Josefs. Left here 5:15pm, returned 4:00am.
iy

Leiceater
Mareh 1, 1344

Went up to Langar to confer with Lt. Col. Doneldson, GO €
438th Group. He will be able to fly us Sunday night, evening
rather, he does not feel equal to a night drop yet. Back to
divlesion, aceomplished little actually. I will be happy as
hell when this show finally comes off, the walting 1s worse
than the fighting. The cold weather does not help things
much. Batcheller and Alexander received word tcday that they
were to receive the British DSO for their work from Naples
to the Volturno with the 505th. I am very glad to see them get
it.

BE

Lelceater
March 2, 1944
An extra full nlghts sleep and off to a busy day. A trigf
to East Lelceater airfield to call on Group Capt. Venter, CO,
“then out on the field to observe the Horsa glider activities...
“Went alof for a ride, my first glider ride, and enjoyed 1t |
very much. Callen on Co. Kingston local British distriect GO,
“ not in hle office., Had a meeting of all Infantry unit_ﬂﬂ'"_'_h
at 1400 bour. OQutlined the training program for the coming

~ two months and discussed some of the training points to be . &
emphasized in order to pbint our training towards our nuﬂbityi
mission. This 1s the most interesting phase of training, we B:
are beginning to see what the future holds for us, the men
~take their mm..mmﬂhummmyﬂ_ &
lay particular stress on dﬂannqrng;tnntvgqp..nﬁ!,!pr__H'_lq.}
_“hLﬂg#hIlmthl;ﬂﬂﬁﬁiuiﬂﬂwfi¥!;l;—l? -3 i ""lj{"%ﬁfif time to
drive home the proper techniques, Also AA and A/B « |
The decisive A/B hﬁ-lﬂ_ﬂ:iﬁiﬂmﬁ on the g

- on |

commanders sekection, ther & no retrog




Lelcester
March 4, 1944

Out to observe a b&tallon problem staged by the 2nd Bn
505 Back 8t 9:00. Gen. Ridgways birthday. Sherry and coffeé€
with cake ln the office, qulite nice. He was leaving for
London so things had to be done that way, Inepected 3rd Bn
505 in the afterncon 1n connectlon with its proficlency test
many shortages. Strange thing and one that most of us hme
long since learned and that 1s that & unit commander will
repeatedly profess complete equipment and wespons status for

.his upit yet a showdown will show up many many deficlencies.
Therenis no substltute for a combat load showdown and pro-
ficlency test. The competition and pressure always brings-—
out the real stuff.The British have an Ordnance corps 2
scheol in Lelcester, Last evening they had Gen. Taylor,

Col. Weinicke, and myself to dinner

Lelcester
V. March 5, 1944
Val called at 1539% that helpa. Up at 1:45, left at 2:30
for Langar with Gen Ridgway. Arrangements at the take-off
field ran smoothly. Stations at 5:10, take-off 5:45, drop 7:0(
One of the best drops that I have seen. An interesting
o experience to drop in snow. I stlll wonder what in the hell I
am doing in thls business. Krause is handling his battalion
much better, could be gotten feady in very short order. He is
| 8t1ll & most interesting case. I do not bellieve that he wuld
~— 8tand up long ln sustainedcombat, he stlll ppears to be very
emotionally unstable at times., Returned at 11:30, chow and ¢
~ to Cottesmore to a metting with Gen. Clark and staff re the
507-508 drops. Appears to be shaping up satisfactorily.
‘These weekends are hard on me. Little works is done, but
I am invariably tied up, 1 would really like to get away f

J— - - J e —_—

: I v Lelcester
e R — ~March 7, 1944
day spent clo o -office, Visited the
. Continued to investigate the malfunction ip
;ie line broke, at this point it appears
' : ‘inferior materials fgp
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G-3 presented théér estimates. We are 2ll in agreement on
What ground we will attemp to hold. It will inalude gt.,
Sauver Vicomte extending to the west to include all of the
Woods five miles west of the town. Efforts will be mde to
Plock the neck of the corridor by advancing from our base.
EEEI&QEE. the german is not acecupying the area in force it wil
€ a grand misesion. If he is there walting 1t will be a hell

of a fight from the time the first feet hit the ground. If
We ca only have an hour or so to get organized everything

#» W11l be OK. Val called at 9:00, been trying since 7:00, to

= tell me that I am to be promoted to Maj. Gen. Said that she
had heard it and that Johhny Richards. had seen & cablegram.
Her dope allegedly came direstly from Gen. Bradley. Wouldn't
convince her that she was in error. She was going to Ciros
was to call Wen she returned but didn't. That would really be
an lmpossible situation, I should realize it even though biae

- 2 -Léiuutur 2100
. March ?: 194# e 2

A lazy day about the office. Checked the annexes for the
Div. Field Exerclse. Inspected the lst Bn 505th. Maj. Kellam
although definitely under acloud is doing a fine job, It
is ofcourse impessible to tell juet how well he will do in
combat but he 1s trying like hell and getting resulte now.
Under the circumstmces it 1s impossible to reclassify him,
‘that is what Gen R wants. Ran home in 34 minutes, not good
s &naughl'Qllnnwrln_nlnnsn*ﬂnn_Rw!lldllrz_hiﬂlg_stQIn_up“nttﬂr.

. g our last Jaunt., Sometimes it s difficult for a formerly
.7 active man to realize that he 1s aging, I expect to have the

g, g I .

sme difficulty myself.

- : ——————— Lelcester _
: | xi o March 9, 1944 0800 &

T Over £ﬁ thiﬁﬁaﬁ:#ﬂnii“tﬁiiﬁﬁithﬁLlﬂi;nin the AM, the "fi
. ing, well almost. He dislike the HOrsa glider, still expects

 —



castle grounds of some of the local rather small bore royalty:*
In the evenling went to a Division Officers dance, had a very
nice time although made no connections. This general's rank 1f
awkward a an affair like that, you can never tell when people
are being nice because of your grade or really because they
likéyou and have some interest in you. The diviaion is now
directly under VII Corps for supply, all planning etc. Looks
+1ike the finl o, the A/B section in London, just as well,

Lelcesater
March 10, 1944 0745
3 Went to Bradgate Park to a British batilecourse, 325
1" firing. Too much exposure over open ground to be reasonaplg.
Froblem Jump last night had tc be called off, fog and
limited visibllity. We wlll stage it tonight, Gen Taylor back
from London, his assignment to command the 10lst is evidently
set., It will be interesting to see how it works out. He is
smart and capable but better suited to one of the many war
commissions being formed. Looks like I will not see V Saturda)
afternoon. There is no one who can cause me such damn concerm
and discomfort at the moment, thie must be corrected.

Leicester J

. March 11, 1944 0815
. __ A rough twenty-four hours, a dilemma, what in the hell

is the answer., Checked in at Langar and had lunch with the
lat Bn 505th, Kellam looks not too Epnd yot it is difficult

Lo put your finger on what his trouble is, he just does not
__appear sure of himeelf. The battalion looks good., The morale
and attitude of the 505th 1s at 1ts best. Had to call off th

__drop of Kellam's battalion on account of weather, most
unfortunate. Just arranged with Gen R to $n"tﬁ'Luﬁﬂﬁﬁffbﬂ%§;
- F—
| P Leicester =
: March 13, 1944

o . oeft at 1:30, arrived 82 Portland Place 4:00. Visited
US A/B Hqrs and talked to Ireland and Michealis. Procured |
quor ration. Met Val at Park West at -ﬁ:m.--Mt----m--E-Lm{'!
for dinner. Brunch at 11:00 Sunday and off for Leicester at

- 430+ A perfect weenend. I sinemeply hope amd pray that we
11s out and what portant that after worp.

ving. ghli ot
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Lelcester
March 14, 1944 0815
A 325 exercise, Bn proficlency test in the amand pa ,

A 40 mph wind in the evenin he 505
: \ g 80 the 505 test had to b 1L
off. A very bysy day, Gen Taylor's ﬂrdgra to Lﬁ& 1315% g:muad

in in the everinE morning. sorry to lose him in many ways
a@lthough 1t glves me an opportunity that I hope to be able to
Enke thz gﬂ;t of. A cocktall party for him at the Glebe Mt
cuse g 120,
Everything looks so good now, this training and waiting perio
Lhat I so dieliked doesn't look so bad. I feel now that I wil
i ‘E;Et through the next fight, I certainly want to.
Lejicesater
\ March 16, 1944 Q745
Val called , out on a trip for four or five daws. Called
last night from Bristol. The test of the2nd Bn 505th was held
on the l4th. Drop and A/B planning OK, execution of the groun
d phase unsatisfac%ory. I am réady to recommend the relief of
Col. Batcheller. We cannot take him into combat in command odf
& regiment. I still remember his action at Blazza ridge and
the day prior thereto. Now the regiment is going definitely
sour, morale is elipping and the attitude of the officers,
especially the higher ranking ones is not what it whould be.
Inspected the 507 and 508 Bns taking the test yesterday. Their
new equipment looks wonderful, I forgot that there was such
nice new stuff. If they flght as well as they are equipped we
have nothing to wrry about. There are times when I have enough
this eager newness on newly arrived noncombatante. They all
want to get shot at and many of them will be much the worse
ol or having been shot at I am afraid. :
b2 Lelcester
March 16, 1944
visited the Ens at Cottesmore and Barkeston Heath, they
are taking the tests. Both looked Eﬂﬂ&- The 507 and 508 lock 1
better to all appearances right now than the 505th. I spoke to
General Ridgway this evening about reléving Batcheller tkix A
nx, recommended Ekman to take hie place. That 1s & tough
spot to step into for Ekman but I am sure that he can handle
1t. Tt would be disastrous to continue couriting on Batcheller,
"I have never told anydne of his behavior in Sleily, neither
on D day nor at Biazza. I had hoped that he could do the Job

when put on his own.




Laicester e
March 18, 1944 QE800
It hardly seemed like 3t. Patrick's Day, nary a drunk |e
nor-a speck of green. The Irlsh are ratner unpopular at the
moment. Went up to Grantham where we lald én the 8 group
1ift. It should be & big show. Checked the CFX in the after- "
noon, not working too well. Welnlcke's greatest trouble has
always been that he is lncllined to do all of higs G-3ing in
the office. Want to Cottesmore at 11:00 pm, Jump called off
on asccount of weather, ground fog. Too bad. Wlll make 1t
today, in daylight 1f necessary. Called Val at 10:00, not 1in,

supposedly cut to Wildewlng.

i ]
-

do feel that i1t has ite compensations.
gpent some time in the war room. That coupled with a talk
that I had with 4-3 of the 9th TCC just about convinues me
that we are making our maln effort in the wrong place. Surely
the high command will shift. Here he le making his main affort
where the kraut is etréngest, it is so basic and obvious. The!l
Balkans 1s the place, I would not De a bit surprised 1T we

went there If we do this big build up for a second front 1lnto
France ls being done very well, for my monsy 1t 1s being 0
over done that is why 1 am becoming susplicious of it. The
German now has 56 divisions in there, one the 243rd, in our
landing areas. It should be a rat race to end all rat races.

Leiceater
' March 19, 1944 03500

Bns of the 507th and 508th Jjumped operation curveball at
1600 yesterday. Called the thing off at 2130 and 2200. An
well carried out exercise. It 1s refreshing to work with ﬂﬁ
troops fresh from America, enthusiastic, and anxlous. They
listen and hang on to every word and as far as 1 could cobserveg
try to do exactly as they are told. The Battle hardened véleran
of the 505th are by now a bit calloused. The 507 and 508 appear
to lack the technical proficiency of the 505th but what they
lack they ‘more than make up for 1in their zeal and interest in
doing the correct thing. They will do all right. called Val at
1030 pm, she wae Just calling me. Will try to get down for hepr

mother's birthday.

e gritiques at 1000 and 1100 this am,
Looks like a busy Sunday, we need more busy days.

| s —



Lelcdster

March 20, 1944 1100
__ Critiques at the 507 and 508 in am, conference with Gen R
on Overlord at 1300. He 1s getting firm ideas on Wow he wants
L0 earry out our mieslon. Still looks 1like a hell of & mess,
but if it must be doneit will be done. The current favorite |
ldea is to drop the parachutlists of both dlvisions xk during
the night of D-1 and reinforce them with glider essentials at
dawn. Nelther division would get

Leiceater
March 21, 1344 1000

- A much brighter gay today. Went to London Sunday evening.
On the return anmaﬂ!era an hour and a half out of London the
car chugged and ca to a dead stop - out of gas. What a mess
finally begged, for a pound, two gallons from & eivilian
truck driver that got as far as Lutterworth here we found
two US sallors asleep in a GI truck and thay gave us enough
Lo get us to Bdkcester by 0500. To work at 0700 and Bo it was
@ full day. Conference on the subject of refusals at Brig Har
at nine..Gen R stated that each refusal would be handled on
its own merits, that old recurrent injuries that subjected
an oldtimer to Jumping jitters would be grounds for transfer
.to a quieter unit, non-jumping, that obvious refusals to
avold hazardous . .combat duty would be tried by general CM ang
the maximum punishment meted out of them. Cases from Africa
were cited wherein the sentences ranged.from 6 to 20 years.
Returned to.Brig.to inspect thelr test Bne.at 1:30pm. Met
Gen R in the war recom at 5:00 for further conferences on the

~ comingoperation, at thies eecond it does not look too bad.

Ta Lt Tnk Bn at 1100. He is going to bring us some Lt Tanks %
 for training in April. Endeavored to arrange accomodations fo
at one of the nicer local hotels for the 505th Prop Blast.
“Impossbble to find any. A very nice birthday party for Mrs.
Came, Gen. Lewis and Lovett were there. A nice family although
at times the old lady 1s painful. She likesto plg up hhe girl
'~ and drav them out in front of company, a natural state of
' gffairs of a proud mother I suppoee. This is the first da
" of Spring. One would never khow it from observing the local
L ~ eonditl : . : -
. c
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~ for combat

Lelceater
March 22, 1944 0745
Stayed close to the office all day and cleaned up some |
probleme and letters. Drew up the FO for operation Sidtecar.
It looks like a good show, scheduled for the lst=2nd and
" wlll inwolve 3 Preht Regls not to mentlon Gen Eradley, .
Alr Marshall Légh-Mallory etc. It follows very closely the
A/B plan for Overlord. As a result of & conference that Gen
R-had ln London yesterday it appears as thouBh we might go
in the night of D-1. I 1like that, I am getting anxlous as
we gel closer. Things are Bhaping up in definite form, I
fully expected a big change or two in our planning by now,
I'll find myself going out of the door over Cherbourg
muttering "I'm sure we are going to the Balkans" Called ~
Val and definitely arranged for a billet at The Flying W
Horse in Nottingham for the Prop Blast.

Leiceater
March 23, 1944 r

- A phone call from Val at 0830, cocktails by the Divieilon %
staff at the Glebe Mt. house at 645 and a nice dinner at TOOpm 2
-Went out to the 507 and 508 night drop at 9:30 pm. They hit on |
scheédule and hit their DZs, despite this unusual good fortune >0
by daylight they had not yet organized their defense nor dug
their men and weapons in. Neither Regt CO appeared gll day.
Called the exercise at 2:00 this afterncon. 1t worries me,
they are not ready to take on the combat mission that Gen R ds
-1ining up for them. He believes that they are. There is so
much to be done. The officers are dogging. Col. Timmes Bn in
the 507 has the worse attitude that I have encountered in many
a-day, what to do? More and tougher training, chop off the
worse heads, put the heat on where i1t will do the most good.

Our combat commitment with.these people is n'wpdig. )
. i
T ' s - Leicester ’
__March 24, 1145 2

— pma

' A long talk with Gen re the state of training of the two II'
.regimenfs, He will H“T'l“i nga__:bnﬁh;% reéclassify Millett before we -
are through. Lil{a soft, indolent, ing leadership necess
McKe now

lack
is to \11 good changes if We are
to Capa of Life this morning, L

ale for the troops to know that they areg’l
#:lip ?'f ¥ R 1 - -‘T k. nwm_*l
R ot Val, |
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Lelceatesr
Friday March 26, 1544 0900
Val arrived 1500 Axkuxday afterncon. Went to the 505th
Prop Blast Bmidegxy evening. It was frightful, I was a Dit
ashamed of the entire performance. Nothing was organized. The
Prop blast veremony was Blighted if not overlooked, they forga
the toast to the former members whom we have left buried in
forelgn soll, there was no food worthy of the name, the girls
were terrible with few exceptions and the drunken condition of
some of the officers and their dates was deplorable. I was ver:
! Sorry that Val was present, it was certalnly not & part worthy
- of being a regimental affair. Val was wonderful about it al.

lanned a drop last night had to call 1t off on aceount of the
“‘Weather and bombing missions to Berlin.

Lelceater
: March 27, 1944 0800
A conference with Gen. R re the probabllity of our mission
beling called off because of German occupation in strength of
the area we plan to land in. This, if it happens, may make it
necesgary for us to drop nearer the lélst ob not grop at all..
Lunshh with Val and in the afternoon walked in Abbey Park. A
very lovely afternoon. Left for the DZs at 2000 and returned
at X% 2300. Exercise called off on account of ground fog.
Thls 18 1t, the first reason I have had to return from the war,

Lelcester
: March 28, 1944 0800
A conference at Cottesmore with Gen Clark re the _onditions
+ of weather necessary for fi}}ing. We are getting fartherg and
| farther behind in our training. Jumped the Bns of the 507 and
_508 at 1500. Not what we wanted huﬁ“fhﬂ“ﬁiif_thit'?E_Eﬁulﬂ_ﬂiii
: —“Killed one lad in the 507. Appeared as tho he may have
: ‘a faulty exit, in addition, unfort » he had placed
- a wooden paddle in his chute, evidently home made for tucking
~4n the flaps an t caught in the whute, after falling
- with the main about i of the way out for a hundred feet he J
~ — pulled hils reserve, It - right up »the malin and didn't
'~ open out 8o he came in. Regrettable. The Bne taking the test
. looked much- “ye = It Dg What a. litt]
~  applied in t belings

1—_
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Leicester
Mercn 29, 1944 0800
Attended the 507 and 508 critiques yesterday. Mlllett
bitching as usual about anything he can find to bitech about.

— S ——

—————— - — s

Yeterday I had someheated words with the IX TcC staff re the
soming operation Sidecar. They way that they occasionally
put out ordere arbltrarily stating what we will do or where
we will land, and thelr too frequent condescending attitude )
makes me wonder of the future, It is defefnite in their @indb
that there will be a separate ailr force after the war, I am

in agreement with them that there should be. They also are of
Lhe.opinion that the airborne troops should be part of the atr
force and not the ground forces, and in this I am in agreement
with them. Right now it i1s clear thatour place may be in the
~ground forces but with the development that is certain to come
in both the alrborne forces and the alr force it is clearly hh
proper thing to do, i.e. look ahead and put the ailrborne trnnp;
and the Troop Carrier in the same organization and command.
Considering all of this I wonder then of our future rola,
certainly in peacetime it should not be doing guard duty, KP,
boards, courtmartials, PX Off.,and all the nasty administrat-
ive Jobs for the air corps. If the alrbbrne troops are to be
the step children of the airforces I g% want no part of it,
nor does any other parachutists, we are not bullt that WaY «
But the question »%x: arises, ls the best and most promising
future in the alrborne troops even if they are in the

alr force, or in the ground forces? Everyone knows the {ﬁﬁ
&NBWer but I can foresee a life of struggle and dissatisfacty
I1'1l never be a hind tit for anyone nor will any parachutist.

Leicester

| e e ‘March 30, 1944
Day epent around Hqre getting the details of sidecar arrange

d. Gen. Williams and Col. Crouch came over in the afternoon

to talk TCC organization to fit our organization for both H
- 8ldecar and Overlord. Gen. Ridgway has an axe over them. I gap |
uncertain of what it is but ehy have a great deal of respect
~ for his wants. I believe that his action in the Gen. Dunn cggq
in Africa put the fear of God into them. Gen R told me that I M
would command the Prcht Task Force of the 82nd in Overlord, ')

e
—
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lecaazﬁr
March 31, 1 1000

A day of final reconnalssance of the Eideaarjnia.gLnuka
Pather good from the DZs. Just found out that I am to Jump
in it so I hope that they are OK, I would certainly hate
Lo erack an ankle at this Blage of thegame, Welnicke doing
& very poor Job at G-3 at the moment. He has an odd and modt
unusual faculty for shirking work and at the same time
Pollshing the CGs apple enough to.lead him to believe that
i€ 1s.doing everything. I am ashamed of the tactics of thks
coming affair. I hope that the administrative aspects of it
Work out. We could have serious trouble:

Lelcester
April 1, 1944 0745

April Fool's Day. Twenty years in the army taday. It seems
like a lomg time, As scon as the war is ended I should take
a four months vacation, wear civies, get a civilian Job, and
get away from it all. Would like to go to West Afriea. =The
show for tonight 1s all set. I am not to Jump now unless
Gen. Ridgway decldes not to jump, in which case I will., The
keeping of dlaries has been forbldden by SHAEF. Also all .
overnlght passes and leaves will be stopped as of April 5th.
Seems a blit early. I would not be a bit surprised to see g
change in target date for overlord. The situation over there
remaine essentially unchanged the past few weeks, still 54
divisions. The Russlan pressyre in the Balkans is helping.
If we _ould get the Southern France front opened a week or
two before our effort that would help too. It is certain to
be a hot place. I have been busy selecting the DZs. That

- . _adoes bring it close. They look good except foe the prospects

' (fsor immediate hostile interference. It is going to be a rough
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‘g5idecar takeoff airdromes. Took from 1000 until 1900. Every

~ upon so it will prove a good
‘so the exercise had

iqhn,_

fight.
: g ¥, 7 Lelcester
A A : “April 3, 1944 0800
gaturday devoted almost emtirely to a tour of all of the

in satisfactory bivouacs. The new regimen
. - _.-71-- - '*TI - L

to be called off, Sunday

‘. hﬂ“l_Il rrﬂl :"1'- ,_._;-:-._ '_: 4 . _. l ¥ f‘l-'z Ani - ". L -Ir;,| L ¥
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evening. Nol Dell here 1 went 5
It h‘ﬂ 'b'u' E‘r"r:'l..' - i 'fiﬂ!'.:...l_‘_’ ote. ;

ts feel a bit impo

vil.

..-l t r

[—_——
.

-
o
e .



This weather at this time ia most unfortunate. The entire
parachute force of the division is at takeoff alrdromes
8wealing out what now amounts to threedays of rain, so far.
Testerday the division's tentative outline plan for overlord
was drafted. I am to be given the parachute Laskforce going

in the night of D-D plus 1. Gen Rldgway follows with the
gllder force at daylight. It ehows great promise for interest.
It will be very excltlng and a wonderful opportunity. With a
break we will go to town although I wish that the new regta
had a bit of experience. We will be hit shortjy after landing |
and during landing, of that I am qulte certain. I am q :
worrled about Val, she is a wonderful person, =l |

Lelcester
April 4, 1944
Visited each regimental headquarters. They are all taking
much better care of themselves now, 1t has been a good thing
for them, The problem had to be postponed another 24 hours.
Worked some on operational planning. It is shaping up well, D
Gen. R visited Col. Mendez En at Barkston Heath. Mendez evide= |
. ntly had something nice to say about my critique of several da
8 ago, Bince Gen R was pleased I was doubly pleased. It is not
~ very often these days that he shows many evidences of pleasure
With what I am trying to get done. This is an odd job, Asst CG,
therebare none of the accomplishments nor the Batlsfaction that
comes with a well handled troop command. One is somewhat of g
- Whlpping boy and axe man as well as general supervisor. If the
Asst CG does not get along well with the C/S. and the staff
things would be in a hell of & mess. Anyway I have never had
.~ the feeling of soldd accomplishmat that I occasionally ﬁﬂj
'——Expﬂrt!naiﬁ-tn”thrwﬁﬂﬁthf“ﬂniy*in-#nnbnt-vill-thlt-nqnﬁﬁr— -
Buppose. Although even that 18 problemabical. I may if I am
~ fortunate get the division. —- :
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Leicester April Tth 1700
Left yesterday afternoon at 1600 for London arriving 82 Fort-
land Place at 1830. Went to Ciros for dlnner at 2100, returned
2400. Left for Newbury at 0715. Gliders loaded and marshalled
for takeoff but weather kept them grounded. Despite thls the
troops got a great deal of good out of the exercilse. dgmnbat
will tell us a lot about our glider capabllitlies. Talked to
Jack Thompson for a bit at Ciros, he was escortling some girl .
, . whom he kept referring to as "Lady" with some emphasis on the
= lady. Americane put such great etock on a title, and some of
the doge that pass off for royalty mke for quite & mess. Very |
disappointed to find Val such a scold as she was last night.
am so anxious that this be entirely OK and workable, 1t 1s
8’ disheartening and discouraging, and most disappolnting,
what to do? I don't know the answer. I want =

Leicester April 10th 1600
The evening of the 7th 1 was called to London by Gen Ridgway
at 1900, arrived down there at 2200 for a conference on
personnel matters. Gen R of the opinion that Billingslea could
be gotten up to take over the 507th which I heartly endorsed.
what to do with Raff still a guestion, I neither want him now
‘or if I had the division. I went down to Newbury Saturday after
epending the night at the Dorchester in London. Glider tmalning
orginized and I returned to London at 1800, Dinner and blllets
and breakfast at 82 Portland Place. Talked over Thursday night
with Val. Perhaps that sort of attitude can be avoided in the
future. Returned to Newbury early Sunday morning the 9th, glide
+" took off at 1600 and landed at 1900, I called on Gen WO LEe in
"~ {he nospital at Hermitage. He left in the afterncon for America
A m ost difficult farewell, he has done a great deal for 4/B
= oops. His heart was set on taking his division into combat.
L }5Lp 1led Gen Ridgway by phone and he told me that Gen Hodges

e ——

~vas-to be present today, 10th, and for me to be at the G
- Mount house at 0700 this morning, Came directly back and arrive
- at Leicester at 2200. Thus missing an opportunity to spend a fe
-5 houps with Val. Later I will regret it bul-at the moment this
,‘-'Har—iI—E!ttiﬂE—qu1tﬁ‘lﬁfiﬂuliftfhgr—ubﬂwbwﬁuq—mqra fight I can
=1  ces where I will not be worth a damn between fights, even now I
e —am not~ 7mﬂﬁhﬂffhﬂ“ﬂigflﬂiﬂiﬂrI'Ef!*liiﬂthuragmgf—it_tﬁ___a
' _yery daifficult to keep up the pressure when you know what is in
L“‘“'ntuﬂ:‘ This allsIll MWW gave or co baas
' that Gen Howel- sent him recommending the ret.
1 "-"'Irrug.’cll__. : “‘--" mAnQAes” Wi WY - 100 Dad t

&
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on &f Millett




odds. I no doubt am making many enemies in this army DY r”f;;;ﬂs
to retain or condoning the retention of inefficlent u%ittgﬁe
ders. I cannot see any other course. Many lives are & 8 id I
If a unit commander does not have it I do see how in the wor

can keep him. I have been a bit rutiless and have hurt many psgp
but I have had many people killed too. Blazza Ridge should no
have been fought as 1t was. Hagan was responalble for the plan
of attack there. There will be many enafu affairs in the 507 as
long as Millett is in command of it. This is a visfelous syatem.
It will turn against the hatchat man if he is not careful. If
you do nothing many lives will be lost needlessly and your unit
will not function satisfactorily, you may or may nat be releived
of your own command. If you kick a man out you makemany ene

lose lota of friends and certainly make no new opes. 1 wish '
the god damn war was over and 1 were back to blueberry ple.

Leicegter April 1llth
Time flies. An interesting talk with Gen. Hodges. He 18 to
command the American First Army. Bradley ie to move up to the
FUSAG. Hodges commanded a battalion in the last war. His tactical
ideas are qulite good, some of them I wish I had heard ten years
ago. He appears to be quite old to be an active field commander.
. 4-belleve that Ridgway gets impatlient with his slwwness in gettir
_about. A conference with Ridgway last night re Milletts relief.
It looks asthough he may take him into this first fight. Poor Ziy
i8 in a hell of a sweat and'l am sorry as hell for him, an '
officer ahould astay away from a high troop commani unless he is
espaclally fitted for it and supremely confident. The S08 also
~ needs thouands of good officers.

: Leiceater April 12th ;;!g’ﬁ-

- Spent the morning in the office catching up on papers.
Went to a pay drop for the 456 FA in the afterncon then to
brigade bazooka firing west of Nottingham. Returned by 5:30, =
scme time in the war room and then to the Glebe Mt house. I'atill
g: :2:5*3;::—&:ﬁptuﬂrEﬁlfutﬂmﬁhiﬂﬂDiviﬂiunfﬂtﬂff-ﬂutﬂupr_ﬂﬂthins
b at night, or rnrula: f:rlrynnju quits. and goes hom
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r : : ‘Lelcester April-13, 1944 —200 —
= ??I,ai?had-'_ﬂ;q.;,_.m.trnining ‘at Sgrawberry ﬁllla « Most benerji. |

1ecla A ch with V
; L i Ll it R . ad  lu - andervo : -
: _é:ﬂ;q O ooldler: 1 hope that I can [eegoday i 1 i rnm '
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Un the retuen trip Weber hit another car. Mcst unfortunate.
Not exactly his fault but I believe that he could have avoided
it. He hae been throwing his welght around a bit behind the
etar. Thie car Just didn't move over and the right fronts tang-
led. It annoys the hell out of me. A bad thing to have happen.
I am sure that Gen Ridgway does not like 1t and it will certain-
ly cause a lot of tongue wagging. This belng a general is most
painful at times. The brigade had two Bn Jumps last night. Both
did a nice job of reorganization despite the poor performance of
Lthe alr corps. This matter of the air corps Jjust simply not
e dellivering is much more serious than most of uewill admlt,
I we have another Sicily in France I am going on record as
strong as 1 am able to. We have got to have better pllots, if
necessary bombe trained pilots. Hit a low I guesas. Valcalled.
Bagby came in and wanted to change the operational plan so as
to_use the entire TC 1lift the night of D day preferably by 1lift
ing the entire 82nd and part of the 10lst. Gen Rldgway asked
the purpose of his wvisit and when I told him he was very sharp
and eritical about the thing. I felt that he was showlng some
resentment because of the car crackup. Perhaps not. This Asst
Div Comdr 1s a hell of a Job. Actually one can do nothing
except in this division there is a tralning responsibility that
at times becomes very confused between Brigade, G-3, and myself

Leicester April 1&, 1944
A ponference with Ma]. Forward of IX TCC at which the

DZs tentative were selected. Looks rather good. Returned to
Glebe Mount earlier than usual and got an hours sleep before
_ dinner. Talked to Gen. Ridgway for a few minutes. If I were on

: toes I would stop in and talk to him regularly and have a
r“!!Enk_?ithmhimhhﬂrgng_dinn!ﬂt_l_hﬂYﬂ.E hell of a time making
myaelf do this but I know he llkea 1t. He called Andy March and
myself in for a drink. Talked Overlord. We are to have lois of
artillery and TD. Bradley 1s glving ui=ﬂv§;y;h1n§i Iiamsfn:itivq
erosity is based upon our wWobk Ior alm ln Slpll¥. |

: ﬁgaga%%%gﬁiggﬁiii_ o my rescue there and we did a Job for him.
I know he went over our position later at Blazza Rldge and I
: E;ﬁﬁ“ﬁ'wm- These lads will fight and more than that
o up if given half a chance and the means. We get a TD BN,
3 “Bn; an econ Trp, a Recon Plat, and 155 support
The softening up is well underway. The kraut stlll moves about
s e ‘reely however, I have no llluslone about that.

; g | s




Lelcester April 15, 1944

The ides of April, time 1s €lying. Visited the 0505th for
the first time since Eckman took over. Shaping up very nicely -
The area and regiment is showing improvement. Heard that
Bkllingslea cannot fly, must be wounded. He is to come 1n with
me, Raff returned by the lst Division. He 1ls to be my agsistan
since there is no other Jjob for him. That sort of thing is
rather unbelievable and most unfortunate. Mark Clark made him
a Colonel and now no one wanst him. Went by brégade. They were
erying about the jump the other night. About 10% casualtles.
The TCC did a very poor Job, new groupe 439th and 440th. Talkel
to Joe Crouch about pathfinder wobk, seems to be coming along
0K, it is aifficult to get everyone both TC and A/B to accept
it yet if we had in Sieily what we have today it would ba.n1
an entirdy diffemnt stroy. Val came up from London.

Leicester Sunday April 16, 1944

A conference or two on operational planning. Went to town to
lunch with Val. Worked ower the regimental missions with G-3.
Got them in tentative shape. Down town at 1700, took Val to
dinner at 2030.
PPN T hove slways figured that the woman that I married
next would ‘be very active in athletles, music, theatre and have
many and diverse intereste 1t ls .odd that Val so completely
meets every standard that I have had in mind yet she is not
. especially interested in any of the above. Because of the war
and its soclal deprivations I have come to feel that a womanas
nonest complete and full love 14 more lmportant than anything
else, Why marry an athlete or a public character. Nothing should
be permitted to take the place of ones homelife, The home must
come first. Recognizing the fact the biologically sex is a very
transitory attraction and that a permanent union must bé based
upon something more permanent thaf sexual attraction

v

Leicester Monday April 17, 1944
Completed regimental missions and tentatlive divislon order,
issued order to regimental commanders. It certainly helps at tpy
stage to have had some combat background. They have many simple |
questions that would be hard to anewer otherwlse. Ekman and .
Lindquist will be OK, I am sweating out Millett. It will be g
nell of a day at best for all of us. The miselon looks OK. -
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Lelcester Wedbeaday April 19, 1944 0800,

probl Left for Horsham Monday afternoan arriving in the

1 “l2m area at 2100. There met Gen Taylor, Pratt, McAullff at
8l. Gllder landings scheduled for day llght Tuesday finally

came -ln at 11:40, Marshalled 50 gliders on takeoff airfield in
50 minutes. Time from take-off of first glider until entire
column was on ite course to its objective:24 mins., Time from
release of first glider until last glider landed:5. mins. A
g00d show, most of the horsas were damaged beyond recovery, of
the Wacos probably about -% of them can be snatched out. The
entire show was impressive, if we could only do 1t at nlght so
88 Lo eliminate the necessity for such great air coverage,
pturned. a8t 1800 1anding at East Leicester. An RAF fleld that

- W88 supposed to be closed lamded anyway despite the .red flaes
will-probably get a letter. Called Val at 2030, no reply. Went
Lo a 325 dance. It is most regrettable to attend these regiment.
al affaire and see the type of girls that are invited. Few if
any of' the officers would either wish or dare to escort them to
a reglmental affair back in-the states, Yet they do nhere where
they and their army is Jjudged -by the type of company they keep,
The english have not nepped in that they have not asked any of
our pecople to meet the nicer sort of girls. On the cther hand
one can hardly blame them. :

: Leicester Wednesday April 19th 2100
@ent over to North Witham field this morning and talked to
all of the pathfinder perscnnel of the dlvision. It was some- t

thing that had to be done very soon. They have a tough assignme
and probably the most important one in the entire airborne affor

“Their attitude appeared to be very good. Recd a call from Col.

,'-niuu.-ﬁallu&dﬁhimat—a?aﬂ—tfﬂarwa—bnd-nishtr—mnjngg&_talkins_tn_a

|

—fro

Efﬂ’ﬁ”‘;nmmm before, It gets painful at ““‘H" |

Twitchell of Gen. Bull's Ops sectlon in SHAEF re a British order
“america for 96,000 equipment canopies. We have asked for
?&}51:090 for Overlord and Bull thought that someone was wrong.

“We advised him that the British requlrement was excessive based

upon 8 canoples per ton of supplies and approximately 300 tona
of supplies per division per day being needed. Went to a cock-
tall party glven by the local Britlsh uppercrust at 1830. Quite

her, Called Edith Steiger and made a date for a division hop
' T have got to do something. I have never let

ed-again-this eve : o reply. Some state
E;;:;ﬁj. I%?l got to decentraliz e, and right now. Nice letter
' here is someone who is loyal and OK. .
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Leicester, Saturday April 22nd 1230 or
Thursday spent in checking training. Thursday evening w
Lo the Division Officers dance. Dragged Ethel Steiger, ARC, 2
& hell of a nice person. Took her to dinner at the Grand first.
A good hop, stopped by her home afterwards. An air alert. The
following morning up at 5:45 and out to a 507 FX. Friday after-
noon a cocktall party given by the local police chief. Mostly
titles present, had a very nice time. (This was Thursday after-
ncon) Friday evening went to a dance given for the division b¥
the Lord mayor and lord mayoress of Lelcester at DeMontfort
hall, They gave for Britishers. Danced, by request, the first
dance with the Duchese of Rutland. Nice enough, trouble was
she had bhree grown children and was high ranking in her own
opinlon. The British certailnly fell all,over her, an sng
american resents that attitude, Left the dance at § 2130.
Val evidently doing well. The training is coming along & well
as ehn be expecte® at thie staghp at 5:45 this morning and off
to a CFX. Capt Downs who will handle my communications appears
Lo be OK, a solld citizen as the boys say. Gen Ridgway has
. been sick in bed for three days. It has been a grand opportunit;
for me and I have made the most of it. I love command. My entir:
outlook has changed in these few days. The responsibility is
good to get. I would like to get around now and see the men moxri
often. I should get daily recreation schedules as well as drill
schedules and they should be checked as well as training, From
recent indications it gpears as though Gen Ridgway 1s not = as
popular with the men of the division as he should be, Fopularit;
of course must of necessity come to second to command ability
and tactical skill but it certainly helps to have it. It should
not be courted but no opportunities to gain it should be overaim

Aagkad. ~ Lelcester Sunday April 23, 1944 @700
: Stayed close to the CP most of the day except for an Gr
inspection of the 504 area, a visit to the 80th, a conferencer
with Gen R. Most everyone in the usual Saturday afternoon 8pirit
- by mid-afternoon. Felt rather low as usual at these times,
Called Val twice then she called me, Went to bed at 2100 and
u—ruad;"ﬂan—ﬂ~gp+fur—ﬂ&ﬂﬂﬂfﬁiﬂrhaemq}mnau—taklaavanf—inuiahfhn—_;;
would or wouldn't. I can see lots of things that I would like
- to go to work on but I ean't sinee it is not included- -
f n tions in thie division. The train schedule cancelled, T
~ pather ied until 1000 At 0400 - call to
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";"@“'Efﬁ':_ﬁiﬁ‘ area is going to be an inferno the night of D day.
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Lelcester Monday April 24th 1700

t 10:30, looked fine and all ready to go
on the 2nd Front. Very disappointed that he is not to get into

the assault wave. Left at 1400 for Londen arriving at 82 Portlan
d Place at 1630. Val grand to sce again. Left at 2830 to return
and arrived here at 0l15. Took a Jeep and went out to a 505 nlgh
problem arriving at 0200. Returned to Camp at 0400 and to bed x
after a full 24 hrs, Up at 0700 and off to another day. Confer-
ence with officers of the 504th on policies ete, Conference with
Gen Eddy, CG 9th Div., In PM. Edith Steiger's father died and
she called. All of this is getting too complicated. '

Rube Tucker came in a

Lelcester Tuesday April 25th 1330
‘Avery busy day with several conferences. Working with Gen

@-R 8till leaves me frequently with a feeling of not doing well
enough or not doing the right thing, One rarely experiences a
feeling of complete satisfaction. I remember his attitude towa=-
rds Keerans and Taylor. Hés present attitude towards March 1g
at times embarrassing. I wonder if I am much the same with my
subordinates. I belleve that he likes more personal attention
than' I give him, I perhaps should stay at the Glebe Mt house,

Léicester Wedneaday April 26th 1330
A conference with all regimental commandera at 0900 that
lagted untul 1200. Their plans were aired for discussion by the
CG and staff., They appeared to be in rather good shape. Gen R
flew up to IX TCC and upon his return went to bed again sick..
This morning the doctor diagnosed it as malaria. If this is
correct it will be most unffrtunate for him. He got wind of a
possible change in our operational plas from Gen Willlams
yesterday, probably requiring a jump of all parachute regiments
of both US Divisions the night of D-1. I Jike that 1dea very

Leicester Thuraday April 27th .
t, went along rather well. The ataff was
, it. Called Gen Bradley re a conferenc
am to meet him in London Fri AM.
scussion is the plan to drop all Para
- than spread them over two nights.
1. She 1s startingproceedings to

 the firs

=, - h!'.l .
then changed
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alimony it 18 & Dig step for her to undertake. She is bamking
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an awful lot in the next few wmonths and aftep this we have the
aslatic front to clean up. If I live through it all I will be
lucky. But 1t certain to take time, perhapa yeara, I love
Valerie very much, I believe that we could be very happy. I am
afraid sometimes of her adaptabllity to a service life, and I
am not yet sure of how well she will get along with pecople, I
also wish that her education were more along Amerlcan lines,
She hae a typleal Engllsh-Continental background that 1illy
lends itself to American soclety, particularly of the kind that
I enjoy, I have always felt that a wife should have many and
diverse interests, be capable and energetic, and be somewhat of
& community leader. Val will bring to our union few of these
things but she will , I believe, make & happy home and a fanily.
Perhaps I am at the stage where a home and a famlly is what —
I will want above all elge, Ip my career my wife will cﬂrtaf}&y
play a large part. If I 1ive through the coming battles of thid
war 1 will do everything tp make myself heard from in the
counclls of our government and natlonal defense. Val at leasgt
willl have her own independent means to enjoy many of the mater :
1d pleasures that I will very likely not be able to afford, She
is attractive, pPolsed, and of impeccable behavior. Maybe she is
it. Anyway I love her veryveey much. E

Lelcester Saturday April 29, 1944 @730
Malarias again hit Gen Rldgway thursday afternoon, fever up to
102°, I'stayed at the Glebe Mount Houge Thursday night leaving U
at 0500 for London where I had a scheduled conference with Gen
Bradley. Met Gen Bradley at 0800 at Bryanston Square. The story 4

‘Leligh-Mallory had submitted a paper to Gen Elsenhower stating
that he could not deliver the present planned large glider 1ift
at dawn D day without heavy losses and that thereofre he was
recommending a complete parachute 1ift the first night,:ﬂi:«r};
regiments, with each divieion getting 50 gliders apeice, The 5P 1t
62nd, due to its remoteness, is to get about 200 gllders at )
dusk D day -and 200 more ‘ol ing 24 hours, He Justified _t,h_u__‘!
dellvery of 200 on the supposition that they would Eractically
neutralize or gp : GAF by i lkhn;iﬂlm“ﬁﬂh-Erlnlﬁm_ﬂlnnuuggf |
the prehah1=~anan-iﬂtipni for some time. He is very optomistig =
ok feeling that the ulnhhilldtallﬁuimr .
He does not think that ﬁ*

nits up the per espeg
ly the ilght of D-
' - BU a na

much more ease than I at
~Lhe German will commit any.
lally if we cut

~His attitude is. s
besides I an
later in the
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AM Leigh Mallory, aM Tedder, Gen Bradley, Gen Browning, Gen
Williams, and AVM Hollingeworth. AM Lelgh=-Mallory is afraid of
getting too many gliders into the air until ne hag the GAF
beaten down which he thinks he can accompllish in twentyfour
hours if they will come up and fight. At preaent Lthey are stay
ing down. They will have to come up at H hour or be considered
definitely beaten and out of the war. The British plan over
East of Ceen was discussed at some length and doee not look toc
good. They are having trouble coordinating mith the Navy. oOur
misslon will require a Very high degree of coordination with
the Navy and with oupr OWn alr support. The operation is to be
- rehearsed in Eagle, The preparation of that exercise is the
ext immediate task of the staff. Gen Ridgway 1s expecting a
*> classmate by the name of Matthewson in to take over the Div
artillery. It will be very hard on March. I caught a glint in
Doc Eatons eye when he was watching me dlscuss Matthewson's
capabilities with Gen Rldgway that may have indicated that
Rldgway's plans go beyond having him take over the Arty. He may
have him in mind as the ultimate Division commander. I certainl
have not boned it, wich I may well have at least worked at,

. Lelcester Sunday April 30, 1984 0815
Another of those Sundays when everycne starts when he damn
pleases. It never fails to burn me ups. Ifv asubordinate gets off
to-a late start on a particular day when someone in Div Hqra
wants to contact him or visit the outfit one would think that
. the Army was falling apart from lack of a sense of duty of its
" officers.-Yet on occasions and whenever the whim strikes them
Gen R or the-staff merely get in about an hour late, Lunch with
Val yesterday, also dinner and to a dance at Market Harborough
later. She was very attractive and rather popular. Gave me an
- 944 and entirely unreasonable feeling for & moment, Back to
%Ei&iuaatar at one and I us in at two am. Had a cocktail party
.~ Tor the local British uppercrust at the Glebe Mount house., Went |
. Ooff very well. Received a cablegram from the.War Dept. authoriz-
“1ng parachute gualification for all ‘glider personnel of the Div.
-~ Something that we have been waiting for for a long time, we are

on-the beags : :
- " ; Lelicester Tuesday May 2, 1944 0720
BE -“ﬂ—buﬂy"dtJ*Eunﬂan‘Iurtlﬂ‘H?!rfthu—ltr“Euppﬁrt“rﬁgﬁ—ga—frt :
S changed operation. Received the Regtl orders. Made fina resupg
-~ Plana W rml—fnr-mrnutmttmﬂmppwtw for four
days amounting Fﬂ 250 tons.mRxxmiek Our mission will be aiffic-

T uibeot saconpE ' 8Upply will come ip
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recovering it will be a task if for no other reason because of
the tonnage. Took Tucker and Billingslea over to 52nd Wing
and the Pathfinder school yesterday. For the first time

Crouch exprezsed rather definite doubte on the efficacy of

the Eureka. He now has four 717 @ets or Bups Beacon. They are
ithe only four in the world. It appears to be the answer right
now and most probably will not be jammed. Efforts are being
made to get additional sets before the operation. I talked to
Gen R about 1t as soon as I came back in an effprt to elicit
his interest in cabling or calling Gen Marshall or Gen Arnolde
I do not know of any single peice of equipment that could have
such great effect on the success or failure of the 2nd Front.
Called on Miss Steiger of the ARC last night, I don't believe
that I have ever been so well behaved. Valerie occupye & <~

permanent place in my scheme of things that I intend to hondr
and respect. Wish that this was one month from now.

: Lelcester May 2, 1944 2000
Waited around the office most of the morning for Gen Clark, !
Cols. Petty and Brown from the 52nd Wing. When they arrived we !
1aid on a definite air movement tacle for Eagle and Neptune. It
certalnly helps to havehad combat experience with that wing. I !
am quite patisfled with the plan, we would preferred to have
had nine serials but the sgix decided upon should do the Job.
At 1230 attended a lunch given by the English speaking union.
Harvey Gibson, Lord Trent, Sir Arthur Hazelwig et al, A very
~nlce affair of high purpose and probbble accomplishment..In the
evening played deck tennis with Gen R , Doec, Lt.Kraus. Not iy
_partlicularly .njoyed. Received a letter from Peggy. She followedl
the line expected calling attention to the unfortunate plight of
Barbara in the event of a divorce, I 8t1ll feel however that
for any child a home with love is far better than a home of
_distress and hate or better to have one parent always pre )
"ha__]_-ﬂ_‘i“-ﬁ_ 1er and keepe r HE 1'}].'-!'-'. [ 0 hs '_m—m L . ’_ :
-are always at odd she would divorce me as soon

.as possible af r ; ~hﬁvl-ﬁﬂ~&u—1unnurr¢f,m:
This all must be - I really don't concentrate x
—on . he "’_ o8t of the time 4 ey R

this is because" fed up with the war, but "
“agaln I suspect t e due. to my preoccupation
vithmy, medssiup (3 A
| FE-.—. jr 0 "7_-1-_1";'-._!' T B
SRR i N
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Lelcester Thursday Xpx May 4th
Some time with training, visited brigade twice during the @

past twenty-four hours. The 508 1s shaping up very nicely, they
are destined to 4o a top noteh Jjob, the 507 is still qulﬂtlnnabi
Gen Willlams came in yesterday, The 82nd 18 to lead in. The P/F

| drop at 2358 and the first troops at 0022, I will be with that

i serlal. It is fine for the morale of the 505th that they are '
again to lead the insavion. The entire affair looks much better !
now than it dld some time ago. I hope that I live through it,
if I do and the division doea at all well I have an excellent !
chance to inherit it. As a parachute divieion 1t would be wonder
ful and that is what it would be.

B Leicester Sunday, May 7, 1944 0830
Went to London Féiday morning for a conference on alr
- support., Held at Stanmore, Bmith FH presiding. Concerned litself
mostly, with air support for the flight. Night and day flghters,
intruders., 20 intruders to work over searchlights will be avall-
able. At time of take-off fighters will be over German bases to
intercept German fighters if they dare comeup. Bad grossings of
the coast 18 to be smoked. Left Stanmore at 1800 and due to car
trouble did not arrive at Leicester until 2300. Had dinner and
left at once for the division flled exerclse arriving at 0200.
It was to be a ground rehearsal of Neptune. Came in from 1t last
- nfight at 1700 and so a full two days were passed. Saw Valerie
on Friday, she has never looked better, hope to see her today.

Leicester Tuesday May 9, 1944 0930
critigued F ield Exerclse Sunday AM and left for London at
11:30., Conferred with Cols Bagby and Jones at Eastcote from
1430 to 1630. TCC promised to lnclude all of our alir support
requests in their plan.-It is intersting to have such frank
admisgions made of the fact that the TCC can get AS glrectly
® prom the Air Corps when we would be denied under the same
eircumstances. It 1s quite evident that the AB troops and the AC
should be together in the same "branch: Joined Valerie at 1700
supper at a pub, the coach and'orses, eakly to bed and away to
Stanmore for a conference on AS with the AEAF. Statted at 11:00
. and ended at 1700, A very enlightening session on air support
" and the capabilities of the air corps in bombing support. H
% ' houp has not beeri set so ‘that it was difficult to make a firm vl
' plan. The entire plcture looks 1ike an expensive one. This

invasion is goingto co __ﬂ—mﬁr&mﬂﬂw_ir-impurntha;th
that I preséent an optomistic front at all times nevertheless I

"*EHE‘H“ e 2 o A B ¥ <l s . BY T ﬂ"bﬂ"‘.!
. bitch of & fight with many losses. I belleve that we will be
" dropped on our DZs OK but I also believe that the kraut will
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be eilther on or near the DZs also. Shortly after our land%ﬂg
elemente of the 21st Panzer should hit the area. That 18 -
present picture and unless the Ruseian front moves damn 800N o
the French crack the southern area the prospects will get Worse
rather than better. Before combat for the first time a man has
boundless faith in the Bigh command %tk and the staffl padnnling.
He feels that if worse comes to worse they will pull him-out of
every @ifficulty that they put him itto. Avellino was the first
rude awakening, Siclly was no better. You must look out for
yourself if you expect to live and fight. Especially ln AB
operations is this true. It 1s entirely within the redm of
posaibility for a staff to sacrifice an AB unit without realiz-
ing it or even glving a damn. Well, I want to come back from this
one. In Sicily I didn't give much of a damn except to want tefe)
do a good Job. Now I know that these lads will do a good job
anywhere and I am supremely confident of my own tactical ability.
The differehce l1s that I have a complete and full reason for
-goming back. Valerie and I shouldhave a full and interesting
life ahead of us. Smith told me that Tokyo ia to be bombed
May 15th with B-29s. Just a token drop. The gas must be ferryed
across the MIe to the takeoff bases and is entirely lmpractigal
for regular use. As he put it: it will get a few more thousand
votes for Roosevelt. D day and H hour is still not set. Since
Y day is now June lst.I expect D day to be within a day or two
of that. H hour -will be about 0700,

Lelcester Wednesday May 1lOth

A very full day. Conferences with the G-3 and Gen R in the
morning. Luncheon with Mr. Glbson and representatived of the
Red Cross upon the arrival of 13 donut trucks. The Red Cross ig
doing a splendid job for us in thls war. Conference on EAGLE at
1500. Cenferred with Regt COs of Task Force A on NEPTUNE later,
winding up at 1700. They are in good shape and will give an «’"%
excellent account of themselves. Played deck tennis until 1904
dinner and then to the office and to bed at 2230. Called Val.

oo e TEEe A LT
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- Studylng the 52nd Wing order for Eagle moused suspic

— that all was not as it nhnulﬁ.htl'ﬁunt_d%lr to the Wing . ;§P“~

+ .B/F school and talked ti Clark and Col. Crouch. I kave never

1~ eeen such a mess. Our DBs are different., The TCC is going to
. e Gnt D7 THEH HHe DV FO Bives foan

© drop our peécple on d
{~ missions on or thinks that they are to be dropped cn. Most =

] unfortunate and 1lit at can be done about it now. Our G-3
- Welnicke ie 3w an officer miscast. He has =~

2




3

I#

Photographe taken Apr 28th came in yesterday. Hill 110 continue
tobe most intrigulng. The spots are contlnuing to expand, we
cannot tell what ‘they are, We are still golng to Jump on thdm.

5. Sauver has been bombef, five bombs, probably some kid on the
way home jJettisoned his load. Didn't hit anything. The Germans
are flooding the river down near Lessay, an excellent sign. They !
may be prganlizing a defensive line along the river near Lessay,
that 1s the best sign that we have seen yet. They are continuing
to bulld up thelr divisions now being up to 56. The Russians have
done nothing for a few weeks. As soon as they attack again and
especlally 1f the southern France attack comes in it should he pp
us. It is going to be some affair. |

- Lelcester Saturday May l3th 0800 |
. Left for theoff airfields at 0730 Thursday. Checked all
flelds during the day. Takeoff at about 11:06, drop at 1:30-2:30
landed back at Saltby at 4#:15. Back at Braunstone at 5:30. Left
by alr for 1st Army CP at 9:30. Lunch with Gen Hodges, Ridgway,

Kean and staff. Conference later on air support. The AS plan
gétting rather well set, Despite the elaborate plan however we
are learning more and more that the air support arm has very
definite limitations. The ampunt of accurate bombing that can be
done on any one target at one time is very limited due %o dust
etc. On a clear target the accuracy of the AC 1s not very good.

Leicester Sunday -Mayléth 0800
Arrived at CP 2lst Army Group:at 11:45, a bit late, remained
in conference until 1300. It was agreed that the 82nd would get
its bombing reguests on D-1 provlided that the German was unaware
of the locale of our effort on the continent. If he were not,
we would not get our targets bombed until D day. Since he is now
flooding the Ay valley near Lessay 1t appears as though he has
defensive intentions for the Cherbourg peninsula. This is t)
#the best indication that I have seen so far. Hill 110 céntin
ues to be built up with antiairborne obstacles. The attitude of
the AC in our recent exercise EAGLE was most disheartening. My
own pilot refused to use his rebecca relying solely on DR. Thls
operation will, I hope, settle a few things. If it 1s as snafu

. as Sicily I hopeé some one gets tried. I am afrald that if i 18 ai

bad as Siclly I may not get a chance to settle with the TCC, I

- wag inordinatelg lucky down there. Yet thie Airborne effort cann-

¢ along with the TCC screwing things up at every opportun-
' ‘%%%ﬁ%mn ck of equlpment or means. Its

future is limitless, restricted only b6 the imagination of its




Leicester Wednesday May 16, 1944
E  This has been a busy period. Couldn't resist the tamptitiggrﬂ
€to run into London and see Val Sunday afternoon. After al
fiﬂ'nﬂ telling when I may never see her again. Returned Sunday
, évening at one am, out to a drop at three and back to Camp in
tbud at aix. To work at eight and a very busy day. Flew down to
; Eastedte to a critigue on EAGLE returning at 1800. I am afrald
4that again I was too critical of the TCC. That is the damndest
]tuuahy problem, howto get them to fly wetter and show more concer
.n for our aspects of the cperation without becoming too eritical
+of thelr technique. They are guick to resent it if we dos It 18
'80 evident that we would both be much better off in one unit witk
one branch, boss, promotion list, supply source, planning hﬂﬂﬁﬁ
but it will be very dlfficult to ever get them together. \
Honday evening Gen Joe Collins the VII Corps commander arrivea
for an inspection of the division and so wectook him around from
early Tuesday untll noon today. An ‘interesting type. Runty, cocky
_eonfident, almost to the point of ‘being a bore. Not quite apprec-
iative of our problems in assighing us tactical missions but
nevertheless very much interested in our ‘welfare, At least he
expressed himselfl as 80 being. I am certain that Ridgway would
make a much better Corps commander than Collins, they are class=-
mates, and it is difficult to understand. Ridgmy appears to be
sick. His malaria and what now appears to be Jaundice are getting

him down a bit.
Lelcester Friday May 18, 194% 0830

A most profitable day spent cleaning up detalls about the office
Caught up with all or most of my letter writing and studies of
the Overlord situation. Went to a 325 dance in the evening
dragged théir red cross girl, Edith staignr.'rlani‘that”wi;i 4
made to go to London Friday for a Saturday conference at St Paul
hag_gu be dropped because of a cancellation. I feel ‘particul .
- badly about it because of the disappointment in not seeing

Valerie. Someihbés I think that I would be better off 1f I had
never met her. 1 am so damn much in love with her., Sometimes I
_can't quite figure out why,and how long it will last concerns me
- too. At the moment I feel miserable as hell.What's the answerjy
—jub-revinsithees spliieat SRAT By 1070, 20 T
3 hours. It was an interesting w Be. T '
~——and staffe-in - ': ti '-' T‘ it
 90th. Like Orps were pr
——haven't seer
conference wa

_0ld Home Week, there were many old faces that I




present as from a gtudy of the tactieal sclutions offersed,
Rldgway was outstanding as a divielonal commander. Collins, the
Corps .Commander, was outetanding. Eddy of the 9th didn't look |
Loo good nor did McKelvey of the 90th although he didn't have |
much to eay. A8 a general comment they all looked too well fed
and behaved rather pompously to be very effective field soldieri
A few shots and they will change some, either that or lose theij
Ccommands. A letter from Val awalting me upon my return which
Was very nlce to get. T am still entirely unsatisflied about her
contlnuing to go about 8o and about to give up on it. She has
been the receiplent of such attention for years and she 18 so
good looking and attractive that she ajmost has to have constart
ttention, I am afraid that it has come to be part , an essentii
part,of her existence. I am convinced of her falthfulness tp
meé but despite that I find her gadding about extremely difficu’
Lo feel satisfled about. Having a continuous miserable feeling
knowing that she 1s spending the evening eith another man —
becomes after awhile intolerable. She will not understand this
despite any explanatlions I may make so an attempt at a cleapr |
-break may be best. It is an odd experience for me. Except for
the remote posslbillity of a happy future for us I would say
that it was unfortunate that I ever met her. I am still not i
convinced that she will not expect to gad about after we are
married, that would be the finish

: Lelcester Sunday May 21, 1944 - '
A call from Val at 0100 which was gamn nice to get. Changed

my serial and DZ Mfonady May 22nd :
Not-a very busy day- Sunday. Plcked Val and Eileen up at —
Liverpool Station and went to 82 Portland Flace. Stayed there
until -11:30 pm when 1t was time to plek up Jack Thompson who —
Zm. 1 brought back with me gettling back at 0245. Wonderful to
e val love me of that I-am convinced. Saw

—

- ; ;—aﬁam'—]. : = . 2k
]J_ Al Ireland, he had the dope that our movement to the takeoff
' fields would be deferred untlil the lst of June. This helps
. considerably although the high command does not look well

. upon it. - I - S L L1 i £ . .
I o rh, = 28 'fﬁﬁ“ﬂ.;i3v~::sﬁinﬁq 0800 Leicester
; iidgway ts the 325 s;d 50Fth. Excelle alk to

a good thing. e is to talk to the ?.9.'1’.".

_ the 507th, this

e 1 day




. Lelcester Wednesday May 24th 4

Visited the 504th and 505th with Jack Thompson. Spen T
several hours wlth the 505th talking over their mission. Ke
8till loocks weak. Gen. Ridgway talked to the regt at 1800 at
which time the Légion of Merit was awarded to Lt.Masters. The
talk was well delivered and equally as well received. Later a
demonstration of the gammon grenade was staged at the Gypsy -
Lane quarry in Lelcester. Most impressive. Li.Relss of the 505t!
alsc demonstrated the throwing of 60mm and 8lmm mortar HE 4
shells ag hand grenades. Fosder increments are removed, the pin
removed; the base of the shell struck on the ground until the
set back pellet drops back and the fork flys out thenthe ghellk
is armed and willl detonate &n impact. Worked about the ofifice
in the evening, called Val or rather she called me. I am
becoming worried about her condition. I don't really know
whether or not she is as sick aa the doctor leads her to believy
She looks the picture of health but may be run down. At all 5
evente 1f she is as sick as he says she l1ls it 1s a matter of 1=
much concern. Due to the cancellation of many tralilns she may
be unable to come up this week. I had rather hoped she would.

Lelceater Thursday May 25, 1944 1600
The seaborne liftthis morning. Present plans contemplate
the departure of the Glider and Parachute 1ift on the 29th. 3,
Yesterday I took the T''pinpoints to the Pathfinder School at £
North Witham, Talked over the 10lst mission with Col. Crouch,
it looks rather tough. Spent quite a bit of time last evening at
with our Pls. There are now cows grazing on the Prarie de M, =
This 1s beginning to look bad. If that is passable for armor
~ Wwe will be in a tough spot. Visited the 505, 507, 508 this
morning. They-are in as good a shape ag we can get them under 1s
present circumstances., I Hiﬂhfnﬂi"thﬂt“HH”Gﬂuiﬂ“hﬂ?ﬂ—giflﬂ*“—“—L
them tougher training such as we got in Africa, They are ;’Eﬁ J
| nnnfiﬂﬂnt“lnﬂ'u!rtttn“ﬂE‘hhl#rhlhiiiﬁ1“1ﬂ*ﬂﬂhﬁhﬂ—jﬁb;~Iﬁ—1gh_t_
inepiring to contact hew parachute troops about to g0 into
~—combat. They are so sure of themselves. They will _ =,
Job and it is just as well. Either this 82nd Div job will be '©

8 ous and spectac : |
it will be another Little Big Horn. There is no way to tell L
of ® 8004 Job, It 1s regrettable that o many of them have to
parachutists have nine Apparent; . ot all
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Lelcester Saturday May 26th 1300
88 18 always the aa

much teo do in

Neptune has been changed and we are now to jump astride the
Maderet River with the

ting the flank of the Corpe, securing a bridgehead over the
Maderet and being prepared to ad
Gen. Ridgmy was called down to B

Nnew plan, it was necessitated by a change in the

8ltions. They are céntinuing to build up in Franc
pressure that is being put on

they may lose Rome,
weaken their reserve
#M=mw dropping much el
-+ Burbjval are
better. I will jump with the 508th and 50Tth, Gen Ridgway is
going to jump with

& grand show, jhere will
the moment their feet hit the ground.

oser to the amphibious troops our chances

Leicester Sunday May 27th 1420 .

Meeting of the regt COs at which time the new situation was
outlined to them. Lotes of work. These damn changes. Complete
~8ets of plans, terrain memory classes, plastic models, all
wasted. Valerie arrived at 1800. Took her to dinner and then
to the 505th Officers club., Grand to have her here. The
looks fine. At thie stage of the planning the new drop looks
1lke a real snafu, confuslion, and indiscriminate filghting '
galore. It will be several days until any semblance of
organization or tactical integrity comes out of the mess,

Lécester Tuesday May 30, 1944

| . The 30th of May, I Just realized it, we are liying in a
| Mair

~Ft-is-darfri

ferent warld these daya. Drove down to London Sund

A P e IR s
evening returned in haste arriving at midnight. Planning still
in a ?Ethﬂ? chnfused state, Yesterday, Monday, yisited the 3{?

—school and 314th Grp which witll fIy me in. Col. Meyers is to

command my serial. Probably will work OK. Gen. Bradley arrived

in the evening;all of the unit commanders were in for dinner. !
He is s8till as confident as ever that we will swamp the German.

although one really |

1y share his optomism .
_ wants to. The aitu;tinn:;i'?hnpinﬂ;pp a bit better daily, If 4

~ division. Three ex
E“f a terribke
' combat units on the v

~live-through- :

- s fortunate to get

cess fia 'aggﬁnlrn;;rﬁn;tug=lt;tun arrived
-system, they s r cast- ffs to

erge uffgﬁing_1ni¢innxﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁlika. ]

i -

eaterdays

greatly improved, the entire picture locks much

the 505th. It looks llke a real ratrace and
be lots of fighting gor everyone from

505th

command of the

8e when there ls a blg change there 18 too!
connection With it to take time to write about it

misslon of selzing the crossings, protec

vance to the West to the Douvye
ristol yesterday and given the
German dlapo=-
@ deaplte the

them in Italy, 1t looks as though
présumably they would soconer lose it than

8 in France, a sound decislon. Since we gre
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Cottesmore Wednesaday ”a-";. Ei:tfieldﬂ
Moved over here yesterday afternoon. Visited all O .. The
in the past 24hrs and everything is in excellent shap e e-01
S08 1s doing a splendid Job of taking care of us before == -, .
—Just about our every wish 1s granted, cots, blankets, Wm 11
cooke, and the chow i1s well, above average. These troops L
enter combat with a much higher moraje than we have ever 5
before, regrettably they will lack some of the gondition aga
toughness of our African trained troops. D day remains Mon {’n
June 5th. Everything ies in readiness, even with the new mlsslo
I want to come back from this one, much more than I have ever
wanted to come back before. I am not as uneasy about golng 1in
as I have begen before although it is cetain to be a hell of a
rough fight, thos of us who havebeen there before are all a'
$53

L]

bit more certain of ourselves and of our ability to handle \§
anything that develops, there are not so many unknowns this
time, 1t is the unknowns that bother the newsoldier.

Cpttesmore Friday June 2, 1944

Started the rounds talking to the S05th Hg and lst Bn at
Spanhoe at 1030 ended with the 2nd and 3rd Bns at Cottesmore at
1800. During the interim spoke to all Bns at all fields.: Most
interesting, not sure who enjoyed it most, I certainly had a
lot of fun, a4 this stage of the game they are tops to talk to .
, Flnally evoked some spontanecus cheerg after twenty years of
~ walting. Their morale could hardly be improved upon. With Gods
| help they will do their job well and return. Last night had a

conference with all Bns COs and Regt COs. Final conference.,
| Gave the Regt COs the date of D day, still June 5th, Afterwards
- attended a tralning exercise 1ln reokganization and a S¥in=
| Back to Cottesmore by 0115. Mr Walton of Time and Life and
~ 5gl. Bucknell of Stars and Stripes joined yesterday, Lt.Col.
~ Bolland recentley assigned to the Diyision joined the Task .—

e Force staff yesterday in order to g
d. It 1s a shame the num
rior offioers, This eho
by at 1000-and - to-entlmr 38 a
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