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. THE OPERATIONS OF THE 2ND BATTALION, '
504TH PARACHUTE INFANTEY (B2ND A/B DIV) IR TER GERMAK
COUHTER-QFFEHSIVE, 18 DECHMBER 1944 = 19 IAEUAHY 1945
( ARDENNES CAMPAIGN)
{Peraonal Experience of a Battalion 5-5}

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covgré the operations of the 2nd Battalinn;_
504th Parachute Infantry, Szné A/B Division, in the Ardenﬁts Cam-
paign, from the time this battslion wes in iis rest ares ét Camp
Sissone, France 17-18 December 1944 until the 82nd 4/B Division was
relieved and put inte Corps reserve 10 January-1945,

Before discussing the subject of my monograph, 1t would be
well to briefly outline the events which took place prior %e and em
the 17th of Decembsr 1944. | |

On 21 October 1944 the First U. S. Ammy, part of the 12th U,8s
Army Corps, had beén given the mission of attacking %o the East,
reach the Rhine Rfver iﬁ thé(vicinity of Cclogne and Bonn, and to
secure .a bridgehead scross that river if the situation pe;mitta&.
During the attack which followed, the Germans resisted stubboralys
The Pirst U. 8. Army was also confronted by the additional obstacle
of the Roer River, whose crossing ﬁas doﬁiad becsuse of the fact
that the Roer Dams, being in German hands, presented a serious
threat to our forces and had.to be captured foremost. Aéeerdingly,
new Letters of Instructions were issued on the 6th of December to
V¥ Corps and VII Corps, part of the Pirst U, S. Army, which directed
V Corps to seize the Roer Dems while VII Corps was to advance and:
2¢ize the west basnk of:the'rivar'aﬁd prespare %o cross the riisr on
orders. .By the 15th of December 1944, VII Corps had reached the
west bank of the Roer River in the vieinity of Duren, (1)

‘Meenwhiles, during the early part of December, First U. S. Ammy

(1) a-1, p. 67, p. 88, p. 91.
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Intelligence had been very much concerned witﬁ the build-up of -
anemy inrantrj and armor in the Cologne, Trier and Dusseldorf ares, .
In a section of the G~2 "Summary of the Situetion® a notatien was - ’
wae made that "the strategy of Von Rundstedt was to let h;a situa-
tion deteriorate in both th§ Upper Rhine and South Moselle secters,
while consarving reserves in thurnusscldorf and'ealegne'aroa“. ‘of

the four enemy cepsbilities @aduecd‘by G-2 Firast$ T. 8. Army, the

one ebnenrniﬁg an snemy counterattack was considered most likely

to oceur., ({2} | | |

On the morning of 16.Docsmbcr 1944, the enemy siruck with the
greatest counter-offensive against the Allied forces sinco.ﬂﬂrmandy.-

The broad plaﬁ of the ensmy was as follows: (1} %o thruss.
towards the Meuse River and on to Brussels sand Aniworp with the
Sixth 38 Panzer Armyj {2) to drive towards gamnr with the Fifth-Pané' ;
- z8r Army. A diversidnary attack was to be made by the $avonth Ger-
man Army with Luxembourg as its objective. The araé of the attaek
was ® siity mile front beiween Eifel and the Ardennes. (3)

In conjunction-with this German counterattack, =a spocial.cp-;
erétion known as "Grief" was to bé undertaken by a épeeial force
using American uniforms, weepons, and squipment. = This operation
_was to commence once the high ground west and southeést of St. Vith
had been ﬁakbn. (4]

_Loﬁg range reconnaissance units, known as the "Einheit.Stielan“,
consisting of thirty jeep loads of Germans dressed in American ua-
iforms, were to infiltrate American lines at various points and jein
| up with tenks at the Meuse River crossings. Eight hundred German
parachutlsts were to be also drcﬁpod in the vicinity ef the Eupen-
Monschau area in Support of these opefations. {5)

{2} a~1, p. 101-102; (3} aA-1l, p. 103-104; (4) A-1, p, 104; (5} a-1,
pt_ 104.'; ' ’ .
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- On the 17th of Decembsr the situation along the First U. 8.
Army front was becoming critical. The main countarattack qps_being
directed sgainst the VIIi Corps front, and slready ssveral psne-
tratlons had been made, Tmo regiments-of the new 106th U. 8. Tn~
. fantry Division, the 422nd and 423rd Infantiy Régiments, were be~
lia#ed'to be maintaining positions along the Schnee Eifel, although
cémmunications with them had besn severed. 4t 1015 hours 17 Decem~
ber, those two regiments had been complesiely cut off. ' By nlghifall
the situation in the 28%h U. 8. Iofantry Divisibn sector wasa also
very eritical in the vieinity of Clerf and Pintch, The 7th U. 8.
Armored Division was attached to VIII Corps and closed in en assem~
bly ‘area west of St. Vith to meet the German thrust. (8) |

As the scene shifts to Cemp Sissone, Frapco'oa tho 17th of
Decembsr, we find the 2nd Battalion 504th Parachute Infantry engaged ff
in a state of reorgenization and training for future airborne op-
erations, The battalion head returned 1css'than.a month ago from the
Hollend opsrations where it had spent fifty-seven eontinucus days
in the front lines. The bettalion had recently scquired 2 new and L
inoxperiencod-battalion‘s-a, who had formerly besn company commandsr
of D Compeny. The training during the stey at Cemp Sissone consist- .
od mainly of small unit_traiﬁing to inelude night compass problens,
renge firing and road marches. Regimental and division reviews,
intermingled with three day passesrto Paris filled out our prograum.
Christmas was Just oight dsys away and everyone had visione of =
| pescerful Ghrist&as holiday accompenied by that very appetlziag tu;—”
key dinner which dces not coms too often in the Army, (7)

On Sunday uveﬁing about 2130 hours 17 Dqélmb.r, word was passed
. through the officers' guarters that co;unol ﬁlubcn H. Tuckor, the

regimental commander, had besn summoned to Division Hesdquarters

(8) &~1, p. 105-106; (7) Peraonal experience, self.
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for an important meeting. Some of the officers who had been lis-
tening to the radio duriﬁg the course of the evening stated that

tho radfo snnouncer had_montionod.a series of German attacks in the
Ardennes sector and possibly that was the reason for ths meeting.
Many of the officers discredited that sssumption and praparéd for
bed. Hoﬁovar, word traveled arcund_again that Colonsl Tucker had
called 3 battaelion commandarst meefing. The three battalion's-ﬁts,
‘who were living in the same room, decided that somothing aventful
must be taking place andleach battalion 3~-3 decided toc repert io hiﬁ ‘
respective battalion headgusasrters and aWait.his battalion commsasnder
for the release of scme informstion. (8) |

Lieutenant Colonel Edwaerd Jellems, commanding officer of the
an‘Bn 504th Parachuté Infantry arrived at battelion headquarters
aﬁout 2230 hours. He immédiately instructed the adjutant, 1lst Lt..:
Chester Garrison, fo phone the company commanders for an immedlate
mesting. He then gave the.séﬁ an overlay and soﬁe French road maps..
The overlay was very.scanty, merely showing the proposed route of
march $0 a general area in the vicinify of Bastogne. (9)

The Company commanders soon arrived. -They were Capt. Robort;
Celler of Hq & Hq Co., Capt. Adem A. Komosa of D Co., 1st Lt. Willfem
Sweet of F Co., and lst Lt. John Thompson, executive officer of E Co.
Capt., Felix Simon and lst Lt. Ross I. Donnelly, the battalioﬁ surgeocn
and.supply officer respectively, were also present, Capt. Herbert
H. Norman, commanding officer of E Co., was on pass in Paris as werse
also lst Lt. Remsey, the 81 mm mortar platoon leader, and othsr key
officers and non-commissioned officers. The battalion commender ime’
mediately acqualnted us with the situation. Extraeis of this meeting
were as followa: | |

"The CGermans have masde a breakthrough in the Ardennes sector,

{8) Personal knowledge, self; (9) Personsal knowledge, self.
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near Bastogne. Some American units have already besn overrun, par-. ';
ticularly the 106th U, 8. Infentry Division, We move out tomorrow.
at 0800 hours in 10 %on sum;~trailara. Lt. Donnelly will issue E
rations and ammunition.tonight to the companies. One machine gun,
kalf loaded, will be manned on the cab of each iruck in cﬁst of ene~
my air attacks. Lt. Brown, from D Company, will be in charge of the
battalion rear echelon., Each company will leave at least two men '
behind for the rear schelon. Kitchon.persann.l will alse ﬁe left
behind initlally. All weapons that ere in ordnahco will be returned
to us before we 1eave,"' (10} |

Upen the completion of $his mgeting, the company. commanders re- -
turned to their respective orderly rooms and started immediate pre-
parations for the move the next morning. Equipmantrbeihg left be-
hind wes packed and stored. X rations and ammunition were distri;
buted to the men. All sections of the battalion stsff packed and
stored material not vital for the move. (11) | |

About 0100 hours 18 Doccmbar, replacements came to the- battalian
direct from Englend. These replacements included men without eom-
bat experience plus former members of the unii who had been wounded

" during the Holland operations. Tt wes not until 0230 hours 18 De-

cember that everyone finally went to bed for a few hours sleep, tired -

and somewhat concerned es to how serious the German counterattack
was. (12]. | _
GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES -

Befors going any further it is best that I describe the tcrrain-:f
with which this battalion was confronted during its course of opora-'-
~tions in the Ardennes Mountains.

The Ardennes 1s a high plateau, varying from two huandred fo

"three hundred meters in height, along‘whosi erest are Several iso-

(10) Psrscpal knowledge, self; (11) Personal knowledge, self; (12)
S 7. ' '

Personal knowledge, self.




lated domes of gr.atc: altitude, Aligned from southwest to north-
east the platoaﬁ constitutcs-the oldest sufracc in Belgium, with
stresms flowing in wido open valioys having very 1ittle slope. The
elimate is rairlf_rigorous. The groa?,st amount of snow félla in the
. Ardennes where depths of twenty-seven inehos-ha#o been recorded. (13)

The Ardennes sireich along the south of Namur ahd attain their
culninating peoint southsast of Liagé at Stav-lof, where the height
. excesds 3;000 feet. Nearly ocne-fifth of Belgium is covered with for-

| est, the grester amount or1which is located 1in the provinces of Hamur
and Luxembourg. (14)

Gnnerally spoaking, the Ardonnoa Mountains formed a rugged,
brckon, torrain, characterized by deep ravines, narrow valleys,and
steep hills with numerous intorvoning streams and cross compertmenis.
Consequently, the Ardunnos.arrdrd.d the Allles an excellent cppor-
tunity to canslize enemy armored attaéks by,usc'of cross compartment:
ddranses, slow his attack down and finally'ojict him from the Arden-
nes salient. (15) ' )

K

‘MARCH TO WERBGHONT *

A% 0830 hours 18 December, the battalion was assembled and lqad—.
e¢d into the huge semi-trailers. Apprathatolf sixty men with all
thtir perscnal equipment plus crew~served Weapons were loaded into
each tinck. The 2nd Bn followed the 13t Bn serial with a five minute
1ntefval. Thi battalion comnander and the S-3 led the batialien
serial: in a jeep . The route to be followed was from Sisaone, thrlta—-J
ville, Sedan, Recognhe, SPrimani, and Bas?ogno -~ 8 distance of one
hundred end fifty miles. (16) | |

About 1900 hours the 2nd Bn motor serial ceme to a halt in the
vicinity of Sprimont. ‘The road ahead was crowded with vchicies, al-
(12) A~5, p. 351; (14) 4~8, p. 457 (15) A~4, p. 9; Porsonal Enow-
ledge, self; (16) Personal knowledgu, self.
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most bumper to bumperg ¥e discovered thaet we were behind Division
Artillery; somehow or other the artillery serial had managed to in-
éert itsslr.between the 1st Bn and the 2nd Bn. After wWaiting in the
cold night for almost_two houré iﬁ opén vohiélcs, we finally moved |
on again, .However, we diséoverod ﬁhat instead of turninmg south to- .
wards Bastogne we were now headed towarda Werbomont. The reason for
this last minute change was that Lisut. General Hodgses, Commanding
Genaral of the First U. 8. Army, to whom the S2nd A/B Division was
now attached, had ordered Major General Gavin of the 82nd A/B Divi~
sion to take his division pot to Bastogne but to Werbomont. The
town of Werbomont contained an important'ra&a.ndt t0 the Horth, South,
. Bast and West and the retention of this town would prevent the Srnemy
from reaching Liggo, which &t that very moment the Germgns-éicmod
intent upon doing, having no opposition before them %0 prevent their
advance, "Liege by Christmas:“ wés the slogan of the enamy,raccord~
ing to German prisoners of war whom we captured 1atef on. .(17)
| JERBAMONT |

Lt. Gol. Wellems checked in at the Division C.P. and then re~
ported to‘the regimental C.P. He had gone on shead and had left the
battalion in_charge of the S-3, waiting at the release point behind
another tle-up of vehicles. The Bq 8-3 brought the battalion forward
several minutes later and hslted the serial at a roaed intersection
where other units had been dismounting. It wes now 2300 hours. Lt.
Fust, the battalion S-28, who héd preceded the battalion to Werbomont
earlier that day, met us ai the dismount point alohg with cnmpany
gquides, The battalion was given a sector tc defend on the highk
ground about one-half mile northsast of the $own. The battalion | )
Command Post was located in e small wooden shack n;xt to an S§2333L°'

pig pen end outhouse. By the time the companies were in position,

(17) A-2, Bection II, p. 1, and personal knowledge, self,
| o .




it was long after midnight, (18)

On the following morning, 19 December, the battaelion cdmmandor
had a patrol from E Co. dispatched with instruections to contact A~ |
nmerican troops located somewhere to our front. Five hours later,
the patrol returned and 2nd Lt. Simpson, the patrol leader, report-
ed that he had cpﬁtaeted a battalion of the 119th Infantry chimdnt,
30th U, 8. Infantry Division some three miles to the east of Werbo~
mont. The batﬁalion'commanaer of thet unit hed been overjoyed to
learn that the 82nd A/B Difision had now come up 1lnto the lines. He
ateted that the 106th Infantry Division and the 7th Armored Divisien
were having a'dirticult task in warding off r?oquont German counter-
attecks, The ropqrt from this patrol was\immediatoly rorﬁardod to
regiment. That afterncon Capt. Hormén, Lt. BRemsey, and the othir
membars of thq battalion who had been on pass in Paris, reported fo
the battalion. On $hat dsy also, German ammor cub the road between
Werbcmont and Bastogne in t%e vicinity of Houffalize, just after ihe
tail of the Division Armor column had cleared that town. (19}

RAHIER *

Immedistely after dark on 19 Deccmbor the regiment received or-
ders to attack cést of Werbomont and seizs the town of Rahier, - The
regiment moved off in a column of battalions; each batialion in a
column of companies and sach company in a column of iwe's. The 2nd
Bn was the advence guard. The order of march for the battalion wes
F Go., E €., D Co., and Headquartera Co. ¥ and E Gompanies each had
a‘light machine gu&f?%ggchud from Hesdquerters Company. Tho_and Bn
was ordered to attack, geize and hold the town of Rahier. (20)

The battalion moved out on foot at 1900 hours 19 Desember.’ Ex~
cept for a iong six hour irek over zome itry hilly terrain, the marech
(18) Personal knowledge, self; (19) A-2, Section II, p. 2, and per-

sonal knowledge self; (20) A-2, Section II, p. 2 and personal knewl-
edge, self, '
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was uneventful, There w@ro no ondmy in Rehier. The bettalion im~
mediately prepared defensive positions to hold the town.

A psrrmcter defense was established with the companles disposed
on the outskiris of town from right to left as rollowgz ¥ Co., B 0@;,

and D Co. The battelion C.P, waes set-up in Sown and the 81 mm mor-
tars were located on the west edge of the town. 4 platoon or-ﬂam;
pany G, 307th Bngineer Combat Bn, was atiached to us dufing this.
movement, Later on, this platoon undof L%. Womack was given a sec-
tor to defend on the lefi of D Go, The Bn 8-3 obtained exira hand
grenades when requesied Ey Lt, ¥omack, but waa unable (o get him
any automatic weapons. (21} ’

 After we had arrived in Rehier, we questioned civiliens about
the location of inomj troops. The civiliens reported that many ene-
my vehiclesz, about one hnnﬂred and twenty-five in number, 1nplndiﬁg'i
thirty tanks, had moved through the town that afterncon (19 December)
on the way %o Cheneux, located on the very high greund about two
miles to the northeast of Rshier. (22) |

This Ilnformation was passed on to General Gavin by Cologpel
Tucker when the former visited the unit later that morning. General
Gavin then ordered Colonel Tucksr to seize Cheneux and thp'n.arby
‘bridge whieh crossed thc-L'xmbluvo REiver. The resson for this arﬂnr
was thet the heavy German armor was unsble {0 cross the orsek ob-
siaeln st Habl&mont after enginsers had blown up the bridge, The
snemy, thersfore, intended %o use the msin road through Staﬁmontr
and La Gloizo. (23) |
Theresfore, a patrol from D Gcmpany led by Sgt. Venable made 1ta

wﬁy towards Cheneux. On the ridge about one~half mile west of ihe

town, they fired on a German motoreyclist accompenied by a small

(21) Per=zonal knowledge, self; (22) A-2, Seetion I¥, p. 2 and per-
sonal knowledge, self; (23) A-2, Sectlon II, p. 2. '
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patrol,. Sgt. Venable was woundsd in the hip during the brief ex-
change of shots that followed. (24) |

That afternoon about 1300 héurs, 20 December, ihe 1st Bn bagan
1ts march tc seize the town of Cheneux and the nearby bridge. As
the battalion, minus A Cdmpany,.was-loaving the uut#kirts of Rehier,

a dark column from the vicinitylér Ghoﬁnux suddenly appeared moiing | f
towards them. The lst Bn aﬁgagoﬁ the enemy faree which later turned |
out to be a reinforced battalion of the lst 88 ?anztr Division. 4l1l
during that dsy and night_and through the morning of the 2l1st, the

lst Bn fought an enemy superior in numbers and in oduipment but'finu
ally manageé to seize its objectives. Approximaﬁely one~third of

that battalion had become éasualtias and ‘at lbgst one-sixth of the
ceasualties had been killed. It was a costly victory. The lst Bn

later received tha.Presidential Citation for this actien. {asl'l

Meanwhile, the 2nd Bn maintainnﬂ‘ita defenses arcund Rshier.
Nothing unusaal hépponod except for one incident, Two jeeps éar:y— _
ing five "Amnericans® stopped at the regimental €C.P. and engaged in '3
a conversstion with the regimental S-2. Thexe men soon left for
Chensux where it wes latarrkeportod that,these "Americana" beceme ex-
cited and fled when one man from the lst Bnageeidcntélly pocinted a
quodka at them. One was wounded, but eacaped. These "Americans®
weré actually Germeans and no doubt part of the onsﬁy reconnaissance
unit known as the "Einhert Stielanm. {26)

CHENEUX *

On the.afternoon.of 22 December, the 2nd Bo was ordered to re-
lisve the 1st Bn at Cheneux. On asrriving in that town, we saw evi-
dence of the bltter fight which had taken place. Germen dead end
squipment laid strewn on the main road and adjacent fields., A dis~
{24) A;a, SQctioh 1X, D é snd Statement by Sgt. Venable, June 1945; -.
{258} 4-2, Sectiion II, p. 3; Statement by Li. Cclonel Berry, Execu-

tive Officer 1st Bn 504th Prehd Inf; Personal knowledge, self; (28)
.A."'s - . R
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abled self-propelled gun snd tank were on the road. Some of the

eneowmy dead iqre ¢lad in American olive-drab shiris and wool-knit
sweaters beneath their uniforms. The batialion took over the de-
‘fenses of the town and bridge and weited for events to happen.
Sounda_ofﬁﬁrisk fighting on our left flank could bs heard, inter-
mingled with tsnk gun rirQ. It was the 119th Infentry attaeking'thc.'
Germans in La Gleize with assistance from the 740th Tank Bn, (27)

Late that night enemy planes were overhead and we thoughi that
parachutiéts wers being dropped. It was later repbrted that the
Germana wer? trying 10 resupply their troops in the vlcihity of La
Gleize, but most of the resupply bundles fell into imerican hands,
(28) |

LIERNEUX *

On the morning-of the 23rd of December, the 2nd Bn waa sudden-
ly ordered to move out. The destination turnsd out to.ba the town
drlLiérneux, wheré Wwe were sttached to the 325th Glider Infantry
'Regimont commerided by Colonel Billingslea. The batfaliqn was placed . -
in Division reserve on the high ground some riverthousand yvards
southwest of Lierneux. Tb§ 325th Glider Infantry C.P. was located
1ﬁ the.tcwn'of Verleumont'on the high ground southesast of'Li-rncux.
This mov& was part of the division plan to hold tho Liserneux ridge -
since it deminated the road nets at Regne, Fraiture and Hebronval.
The battaiion of the 225th Glider Regiment, which was.originally in
reserve, had been returnsd to its mother unit when Division orders
had required the regiment to further extend 1its right flaﬁk to in-
clude Regne and Fraiturs. This extension was necessitaisd by the

failure of the third Armored Division on the right flank to maintain

(27) Personal knowledge, self; (28) A~3, and personal knowledge, self. -
* 8ee Msp C ' |
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physicél contact with the 82nd A/B Divisian.- Tt wag imperative
for the airborne units, in keeping with orders from XVIII A/B Corps,
that contact be madg and meintained with American units in the ?1et- ;f
salm-St, Vith area and pfovide an exlt for their exirication. The |
forcea in the Vie;éahm-st. Vith arsa were the 7th Armored Division,
_ the 106th U, S. Infantry Division (minus 428nd and 423rd Infantry
Regiments), the 112th Regiment of the 28th U. S. Infantry Division,
and some Corps artillery units. (29) | |

Tho 2nd Bn 504th Parachute Infantry immedlately ﬁrepartﬁ and
ocwupibd.dofensiva positions astride the Begné-L;ernoux road. The
battalion C.P. and aid stations were located in two adjacent houses
about‘eight hundred yards to the rsar.l Shortly afterwards, the hat-
talion commander end his S-3 went to the C.P. of th@ 325th Glidsr
Regiment for instructions, While there we heard reports over the
radio steting that 7th srmored Division tanks were still coming -
through the road blocks. (30)

That aftérnonn, 23 Deoember, the enemy attackhd and eaptﬁrud
the town of Regne, The Division commandsr immedimtely ordered the

recapture of that town, which was accomplished by th-_saﬁth'elidér

Regiment with the aid of supparting srmor. During the recapture of
Regne, the righmental adjutant of the 2nd S8 Panzer Division was napasﬁ
tured with ordere for the advance of the following daﬁ. These orders
weare quiekly‘reiaytd to higher hiédquart-ra. That seme afternoon,
the imporiesnt crossroads at Fréifuro.iczo taken by the enemy. (31}
* Just before dusk that aftermoon, the 2nd Bn 504th Parachute In-
fantry wes ordered to retake the crossroads at Fraiture., 4n arf"
tillery laiéan officer from the 320th Glider FPield Artillery Batta;-
ion ceme down %¢ the C.P. but could not promnise us any artillery
support, sxcepi possibly from corps artillory, At thls time qll

(29) A-2, Section II, p. 3; (30)Psrsonal knowledge, self; (31) A~2,
Section II, p, 56, : i ’
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o T L Al e R . At Sl et o B A L N R A S

Division Artillery was busily engaged along the 25,000 yeard secfof |
which was then being held by the Division, Thus, without artillery

support and without armor, the battalion moved ocut at 1930 hours

0 recapture a terrain being held by an enemy superior in numbers
and fire power. The only prior reconnaissance made was from & map.

The outlook Was very black indesd, and the batislion commander had

e T K

accordingly designated his sucesssion of command before we moved

cut. The march was made in silence. We had now turned off the main |

R Ty

road and were now approaching the town of Fraiture itself. The bat-

taliorn commender went into the town ahead of the battalion to obtainm - ;

as much informaetion as he could from the unit of the 325th Glider ..
Infantry bholding Fraiture. Suddenly Major Colville, the excea%iﬂ#w"'
officer, received & radio message steting that the attack had been |
called off, Tha Battélion S=3 suggesth thét this messags he aﬁth-
- ‘enticated hofcrs adopting any action whatscever. This was done,
The message was from the battalion commander snnouncing that fho at- .ﬂ
tack had dqfinitely‘been'caneelled; The antiro‘battalion d1d en
about-face and rsturned to‘Lierneux_much happier. (32) ) :
Late that'night,'the.first of & series of long range patrols
were sent to Malempre®, four milss to oﬁr‘right,,to keep the battal-
ion informed of sany possible enemy eﬁvelépmant 6n th at rignk. (55)' 
" The following day, 24 December, the 3rd Bn 504 Parachute Infan-
try Regziment, minus ¢ Company, was placed in position on our right
in the vicinity of the woods Bois Houby and Bois do_Groum0nt. GeTe

mans_éttempting to infiltirate that seetor were driven off afier some

R T N R

bitter fighting, (34) ) -
Léto in the afternoon of 24 December, the 2nd was informed that'i}

the 820d A/B Division had been ordered o withdrew to a new and

ghorter defensive position elght miles %o the Tear., Eaoh unlt was

(32) Personal experience, self; (33) Personal knowledge, self; {5&}
A-2, Section IIT, p. 3 and personal knowledge, self.
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ordered ﬁc leave a cbvcring force ejuivalent to ons third tho'sizq
of the unit. 'This'qaiaring force would remain in phsition antil
ﬁéGQ'Hoprs'25 December and would then return by track to the n-ﬁ
defense positions. ‘Aceo:dingly, one plstoon from each rifle éam-
pany was left behind with Lt. Fust, Battalion 8-8, designsted as
covering force commender for our battalion. (35)
Just after dusk, 24 December, the battalion minus the covering
force started its withdrawal. The battalion S-3 and sxecutive of-
‘ficor were noit informed of tholloeation‘of the new deronss,posiiiqna
nor were they informed of the route 1o be followed o0 the rear. '
Christmas Eve wes a very cold, bright moonlight night. Along the
routs, we saw evidence of prepared demolitions and roed obsiacles -
oxqeutod by eur. engineers, .Fur the most pars, the withdrawal Qan
aceonplished without any difficulty, except in the secior to the
north where the 505th and 508%h parachute rcgimgnts were constant-
iy being harassed by a very persistent foe. (36] - .
| BEA * | .
At 0030 hours 25 December, the battelion arrivoa in the #iciﬂ- é
ity of Bra. The company commanders were then given definite in- |
structions for the defense of the battalion sector and impediately
made their gfound reconnaissance and placed their trcops in position, j
The positions cccupied by the battalion were aé.rollewss ¥ Company
on.tho right, contscting the 3rd Bn of our regiment; E Company in
the center along the high wooded ground; and D Qompany minus. the 1st
Piatcoﬁlen tho\left in the vicinity of Bergifaz, contacting the 3rd
Bn 508th Parachute Infantry, The 81 mm mortars were seti-up on the
reverse slope of the hill behind E Company. The battalion C.P. was
set-up in 8 hoﬁse about four hundred yards in rear of F Gompany and
the battalion aid station was located about one mile in the rear of

(385) A-2, SectionIII, p. 8 and- perscnal knowledge, self; (36) A~2,
Section II, p. 8 and perszonel knowledge, sslf, .
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the MIR in the vieinity of Trou de Bra. . (37)

About 1000 hours 25 Decemhber, the regimental commander visit~
ed the battalion.C.P. on hie tour of inspection. The batialion '
commander waa.out at that time checking for battaiicu defensive
sjstcm. Be azked for, and waa shown the dispoesition of the battal~
ion defensive sjstcm. However, he noticed the village of Floret
about one thousand yards to our front and astriﬂc'the Bergifaz-Lier-
neux road and inquired as to what the battalion had done to cutpest
that town. When the battalion 3-3 replied that nothing had been done
as yet, Colonel Tucker instructod-him to tell Lt. Colonel Wellems
to outpost thet town immediately. (38)

Not long after Colomel Tocker had departed, Lt. Colonel Wellems
returned to the C.P. and the ragtmentai commander's order Was trana;
mnitted to him. The battalioﬁ commander then phoned D Company and o
told Captaln Komosa to send the reserve platoon tﬁ outpost Floret.
An additional SCR 300 was given to this outpost from Headquariters
Company. (39) ' _ V

At 1500 hours 25 December, the lst Platoon of D Ccmﬁany, under
the caﬁnand-of 2nd Li. Herry W. Rollins, moved ocut to Floret. By
dark, the platoon had erected two roed blocks and had estsblished
Wire communication to the road blocks and to the company C.P. En=
gineers assisted in laying anti-tank mines at the main road bloek
across the Liarneux—Borgifaz'road. This iatter road block, desig-
nated as #1, was-contrélled_by Sergeant Dunnagan and his squad. The
other road block, designated 72, wWas controlled by Corporal Larison
and his squad. The platoon C.P. was set-up in fho town itself and
the 60 mm mortar squad was sei-up about fwo hun&rod yards auay,.(éﬁ)

At 0150 hours 26 Decsmher, road block #1 was hit by an enemy . -
patrol which was driven off with cesualties to the patrol. A4t 0330

(57}-Personal knowledge, self; (38) Personsl knowledge, self; (39) e
Personsl knowledge, self; (40} Statement, Lt. Rellins, March 1947, ]
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hours, rosd block #£ wés agaln hit by a larger enamy forceromploy-
ing grenadeé and small érms fire. This enemy force was aléo d;ivon_
off. At 0730 hours, enemy artillery fire was dropped 1ntq the area
betwean road block ﬁi.and‘the piétoon C.P. Lt. Rollines acecompanied
by his runper, Pfc. Jest, and two communication men, T/5 Coffin and
Pvt Krantz, declided . to v151t Sgt. Dunnagan and also repalr the
broksn tel aphone 1ine. -While out in that open field, a mortar round
lended near the group, killing Pvt. Krantz and wounding T/5 Coffin.
Lt. Rollins ordered Pfc. West to return to the company C.Pe. for lit- }
ters and litter bearers and then applied first aid to 1/5 Coffin.
Not long afterwards, th§¢casua1ties ﬁefa removed and Li. Rollins re-
turned to the C.P. {41) ’ |

At 1130 hours, Lt. Rollins raceived a eall from Sgt. Dunnagan |
who stated that his squad was now being attacked by a strong enemy
force employiﬁg grenades, rifls and sutomatic fire, and‘that his po-
- 8ltion wes becoming un#enabld. The platoon leader arderéd Sgte. Dun- .
nagan to withdraw about iwelve hundred yards and set-up another rosad -
block with the view of proteciing the withdrawal of the remaindsr of
the platoon later on. (42)

A% 1430 hours, Lt. Rollins wass called back to the company C.Ps
to give ﬁhe company commander informaticn on hia niu disposiiions,.
Lt. Rollins returned to Floret an hour later and decided to visit
Corporal Lanson's road block, Before'hn ioft the C.P. he ordered
the platoon sergeant to be prepared to withdraw to Sergeant Duane-~
gan's new road block,. On the way up, he met an excited man running
towards him stating that road block #2 had been hit hard by an enemy
force, On arriving at the positions that were to have been oceupied .
by Corporal Lerison's squad, he found the poSitions ﬁnoceupied. Lt;'

(41) Statement, Lt. Rollins, March 1947; (42) Statement, Lt. Rollins,
March 1947,
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Rollins thanlinformed the battalion C.P. on the 8GR 300 of thes | ]
situation and was orderéd 4o withdraw and be sure that the radio ”
did not fall into the hands of the enemy. -Bj this time enemy small
arma tracer fire was covering the main road through the town, so Lt. ]
Rollins fired two rougds from his .45 calibre pistol into th§ SCR
300, putting it out of actien, He and his runner made their way to
the outskirts of Floret, passing by the 60 mm mortar position and
noting that 1t had been knécked over as though someone itried to dis-~
aﬁle'it in a hurry. .suddenly, as they turﬁod around the corner of
& buiiéing, théy‘sﬁied twelve Germans sgainst the 3;de of the build-
ing. Lt. Rollins guickly fired and emptied his pistcl clip. He them
ran, trjing to reload his weapon, However, he did not get very‘rar,
beceuse a sudden, loud axplqsiom stunned him and knocked him %o the
ground, wounding him slightly in the arm; and legs. Seeconds létor

" he fourd himself surrounded by Germens and was taken prisoner. (43)

The remainder of the battalion in the rear was feeling the ef-

fects of enemy artillery fire whiles the cutpost at Floret was ab- -
sorbing the initiél shogk'of the ensmy attack on th; 26th of Decem~
ber. On that morning, the battalion commander very wiasely ordered f
the executive officer and adjutan{_td set-up another C.P. in a wood~-
ed draw about eight hundred yards in the rear and approximate center
of the MLR. The present C.P. was 100 exposed to ensmy'cbs-rvatian‘
from the high ground one thousand yards to our froant, Aeea:ﬁingly,
most of the C.P. gruup,'iﬁcluding the runners and mosaago'eontor,
dupaftod. The batielion commander, his $-3, 8-2, radio operator, and
the Tield artillery liaison psrty remained in the present C.P. Late
that afternoon b Company roport;d that wire communication to its

autpost was out. Shortly after that, a clouded rsdio message from.

{43) Statement, Li. Rollins, March 1947,
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Lt. Reilinst pPlatoon stated that the Germans were making.an all oﬁt
attack aéainst their positions. Instruetibns were issued 10 withe
drew and destroy the SCR 300 1t nécessarg to prevent iis capture by
the enemy. (44) | | ‘ ' '

The battalion wes soon engaged in a bitter fight all elong 1t#
sector, A4ll comﬁanies reported that they were engaging the enemy who
was atfempting t0 cross the cfcek obstacle in front of-onr pﬁaitions; ]
4% about Qusk, the enemy attack waned and stopped. Gasnaitica were
recelived maiﬁly in.the sector defended by E and ¥ Companies, iatg
that nigh%,.stragglurq from the ouitpost in Floret drified thraugh B
and F‘campanics. On checking with D Company, 1t was discovered ihat 7{
Lt. Rollins and fourteen other men were still mwnaccounted for. (45) ;

The following day an énumy flack wagon waa destreyed an,tﬁt reaﬁ ‘
‘between Floret and Bergifaz by members ?f E Companye Occassional
artillery and mortar fire fell on our paaitions,;yartieulagly in the
E Company secior. Several casualties wers caused by tree burstas. {46) -
| on the moraning of 28 December, the regimental commander made &n7:
other inspection taur_and peid us e visit, Afier he left, the baital-
ion 8-3 ate his Ghristmas dinner which consisted of a small plece of
cold turkny, Eupplsmonted with crackers and Jelly cbiained from ihe
artillary liaison party, who always scsmod to be well roa. About
half an hour later, we noticed shells being dropped about iwo hundrod :E
yards from the C.P. Seconds later, the rounds came much closer,
shcwcring dirt against the window panes. The béttalion coamander
imﬁoﬁiatcly.ﬁrdered everyone to move down to the cellar. Down in the
cellar, we huddled, listening to the shells shetiering the windew |
1panls and shedes. Suddenly, a terrific noise was heard and a gaping. rf
hole in the cellar wall bscamé visible. Some of the men were shower- 4
.aa with debris. .Thc battalion commander immnﬂiately ordered fhe

(44) (45) Personal knowledge, self; {48) APE. Section III, p. 4 and
porsonal knowledge, self,
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artillery liaison officer to geit some artillery fire on the enemy
weapon which appeared to be a solf-propilled gun, Orders were then
issued to evacuete to the new €.P. located in the wdodod draw. The

 battalion eommander later told the S-3 that the gaping hole in the

cellar wall had been csused by & dud from at least & 105 mm gun.
The dud had rolled underneath the cellar stairway a few feet from
where we had been gathered. (47)

The next few days were spent in relative peace, except for the

oe¢as§ional enemy artillery and mortar fire on the company positions
and in the draw occupled By the battalion C.P. group. The only
bright foatu%e of the battelion 3-3's stay at Bra wes an invitation |
to dine wifh-Captain Kemosa, D company commander, whose €.P. was tho 1
-only one in the battalion that waé_locatod in a house; a C.P. that
contalned desireable livestock %0 supplement the dalily K ration
| Which we had héen eating since the operation started. Tt was during‘
fhis period alsc that Li. Fust, our Bn 3-2, was ﬁsaign.d tb regimentd
ag assistant regimentsl S-3. Consequently, in addition tc¢ his other
" duties, the Bn 8-3 became Bn S-2 also. (48)

On the night of NWew Yaarts Day, 1 January 1945, while the bat-
talion ccﬁmander, his executive officer, and his 843 were gathered
in the C.P. dugbut, an enemy rocket barrage struck the C.P. area,

A combingtion white and red flash was visible as the blackout cur-
téin was blown aside. Suddenly Lt. Garrison, -the ad jutant, stag~-
gersed inito the dugout-bleeding from the mouth. L%. Colonel Wellems
immediately gavu'him a morphine ihjection. In the meantims, the
radic operator whe'was also in the dugout, complained that his hand
hed been cut and also his back had been hit by some terrific force. E
Upon investigation it was discovered that the radioc operator's baek"

(47) A~2, Section III, p. & and porsonal experience, self; (48)
Personal knowledge, solf. _
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had been hit by rock fragment and was merely brﬁisaﬂ. The battalion
S~3 assisted in the evacuation of Li. Garrison éhortly aftnruarda. ' @
(49) | | ;
| On the 2nd of Jenuery, the battalion commsander and his 8-3
. visited the 3& Bn C.P. for a meeting with some 34 Armored Division
ofricers._ It was liarned“that the Armored Division was to attack on
5'January'through our poéitions in the directlion of Floreil and Lisr-
neux. Alter giving what recommendstions he sould cencofning the en-
tﬁy dispositions and obstacles in his sector, ithe battalicn cpmman—
der and his S-3 left. Upoﬁ returning to the C.P., instructions wasTre
lssued %o all companies tb stick.to their foxholes when the attack
commenced because the enemy would sursly rsact quickly by sonding ip_'
some hesvy artillery fire. (50) _
On the 3rd of January, Lt. Colonei 7ellems went %o B Campany Ce.
P to.view the attack on Floret. The attack was launched, and true

to form, the enemy retzliated by shelling our positions. Howovér,

the 34 Armored Division was making good progress and by that after-
noon hed cleared tﬁo enemy out of Floret and the sufrounding area.
(51) -
Late that afternoon the battalion rnccivtdwnord that 1t would
be rsli#ved byﬂthe-aard Ue. 8. Infantry Division that seme night, Yo
were relieved about 2100 hours and the battslion moved out. A4gain
the battalion S=3% was not told where the unit was going, Snow had
begun to fall and the temperature dropped close to zero, The march
Sy féot was slow énd tedicus, It was after midnight when we arrived
in the_wooded'high ground in the vicinity of Derrisre le Thier, tired,
hungry end cold. This ﬁas‘our aseembly aresa and wofd was pesssd_
around thet we would be moving out early the next morning. (52}
(49) Perscnal experience, self; (50) Personal knowledgu; self; (51)

Personal knowledge, self; (52) A~-2, Section III, p. 1 and perscnal
experiencs, self,
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MONT *

The Second Battalion moved out at 0900 hours 4 January in a
column of twWo's. The 8-4 and his assistants passed out smmunition,
K rations, and heat tablets as we passed by. The battalion marched
for hours over ice-coated roads, uphill and downhill, stumbling ahd
cursing as the individual pack 5Qeamn heavier. By lete afterncon

we arrivod 1n the town of Fosso, which had been captured the. day bo-=

fore by the 50&th Parachute Infantry. The battalion commander re-. ]
ported to fhb‘rogimontal C.P, wWhich was sgﬁnuﬁ‘in that town. The
battalion edmmander received the regimental stisck order which was
10 seize the high grbnnd southeast of Fosse, ovorléoking the erosa«~
ings of the Salm River in the vicinity of Grand Ealleuxz. (53}
 After feeoiving his attack order, Li. Colonol_Whllcms issuﬁd
his orders tolhis company eommandérs who had been assembled by the
S-3, 'The battelion was to advance approximately four miles through
dense wooda, void of any good roads except & few iralls and fire-
breaks covered by waist-high SnOW. The formation for this a&vanci.
was D, F, E, and Headquariers Companies, with a platoon of %ank dos#'
troysrs attached to D Company. One IMG sesction was attached $0 both
D and F Companies. One platoon of 57 mm towed AT guns was attached ’
to the battalion. (54) | | |
The battalion commander led the way originally, attempting to
find the trail 10&&1@5 to his objective. He finally discovered one
trail and the unit,progressoé‘;or et least three hundred yards and
then stoppod.  While the battalion commander wasz checking his map
along #with his compass, a mortar round lended next %o the lead tank
destroyers, killing one.man and wounding the platoon loader of the
adVance‘party and the fleld artillery“liaison'afficer. The batia~-
{5%) Arz, Seetion III, p. 1 and personal experience, self; (54)
- Pergonal experience, self. ‘ :

* See Map D
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lion ccmmaﬁdar'then dispatched Lt. McCash of F Co., to take a pafrol

and reconnoiter another trail which he had just discovered., By this
time it had become dusk end the cold air began to penetrate our
cioﬁhing. Lt. McCash finally returned with the good news that it

was the right trail. 'The battalion,'aftor slight confusion, was

turned sround and proceeded along the trail. The trail was narrow

and traversed.w;th frequent streems. The sitached tank dcstroyors _
and S7 mm AT guns could not advance and consequently were 1ort behind,
During the next seven hours the battalion itrudged along in doep,
knee-high snow. The weather had suddonly turned very cold and the
wet, stiff web squipment stuck to one's outer garments, The batial-
ionlcommandcr mnade froquqnt but short halts to check his route of
march by compass, Thc battalion had now besn marchiﬁg for flftesn
hdurs from the time it left the assembly area that morning, but not
once did we have an opportunity to stop for any length of time tci

even eat 2 ¥ ration. (55)

At 0100 hours 5 Ianuary, the battalion arrived at what we thought
was the objsctive, It was a black, dreary, wooded area void of ev~
erything but anow and ons or two firebreaks. D Gémpany was placed ;
into position on the left flank and set-up a roadblock across the é
trail whith was the boundery betwesn the Second and Third Battelions. |
¥ Company was on the right flank, and 1% too set~up & roedblock, E ]
Company wss'put in reserve approximstely two hundred yerds from
where the battalion C.P. was established. Since 1t was still dark,
positionélfor the 81 mm mortars were not set-up. The beitalion aid
station was 1ocated'in the town of ¥osse, the only place where there
were héusos. our bed rolls d4id not come up that night and the men
did not obtain any sleep. Everycne waé completely exhausted by hun~

ger and by the sixtesn hour march in intense cold over dohp snow and

b}

(55) Perscnal sxperience, self,
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ice-glazed trails, The situation was so bad that the men could not
Ye down on the cold snow for fear of freezing to death, nor eoﬁld
they move about too long to provide body circulation becanse of their
- exhausted ¢ondltion., Firea were not possible because of the elas-'
proximity of the enemy, (565 | _ .

About 0300 hours, six mortar rounds dropped inkc the area oce-
cupled by D Company. Soon a phone call from Capt., Xomosa was Te=~
ceived requesiing several litters immadiétely.' The mortar rounds
had landed among his C.P. group. Unfortunately, no liiters were on
hand, nor were there any members of the battalion aid station present . |
either, It_cortainly.was.a sad state of affairs. Half an hour later, .
the wounded men from D.Ccmpany stopped at the batislion ¢.P. on the =
way to the rear., Captain Komosa's runner had been seriously wounded
in the head and was being carried on a makeshift litter fommed by . )
tree limbs and an overcoat. 3/8g%. Parks, the supply sergeant; SQt,
Kimbell, the communication sergesnt; T/4 Starbuek, the SCE 300 radio
pporaterj and a first-aid man had all been wounded. The battalion
S=3, 1mmodiatel? cbtained somes men from the 81 mm mortar plateon to
assist the wounded men back to the rear. (57)

As dey broke on 5 Janusry, all company poesitions were moved for- -
ward at least six hunﬂioﬁ yards when 1t was discovered that the 34
Bn on our left was unable to'make'cdntﬁct with us because we werse too
far behind, That same ﬁcrning approximately sixty-Tive men from the |
battalion hed fo be sont.te the Tear because of trench foot. Later
st111, Lt. Colonel Willisms, the regimental executive officer,
visited the'battalion C.P, 8nd wanted to know why the Bl mm.mdrtars
had not been set-up 1n pogition. He stafed that German troops, con~- .
sisting mainly of horse drawn artillerﬁ, were reporied %0 be leaving

the town of Mont, some two thousend yards away., Lt. Colonel Hilliams'f

(58} (57) Personal experience, sslf.
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wanted something done about that situation immediately. According~
ly, the 81 mm morisrs wor& set-up approximately thirty yards from
the battalion C.P., and began firing as soon as their observers were
in position near D cdmpény*s observation pest. After sﬁvcral'min-
utes of firing and when no further lucrative iargetz had appeared,
tﬁo mortars were dispiaeed forward. Nnth;ng exciting happened the
remainder of thet day. {58) '
The next thxoc days, 6-8 January, were spent in eonaelléating_-
oir positions and sending patrols out to the vieinity of Mont, (59)
About 2200 hours 8th January, the battalion commander was sud-

denly summoned to the regimental G.P. for a meeting. He returned

e s g cad,

ebout midnight 2nd had the company commanders assembled for a mooting,;

Crowded into. th. C. P., which consisted mainly of fhe battalion com~
manderts dugout.with a field phone inside, we heard the attack order
which was as follows: The regimant was to attack at dawn 9 Iaﬁﬁary
and seize the town of Mont and the west bank of the Salm River in 7
1ts sector. Tho.Third and First Battalions were to atitack in their
zone of sctlon, in a pincers movement, while the 2nd Bﬁ would make

a secondary attack from the front, using only two platoons. Lt.
Dremnert's platoon from D Company and L{., Harris® platoon from F Qom-
pany would mako the assault. The meeﬁing then broke up a% 0130 hrs.
gth January. (60)

Dawn broke and the attack was'aocn under way. About 0830 hours,
D‘Gcmpany reported that Lt. Drennspfs platoon had seized ¥Mont ahead‘
of the Third Rattelion. Under the aggressive action and leadership
of this platoon lsader, the platoon had covered approximately two

.thousand yards of wooded and open. terrain, bwpassing and destroying
eneny outposts in thelr advance until they had seized the regimental
objective. The platoon, however, sustained several casusltiex. (61)

(58) (59) (60) Personal knowledge, self} [61) A~3, and personsal
knowledge, self,
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The attack being conducted by Lt. Earris' plaﬁoon was not go=-
ing too well. This platoon had 'taken the small. town of Farnierea,

but when it commenced 1ts advance beyond that town over exposed roll- ;?

ing tefrain, the platoon was subjected to machine gun and smsell arms * -
fire. Lit. Harris was killed elmost irmedlietely and two or thrse of
his men were killed when they attempted to recover his body. 1Lit.
Middleton of F Compary, not being a participaht in the attack, ob-
served the difficulty which that platoon was having and immadiatﬁly
set out torlbcate the h_Lu oo enemy machine gun. He fired several
rifle prenadea and put that machine gun out of action. The lst Ba
later assisted F Gompany 3 advance by dispatchlng some men to deatroy
8 ome enemy outposts.5 {62) -

Lt, Sachsa, platoon leader of the Third Platoon of D Campany,
was sent to relieve Lt. Drewner in Mont, (63)

The following day, 10 January, the battalion S-3 was ordered by o
the battalion commander to personally carry a message 1o Lt; Bachse, |
requiring him to cover the open terrain beiween Mont and our poai-
tions in the woods as & further check ageinst any possible enemy
'groups still remaining theré. The message was carried by foot and
transmitted to Lﬁ. 8achse, He was given‘three tank destroyers fra;
the 34 Bnjafter saeing thét Lt. S8achse was well on hié way, the bat-
telion S-3 reiurned to the C.P, on feot oxhaustod. (64)

Late fhat night.units of the 75th U. S, Infaniry Division re~
11eved our battalion and the unit wes sent to the rear for a much 
needed rest, (65) | '

| AL axs' CRITIGISM

From arstudy of tho'opcrations just dsscrihod, no one can be

L] I

(62) A~3; Personal knowledga, solr' Statement by Li. Widdleton;, Jam~
vary 1945; (63) Personal knowledge, self; (64) Perscnal knawlo&g
self; (65$ A-2, 8ection IYI, p. 3; A=3; Personal oxpurioneo, solf.-
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oblivious %o the.many problems and difficultiés sncountered by an
airborne unit angaéed-in‘a continuous 1nféntry'r01e during a wintlr
-cempaign in the midgt of mountains without adequate equipment,
clothing, and hot food. Despite all these obstacles, Howovar, this_‘
battelion, as a cog of a fighting machine, eontribu;od groatly to
the missions assigned the division; mainly, tc sid in the extrica-
tion of Americen units in the St. Vith ares, to contain the enemy
by repelling his tenacious attacks, snd finally to grasp the initia-
tive out of his hands and drive him back,
| Departing from the generalized discussion eontained in the

previous paragraph, let us glance into the.mieroscopo and focus our
attention on the minﬁte but important criticiams of these coperations,

1st: The lack of sufficient and sultable transportation pre-
vided undue hardship on the men. Men were required to walk ten or
aven fifteen houré’pracading an attack, burdened with equipmeni and
crew-served weapons. As & result, tha men were in ne physical con-
dition or in a state of high morale to presé forward any attack with
much enthusiasm, | |

2nd; The familiar phrase of "feed the troops a hot meal™ was
unheard of during these operations. 4 human being subsisting on K
rafiaﬁs'eontinually without any hot nourisbment is apt to lose his
combat efficiency and succumb during the cold weather,

3d: The ncglect of the battalion commander to contihnally ac~
guaint members of his staff with ithe currect situation wes obviously
svident; During the'movns'frﬂm.Liernpux to Bra and Bra to ¥ont,
the battelion S-3 was novir made acquainted with the situation, Had
_any accident befallen the battélion conmander, the battalion as a
whole would have suffered bocaus§ the staff members were ignorsant

of the situation.

28,




4th: The evacuation of casualiles wés slow and inefficient,
parficularly when litters were unavailable for the wounded from B
Company and the latter had to walk or be carrisﬁ baeck by hand at
least two miles, Ead our unit been issued wuasels initially, our
supply and evacuation difficulties would have been solved.

Sth: The mission assignod the Second Battalion to zelize the

“erossroeds at Fraiture on the night of 23rd December would have heen 1

a disaster to the unit had the mission not been called off at the
last moment. In this incident, a night attack was to have bécn made
without artillery support and with no time to make even a ground re-
eénnéissancc ageinst a stronger enemy force équipped with armor,
6th: The lack of‘litter bearer tesms in an airborne unit was
also felt when 81 mm.morfar men were employed ito earry wounded te\

the a1d station.

Tth: The number of engineers to perform the many tesks asaig&i&i

them during the withdrawal and in the defense at Bra wes obviocusly
insufficient., Had there been at least one additional engineer com~
pany availsble for roﬁ& maintenance, aufticicnt-cﬂgiﬂoérs would then
ha#.'boen availeble to efdct wire and minefields before the Gsrmsns
hit eur'écrensaé at Bre, 4s it was, the engineers had to erect mine-
Tields in the battalicn sector inrpioccmeal fashion over & period of
three nights because the battalion was in contact with the snemy.

8th: One individual should not be both battalion S-3 and S-2
in any unit, particularlj during combat opsrations. 4 combination
of these two dutiss results in inefficiency of earrying out each
gasigmment, _ |

9th: Laaving the battalion 5~2 &s covoring fopee commandsy
during the withﬁrawal from Lierneux prevontcd his usefulness to the
"unit back at Brs where he might have betier bocn employed 1n eval~
'uating-tha terrain in front of our positions.
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LESSORS
The lessons derived from a study of thesze operations are'enuiﬁfé
erated as follows: |
l. In & defensive situation 1nvolving mountainous terraia,d.

- i

cross ccmpartment derenscfﬂ is the best.

L

A —

2, An outpnst line of resistsnce must maintain contact with ai

alh At 21 e d e T L

milisr 1ineé of reslstance of adJacent units in order to aeccmpliah

wr wch A

R SR

1ts mission properly with regard to the safety of its members.,

De A night withdrawal is difflcult but when properly axecuta&

- TR s v 5 i,
with trained personnal, 8 unit can disengage itself from battle

with few casualties.

4. An airborne unit cannot operate efriciently for any great -

length of time'ih aﬁ infantry role unless it is glven the additiona .
Pt s i el bt i it T Ry m .—-—.—J - 2

trensportation and equipment necessary for sustalned ground ccmbat,k;‘?

5. In mountsin warfaere under extreme weather conditions, sup--
i — - ' . _ S———; ,
ply and evacuation problems beeome ‘more difficult,

i LS NG Y MRty T e T s e e AT I e SRS e <R N M e Pk Pt u

6. In & night attack, proﬁar daylight reconnaissance nust be ;P

T e % EUA T ws-ﬁumumawm-wwx&” S T 0

mede in asdvance ,and sufficiant time should be alloweﬂ rér a1l par--*g
R R St S SR R U e 2 ; o

sonnel %o become acquainted with his task.

7. nalization of possibl ™, ek& are man&sté -
Canalization of possible enemy armored attec , ,,,rg.l._ﬁ

1

for a wall prepared defensive pesition.

8. A cambinat1on or two or more starf qgggggmants to one 13-

g R AT e A e o G ety 4 e

dividual lessens his efriciene 1n aither capaeity.

ot MK b b A 1B gy Lot

9. A uniﬁ caonmander must acqu&int his staff members ot all

e

times with the eurrent situation.

10. The individual soldier can not fight efficiently fo foi- any

S

grsat length of time during extreme winter condi tlons when aabsistiﬁg;

1MMW-“_ LA R 7 g M R PR TR nmmmw
'marely on sold rations.

ks o 7 -

11, Finsally, that although modern equigment and tactics ‘are

Important in warfare, the fighting spirit and deternination of in- '

MM— i il -
ﬁ1v1ﬁuals are most essential and instrumental in winning the battla.
. . . it R FNT Y ¥ s SRNET UL TR G T DRI S AR

20,

e




" ARRIVAL TIME
2300 |8 DEC. 1744

HOUFFALIZE /4
SPRIMONT A

"RECOGNE

' ILLE | 1
"'_”“"E_V_ N SEDAN| -”Af’ A

| _ | ROUTE FROM
¥ CAMP SISSONNE | - SI3SONNE
DEPARTVURE TIME 000 18DEC 1941 |




L

e
i
5

THE .\abSa. NCE
FRoM







.‘ A‘ N
e

v d

Veryy

_MaP >
THE ATTACK




