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The enemy
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_15th Pz. Div., Dec. 1941 to May 1942 and
Nov. 1942 s

.+ 90th Light Div., April to Sept. 1942

» 0.G., 90th Light Div., Oct. 1842 to







Garmisch, 7 April 1947
Qomments of Oberst im Gen.
Rainer Kriebel, thon Major and 1at Gen. .Staff Officer of the 15th Panser
Division from April 1941 untiy Pebruary 1942,
: f.’nu'l Succenses in Africa, "
T, ROMMEL'S PRRIONALITY

Stab /Golonel, General Stafr Oorpi

on the study "Reasons

uunm %o my observations, the 3zoops had great gopfidence in

“‘c Snergy and his almost proverbial good luck. He knew how to

- A ' M e own mu. his optimism and will-to-conquer to avery
Al 'M““thhﬂm. His optimiem often made him see the

' M in a more favorable light then 1t really was: ‘However, I

*M several times that even decisions based on an mmnlc
o o ‘the enemy situation, have led to great successes,
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APTLE OF SOLLUM, 15 - 17 JUN® 1941
wm of doubt, Rommel deserves the greatest credit

e success of the dattle, owing to his coolheadedness in all crisis

,_f e

_ ‘his qm of the 5th Light Divieion againet the British flank.
Bowever, he scarcely interfersd with the command of the 15th Panzer
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_ As former (-2, from 1 July 41 to 31 May 42, and as deputy G-3,

from 1 June 42 to 31 August 42, of Pangzer Army Africa, I present the
following supplement to the essay by Generslmajor von Holtsendorff,
"Reasons for Rommel's Successes in Africa, 1941-42."

In his presentation, von Holtzendorff gave an accurate pilcture
of Rommel's character and personality., I wish to add the following
obsorvations in order to supplement and emphasize certain of von
Holtsendorff's statements.

Rommel was the logical commander for desert warfare. His main
strength, the immediate command of forces right on the battlefield,
could be given full play in such broad, open spaces. Army field orders
vhich failsd to keep pace with the developing situation could, there-
fore, be given bold, rapid, and flexible revision on the spot by a
direct order from Rommel,

umumwwww,muroungMo
m,mdnamhdwnﬁoudindmhmnhumu
the over-ell operations of the Africa Army., Decisions affecting the
Ay as a whole were likewise made in the midst of tactical situatioms,
‘ mmww&omuorhihn“tbhul
operation, Following is an example:
ummlvﬁbmmmﬂuummnmm.

' Ro _mmwmdqhulmnunmn
: 1e of the German Africa Corps had succeeded in



give pursuit through BIR SCHEFFERZEN and on into Egypt. The complete
failure of this thrust showed that, because of the over-all situationm,
the time in no vay was ripe for such a decision. Rommel, together
vith the Army Chief of Staff, sdvanced with the point of the pursuing
foroes and experienced in a very personal mapner that the enemy re-
sistance, as a wvhole, was far from being broken,

The Cerman panzer divisions suffered considerably on this raid,
and Rommel divorced himself from the command of the over-all situation
for a period of about five days. The Army headquarters, which was
located near EL ADEM at this time and out of all contact with Rommel,
had the burden of conducting the over-all operation and particularly
the defensive engagements in the TOBRUCH grea.

The general staff officer had to guard against any exaggeration in
his reports on the enemy or on the own situation, for Rommel was likely
to arrive at extreme conclusions in such cases. The G-2 had a pleasant,
gratifying job, since Rommel devoted much interest to this field. The
best intelligence source, the reports of radio intelligence submitted
by the intercept company, influenced his decisions decisively, The
‘w occupied a difficult position, for mot until 1941-42, when
reperves were suffered in this field, did Rommel give more attention to
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1. Romsel's System of Pield Fortifications in North Africas

" Schematic representation of the

permanent fortifications at
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Schematic representation on showing organisation of strong points
based on "Mine boxes® /ses sketch/ as they had been laid out on the
northern flank of the El Alamein position (from the coast to the
northern Ruweisat Ridge) between about August and October 1942, pur-
suant to instructions from Rommel,

Purpose ¢ To smash the enemy armored attacks by frontal and flanking
defensive fires, to hinder the enemy in his recommaissance of the
location of our mine fields, and in his efforts to clear or destroy
them by artillery fire, - all this brought about by creating confusion
‘among the enemy forces.

y - Example of strong point organiszatiom, using a captured British
‘mine field on the southern flank of the El Alamein position (October
1942) = 21st Panger Division sector, Ardiete Division, Parachute Brigade

t'{?’ Lo
i{'.;.__v 2, Rommel's Mansuvers to Deceive the Enemy.
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1942 15 being added since it seems to be a typical example of Rommel's

et ’ 1n decetving the enemy by relsing dust in the desert.

(Gorney Redsemann)
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. When the battalion commander stopped about half way to Bardia
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~ came up from the rear in a persomnel carrier but driving off the

=y irdiash . - PRI,
”_ « Whereupon ““d“‘m

- 41 .m..;
Mcﬂbt‘d “. o
wire twisale




YT em e .

Pae Graben - antitank ditch
- Minenfeld =  mine f1eld
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Sketch 4, cont'd
Schuetzen-Minen =  antipersonnel mines
4m Streusinsatz ' - la1d at random, not
! to regular pattern
Btr. - battery
s. Pak - heavy Pak l:nﬂ‘llk .‘.7
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Pz, Minenfeld - antitank mine field

‘1\ Schuetzenminen im Streweinsatz - antipsrsonnel mines not laid
Pl ) according to regular pattern

Pg. Minen im Stroueinsatz - entitank mines not lald according
to regular pattern

| A £
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7,62 Pak V.od, 8,8 Flak R AL or .8 m&u- b
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