gart. The interview took place at 8;15 on the night of July 9th, 1958, Present was

4 and a representative of the READER'S DIGEST, Stuttgart office., Mrs. Rommel greeted
r living mwhtg although slightly smaller is almost a replica of the room which

" haew S | )
® the names of the principal towns which the Africa Corps captured
Wt aol

: . = "
Africa in 193, They include such names as Bizerte, Bengazi, Burna
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W%W’ there was the actual map which Rommel had used in Africa framed on the wall. In the

m room ﬂ%self there were countless photographs of Rommel, some in color, some in black and
hotographs of

‘white, also/good friends and a rather interesting photograph on the wall of General Mather's
essor whose name at this moment I cannot remember but apparently he was a good friend of
*118 because I see that 1t was a picture photographed by him. It was cbvious from the
 the conversation began that Mrs, Rommel was quite mervous. She's a short it

; s but with a strong face, a motherly face and I would say she's in her sixties

vears
w at ~one ti.ln she must have been quite handsome, The son, tall, over six feet with glasses,




- b
_—‘.q "‘.-- TDP
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entered Rommel's room at, the headquarters, Finally, this got Rommel very annoyed and Ajax |

~ Was sent home. Apparently, Ajax hated two things...three things, sabres, boots and staff cars,
On one occasion Ajax was sitting under the sofa in a corner when Field Marshal Rommel had a

ﬁéﬁr. The more they talked, the more hervous Ajax became, Finally, just as Ajax was about
o go for the visitor's legs, Rommel grabbed him in his left and right hands by the head and

ing to go with him to Berchtesgarten and who knew very well

' ht‘hepm she had always been the sounding board for Rommel,
have said. The truth seems to be that Rommel talked over most of
in a vay vhich is not before been made public. She seems to have
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|| According to Mrs. Rommel, she said the Field Marshal always gob up very early in the morning
1 1 4
§ Pecause "He had an idea that human beings think better first thing in the morning".

-

:‘Wd to E‘t up at four or five and go for a long walk which lasted about an hour,
Ve v

e following day. Its interesting that both the Rommels remember/he e /
ything out but he was more interested in drawing pictures of it because he |

- o® ’ : )
m-xr'" e
”Ww&i‘wﬁf‘mﬁ the ﬁmbtxe he sat in on some of the conversations that day,

mnﬁtmmnmmprwlu.'
o v g

m w went to

bed m—iy i both the Romels
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‘and Rommel.

- getting this call from Speidel which incidentally is mot recalled...is not recorded
official war diaries, Rommel went upstairs, dressed and then packed, His wife did
& to him., She does not remember having said anything to him, She does not

Later that morning

Field Mtrshal who was now quite tense and quite worried.
It vas a terrible blow she thought but she hoped that he'd be
| some aorh o:t solut:!.on and she also hoped that this would finally wake up the

33 Lo
at Hitle: ‘a hecdqmrbers to 'l‘.he aer:lousness of the situation.

) } ol living »

' hearing his father discussing what had occurred but the
‘seem to register with him too much. He was only fifteen years
ﬂ%ackhﬁbeenmx%ebuthemnotmthat what it was




i

his son's head and said "Well Manfred you and I will try and win the war". Manfred said /
~ "Goodbye Daddy". Then Rommel left the house, climbed into the car and drove away. {

EA & - Bliww i
. » 3

l}: Here are some random notes that were made during the interview:

mlyalmya referred to Rundstedt in a very tactful mamner. He had no particular

7
thirty yards ruming out in the lawn with a part way down the

» of the house was or contained rather a dining room, Rommel's study,
living room and a solarium. The second floor, there was the Rommel's

~son's room and his own study or living rom., Also there were two

3 Wippinger Strasse. i it

$ 3

'  some talk but Be m“%

mi-g\w UI-\J_, et Ml Donw,. Thawe
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d"For the fight for freedom of the great German people June 22, 1942",

d this baton,/never even carried it. At no time can anybody remember him
ter it was presented to him but he always carried the interim baton which
® simple and dignified locking affair. The size of the shoes by the way which

It says BxTsxXf@xx D I 5% L whatever that means.
'itra ﬁmel remenbers that his constant predilection throughout

If-quld continue on the fight alone against the
|—"" -




Rommel Letters. (EAP III-21-a-14/11)
Box 354, 1 Jan - 29 Jul 44, in

1.," OCMH as MS X-211. Lo

ﬂhcerp‘td‘s m letters from Rommel to his wife and son Manfred.
13 i

“

Y J&Janu-- ess Just think of it, I am expecting to get a
" mO , ' Dachshund puppy. It will be given to me by the
6‘2 (erganization Todt, T.), e. g. they will buy it for me. |

like to housebreak it here. /

o= e ~ I believe firmly that we will win the
'f,t'-tgg.s.,.i;n the west, if we still have some time
[HY T //

t@ke Q:tf tomorraw morning hith a handbag
md@i t‘he( move. In 10 - 12 days he will

Tet _~;*s. b@ shmld m:ins
m s,nm overeoat with hat ete.




Rommel Letters -2 -

L 26 Jan 44 -- I just spoke to you on the telephone. Now the

3 move seems to be pretty much over and you are in the new home,
which I hope is in every way satisfactory. . .

My two muts (Ajax and Hector) had to be separated, because the
] older Ajax almost loved the young one to death. Ajax 1s now
= with me, and the other one with Boettcher.

3 l‘eb 44- == « « » I bought myself a leather overcoast and

a mg@.g. one. Please be so kind and send a check for 350.50

lﬂmiu the Verkaufsabteilung der Luftwaffe ( This was a sort
sary where I.uftwaffe officers could buy clothing

mﬂnﬁr}q e:qy niee and I hope I won't get

] "is" (a very descriptive term in German
1:9‘%_% be @ w:l.tches ahct and means



Rommel Letters - 3 -

27 Mar 44 -- Back for two days in my quarters. Lovely —
spring weather. My little dog is really coming along. He '
now reports when someone comes. The little fellow is 80

cute. I must often laugh over him. - Much work and trouble.
Everything just doesn't work out the way one thinks and

then one must force the issue and that means burning up

extra energy... ’

30 Mar 44 -- How are we doing with our taxes? I guess we “’
will have to pay taxes for Ajax too. How is the mutt doing? |
The little one is too cute for words and I believe he will
be a good hunting dog. But I can't spend very much time
with him. . . ./Now March is nearing its end without the
‘m‘;«-meriem naving started their attack. I believe

t éﬂ&%“‘leat conﬁdence in their cause. /
u. MeérTy

3 Apr 44 -- Z'General Gause, Chief of Syaff of Rommel_7

4,

will t "f laeeé. by Generalleutnant Dr. Speidel about the
. ! Liwg

: tié xonth. H:l.s brether was once with me in the

_7 has sent a eheek :ror n 3,575

“&m?dt& [
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Rommel Letters -4 -

walks., , .

9 April -- Yesterday I was boar hunting. We shot four sows
and one fox. The former will improve our rations.

10 April -- Today I went to see Rundstedt. Things have not
turned out the way I had believed they would on 21 March.
‘f . [ At a conference at Hitler's headquarters. Rommel had
~ believed then that he had achieved his goal regarding the
{ ';xfplich'tion of his defense strategy. This strategy, the
j defense on the beaches with armored reserves immediately |
behind the coastal sectors, was opposed to von Rundstedt's, "
. who wanted to hold the armor back and throw it against the
. Allied bridgehead once it had been established. T. 7
t&n does not want a cabinet crisis here and I have to give [
in. Nevertheless,I'm going to have my own way in the essent-
als. . ./The cabinet crisis was that Rundstedt told
Hitler that he would quit if he did not get his way. As it
; out Hitler vascillated between the two strategic
&a‘\é& "thfﬁ‘g‘fdﬂftod into a compromise, neither
could, in the end, be brought to pay off. T.7

|



Rommel Letters - 5 =

X - Still 26 April (to his wife) -- Last night the little one
(d°8) got away from Guenther (the orderly) and came to sleep
ﬂth me. , .

e (Allied) invasion preparations have now just about
bOlﬂn with large scale air attacks. The damage here at the
front is still negligeable, but at the same time this is a
£00d thing because the troops can slowly get used to these
- concentrated attacke/ In England morale is bad, one strike
after another and the cries "down with Churchill and the

Jews" and peace are getting louder. These are bad omens
_ m such a risky offensive., , . /

;06 m ,mnthwoat and ,éouth (of France)! It appears now
«‘* E: -6, Americand are are going to be so

! 1“?“5, to come in the immediate future. For our

.,.'t :l.a of mcrum value, because we

: pn the ground every day. The Air, how-

W&_; B\m 'ﬁmt too will change in our m@t.

’?““ﬂ’ O et
fEnt 0. anrn@? L
% e lea oo ‘

S SR, D I l o,
l.,' - A
» o




Rommel Letters -6 -
#6 May, continued -- S
@hem are still no smwe signs of the British and Americans ‘]
~ coming in the very near future. Every day, every week, is '
for us of invaluable importance. Every day we are getting /
stronger. My inventions are now being employed. I am looking

florward to the battle with confidence. Perhaps on the 15th
of May, perhaps at the end of the month.
F s:!\z _1 4
k ,ﬁ-- e « o Meantime the Organization Todt has sent me
&ﬂm Mm shorthair hunting dog that has got used to the /
' : ings very well. He is obedient and attached to
‘me. m% first was jealous. . .The two muts have caused me
: W& VMW four times. Maybe I'll send you Ebbo.

- (Now this must be Frau Rommel's f
{

4 q
‘



Rommel lLetters - T =

., 19 May -- Yesterday I returned from the west. Everything

{ ®=m went well and according to plan. Two days ago I telephoned
== for the first time -- with the Fuehrer. He was in excellent
humor and praised our work in the west. I hope I can get ahead
(with my plans) faster than before. . .

I am curious whether I can spare a few days in June to get
a-ny from here. Right now there isn't a chance. . .

21 May -- (to Manfred) -- Many ;_hanks for your letter, which
Aldinger (I believe he was L¥+@ol. in the reserve and a friend
%mh from World War I and also on his staff on that f
unt, chack with the Rommel Letters of L. Hart. T.) /
BOCOmpee 7 Ao J
Mvml to his m.) e i % Yesterday Rundstedt came here |
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Rommel Letters

'i %fﬁiafv&u the big brown hunting dog.
‘M@a lies next to me at the desk; when I
wa alogs. On the hunt he heels and im-
to a w&ﬂo. The other day he attacked
i so that it was difficult to separate the

%Mtn in this collection. The next one
' 'El'.;ttan on 26 July, after
Franz was an aide who used to
30 in "“ 10’3‘03’0







