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attempt to launch a large-scale invasion. A
ion, as an offensive operation which was bound

the war, would soon take place.
were approximately 75 strong divs, 65 of which
 chiefly of regular army officers

v several years, immediately be

divs in question 4O to A5 were




idges were lacking. According to reli

1l S &4 had surpassed the figzure of 2 000 a month

British Navy were concentrated in the

£s. The shipping space available for landing operat-

taneous transport of 20 divs, and speedy
ed in view of the excellent air protection
zation.
) first line planes, could muster suffi-

against the rear areas
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serational Division), Direct cooperation of 4 Gp

gd, for instance,no data at its dispossl concerning

n France, nor could it tell to what extent the latter




ested an early beginning of the pattle; all these indi-

1 by the weather forecast. After OKi had submitted an

e beginning

ect, called 18 liay the "definite" day of th

bhis key date passed uneventfully, OKif did not expect

accordingly. Genfldm Rommel welcomed, however, every
ional time to conclude military and political

. e the striking power of the troops. He re-
onnaissance in forece, what stage

had reached and suggested that these




B thet landings mizht take place in the Selne tay eud
s coast wes contrary to the ocpinion of OKM, whick consldered

lon, egpeciclly on the Calvados coast, unlikely be-

t there. This was slso the rezson why therc were

\né Worthern FPrance, be placed under bis coo-

& Vire. This desand wae rejected by

of May, the CKM dispatched z few
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inge the Atlantic front, wes taken into




directives for the West seid thet the decisive battle

at the Atlantic Wall, This mesnt that the MLR was the
be held at aay price, Enemy invasion atlempts were to

or during their landing; forces which succeeded in
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in chief, Gen F1 (Air General) Christiafsen, whom his
L HKrischan, had distinguished himself during World

of an auxiliary cruiser and had been awarded the

ently he became a naval aircraft pilot. After 1933

given the rank of a2 Generalmajor and employed in
uftwaffe. He was a frank and straightforward ses-
ting, intellectual cualities, and bearing
tature of an army commander and he could
him appointed as Wehrmacht commander,

ry considerations placed a trusted




id later had been in command of Second Army at Kursk

nter 1942/43. There he was relieved of his command

had been raised as to his loyalty. He was an ene=

and had foreseen the approaching catastrophes, but
mind to oppese the system actively.
ee infantry corps (LLLKIV, LYXIV, XXI), to which
trolling altogether eight infantry di-
nts only), 319 (on the Channel Islands),

afantry divisions 8, 353, one LL*

38, in the interior of the




S Loy :
puerel of the Pz Forces West", Gen TFrelierr Geyr von Schweppenburg,

T2 Lj{ staff; bhe was slated to head the tozcticel staffe.

fraining asd organizstion was concerzed, subordimate to the

of $ke Pz Forces, Genobst Guderizn, es far as commitment

to OB West, Gen Freikerr Geyr von Schweppenburg




yat directives according to which a man had to let hi

sa', but did not have to be "mobile."

ions had not yet been quite rehabilitated; their training

leted., There was a lack of trained officers and mate-




lverse effects. The Wavy existed on a rlane of

ttle understanding for the recuirements of a




1% Jun destroyed 38 surface vessels - &mong them U4

snd in the U-boat pene of Le Havre. Thus, nearly

ere put out of commission. The attacking ene-
altitude and remaided unhempered in

aft fire was cpened tw late,

posts, which was werrauted
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m‘-’-ﬁgtrat@d; particulerly during the battle for Caen.

1ts commitment and its possibilities hod become &
« @s well as in the Reich. Unecuivocal information
h of its formations, its possibilities could be
< nor from Third Air Fleet in Paris. Reichsmarschall
n or, when he answered a cuestion, his

the crucial month he never took the
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‘ 1mw fighter planes, promiged by Hitler to A Gp's chlel of stal
”'l_m “3 had failed to arrive, The eneny, on € Jun, eup] norted his

.
g opexations by 27 000 flight missions,

:....|.- g T I ’
Y
- ‘-M m&m and the US air forces had had control of the air since

4 and neutralized all German air sctivity, Adequate alr recon-
AT
'-miﬂ-phutographs of the British Isles, particularly of the

T .m;aorac and of the section of the Atlantic Ocean adjolning

, Bot by :@ﬁéﬁ#rﬁﬂﬂg forces,

The enemy flghter bombere,



jed territories. It deserves,

ielming enemy superiority, the

n though their missions were hopeless

been plowed under by the Alli-

fe as a decisive factor. He made re-—
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Wegt sn Un-

communication net with 60 000 men, The strengzth of the

'm i-mﬂ:waffe.. whose total personnel in the West amounted
i
300 O men, was, instead of ten times the number of the flying
© be the customary ratio in an air force, & hundred
 explanation for this disproportion in the respective

lng's desire to estyblish, like Himmler,




sen !t

5 engave in a Mstrategic air war" had been faillurcs! The
lowing the escape of the bulk of the British Expedi~
€, the "annihilation of the British Armada, the

ic, the defense against the Anglo-Americah air offen-

s the failure to effectively supply Stalingrad, Cherkas sk,

from the air, all these are sad chapters in the histo-

ders became the victims of their command.
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nel Islands while, at the came time, along the
Jpe Yo Bt Nazaire, a distance of more than 1 000 km, only:

rles with 37 guns were ready for sction, One reipe

Only as aircraft cerriere could these islands

s Genfldm Rommel was & vigorous opponent of
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ence by having the troops cerry out construction work,
y on the coast of Normen He consldered new way of
‘the eneny to eifect & laznding,
dpasurcs concerning coastal deiense, i.e. pleanning
tions, was in cierge of en encineer who not only
nal training Lut also the necessary insight and

ing opinions of Army, Nevy and Organization

enge, particularly on the employment of

lan _'i-‘jai.la;el to coms into being during
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an type called Stalin - Orgeln by the Germans) whose fire

ng danger of concentrated a i r

ce attacking from the ses froum uniting
rther precsution against

- remmed into the
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d of an air landing which would injure, their lend

hether or not to flood the country wes decided by the
Preparations to store up fresh water were being made
: of Le Hevre, in the Dive velley and elong the eastern

alt water damage, which would, according to the expe-
; ‘

¥

ire more than 10 yeers to repair was to be avoided

. . y d ‘. 1
Lt

Eddc Yall propeganda started when, in 1942, the Anglo-




the publicity given him in motion pictures and

e known that Dr Coebbels had instructed the

d air superiority, Rommel protegted against this

h, which was bound to shake the German peoplets




enlzetion
nization in the Weet was in sccordsnce neither witr the
ner with logice am!. the necegsities of the hour. IHitler
3 j'q-fli the war e could adhere, in his customery menner,
sdple of dividing suthority asd of playing off one
gerve his owa ende, This policy was bound to %ead
. even to chacs in the commaund agencies.

L Gp B (Genfldm Rommel) in the sector exten-

¢ estuary and A Gp G (Genobst Blaskowitz)
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agen) and of the Netherlaude (Gen Fi Christisusen)
subordinate to OB Weet; however, as far as
0 do with -Mpld-itaﬁan of the rescurces and administra-

4 ﬂamt.s'ﬂ,ea for the benefit of the war efiort were cole

dlpated to OKW, Since spring 1942, the executive power

was exercised by the Semior 8S- and Folice Offi-
ived théir orders direct from Himmler and failed
ere on their nature, Thus, as far as depor-
- single out the most importaut

L accomplished facts.




g bub only advice, The lack of uu

$eatione slong the coesst ond on the

MEES R Op B itsell could not zive any orcers
iifieatdons in its defense sres, wilch
requeste through chanpele, TIi

remaioed unheeded, The (roanizeti




Todt be subordinated to hiim for the crucial

31@;,“@: hig request was brusquely rejected., Eit
domuand conditions, e Gid not want too much
@1y not inthe Lend of Genfidm Rom-

arded because of the sugpicion of the




m Rommel and the Staff of A Gp B
£ & Gp B had been established close to the front in the
. located at the western edge of the Ile de France

erthern loops of the Seine between lantes and Vernon,

The castle of the Dukes de la Rochefoucauld was a Norman

existence since the year 1 000; the rear of the

castle ruins with its dojon (chief




Obst Staubwasser, the IT A, Obst Freyberg, the gene:
Genlt Dr lieis
733, and the naval adviser, Vz Adm Friedrich Ruge;

& generel staff officer of the Luftwaffe, a2 few indi-

. staff officers and the keeper of the war diary. The

id, was disbanded prior to the start of the in-

‘or reproach when the chief of staff was
s




was augmented by guests, KHe was extremely

2 and never smoked. During the meals he encouraged

- popper he went, frequently accompanied by the

an evening walk in the romentic castle perk and
>edars, his favorite view of the plotures-

v listening to further reports

. the situation end his own
to meintein a




20! E$&aratiqna Frior to the Invasion

inted chief of staff reported to Hitler om the Ober-
Bure to the West, on 1 Apr Ui, he asked for &

Hitler and Gsnobst Jodl refused to

they called "superfluous". 05 West and & Gp 3




In numbers and equipment, but particularly in mobility

P8 were far superior to the defenders,

erations in history had taken place under entirely




% ©p & rigld coestel defense. This line of rezson-
trategic reserves in armor would be available around
bilities were thoroughly scrutinized:

ine and Loire, counteroperation: wheeling back
- to be held; Atfack south of the Seine fI‘OI.'ﬁII
nilation of the enemy, ZInemg landing

taking up rear positions

o Olse; Oonterattack betwsen the




L reasons, the possibility was exemined zad

ring out the evacustion of t he entire West and

‘Gﬂﬁﬂiﬁign@ or after tie conclusion of an

ical necessities, time end manpower




the rigid order

corps and six pz divs,

it thought in strategic terms in sccordance with the

tnkc 'i'-__;;!.'t_o account the latest experiences in the Zast
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such as counterattacke, defense sgainst major enemy

eral movements to other frouts (across the Seine sector)




of Salerno end Nettuno were uneguivocall In addition,
@ gained in this war heq proven thet only thnoge dive whic

T4l Wera

nd subordinsted to tre commander of t he area

could really be
for immediate sction, 4is to the so-called QKW-regerve the

arrived too late and the units were due to tle
tive" orders of the supreme commend, frequently thrown

o cattered and improvized manner -

and thus seerificed,
I

tical reasons too mede it &ppesr acdvisable to the Field
mored units st his dispossl for future eventualities,
& severe sirain to have to visuslisze combat

actice he was restricted to tactical
. : :




ed tfe idess and the suggestion submitted by Genfldm

~J

pz formations were to be moved up close to the front

ors north and south of t he Seine which were considered

rg, had supported Rundstedt's sulution raised no

snned employment of t ke available pz divs

listened to Rommel's concise report




1 Conclusions aud Preparations

Apr Lk Genfldm Rommel, after having listened to

' Bis chief of staff on bis impressionms in the

tion ia the Bast, elaborated on besic idess regerding

1

ront had been moved back to the Hastern part
d Bussian potential, which berefited
eliveries made under the Lend Lease

,ed for the summer, According
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Air forces through their passive attitude, aided the

" ‘ X
Hitler's statement: "I belisve Mussolini more than my

But,

tler falled again to go to the frout. The far supe-




id wae Sowerd belifiling aud ridiewiing of the

ibically overrating the Italian Ally. Thls contro-

s 10 winter 42/.3, Romrel sugsested that tie

i the troops digpatched to Sial ingrad in order




al, during the afternoon of 17 Jun he voiced hie

el program (Translator’s note; Leabor comscription

ion pregented itself to the Pield Marshal

inveeion was regarded as certain, 4 successful de-

wble forces appeared doubtful, In the Bast

y was expected to be launched scon. In




r, V. Trescihkow and Stieff, Unanimity exisled
waye and means to bring the war to en end before

wonld eliminate the last chance to negotiate. A

ideas showed that complete mgreement existed

2 this cccasion, spoke in the impulsive manner
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exemplary manner. Postwar developments in Belgium speak for him., On 15 Jul

bl he was replaced by Gauleiter Grohe and, following 20 Jul YUY, he was

arrested. Gen von Felkenhsusen, though he was of t he opinion that the

culmination point for a successful coup d'état had already vessed, neverthe

lees considered the attempt imperative, primrﬁ“j’r in order t¢ bring the war
to an end and to protect the homeland from further misery,
the

An “awekening of :
couscience! &gpeared necessary slso for spiritual, ethicsl and politicsl res—

| sous,

The military commauder in France, Gen Iuf Kerl Heiarich von Stuelpnegel,
| sbaredthe views of his colleague, in Belgtus; it vas ke wao, in every respect,

T than anyone else in makimg prep:

L

i A w
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talks with the chief of staff, a thorough discussion took place in the presence

of the two chiefs of staff on the subject of measures necessary to bring sbout

a termination of the war in the West and the overtirow of t e National Socialist
regime. Following a review of t he political and military situation, particulars
as to the theoretical and practical preparatione were agreed wpon.

Both military commanders repeatedly voiced t heir anxieties tol-QB West,
Genfldm von Rundstedt, and to Geanfldm Rommel and found an open ear for their

fldm von Rundstedt, though he strongly expressed his contempt of

eined apathetic and refused to take any steps to <
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wase b'ecominé. more aund more hopeless, Among them were Relch Mindster Lr
Dorpmueller and Keuffmenn the cleas-slghted ii.t:.::'.bm‘,i Geuleiter. Letlers
arriving from persons belonging to all walks of 1life proved that people
shered the opinions held by Hommel and otls steff and gave evidence of the
grest amount of confidence which Rommel, the man and soldier, enjoyed among the
population.

Barly id May Srnst Juenger, who as Hptw was attached to the staff of the
military commander in France, brought his treastise on peace, the basic ideas
of which he hed developed in winter Yl /Mz. Genfldm Rommel was deeply impressed

by these idess, particularly by his constructive plane waich included a demend

for & United Stabes of Durope, established in the spirit of Christien husanity.

He planned to publisk and widely distribute this document of historic importance

at the eppropriate moment, In this epocalyptic area and under the terrible
engerts ideas on peace affected the mind with an almost
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heve escaped the attentlon of the Gestapo. Therefore the cli ef of steff was
authorized to discuss mstters with Preikerr von Yeursih end Dr gtroelin. The

talk took place in Freudenstadt on 27 Mey Yl snd served to exchange informetion

on the respective gituatiohs in the West and the 2I. The chief of staif
Gealt with the military situstion prior %o the imvesion, On beuslf of the
¥ield Marshal he requested to be told what consideration the people at Lome

were giving to the problem of saving the Germen netion from ruin, Freiherr
von Feureth described the course foreign policy had taken since 4 Feb 3&, when .

he as well as Genobst Freiherr von Fritsch were removed from office, and told

M"hp ‘hed rwmmy, but vainly werned Hitler. Meyor Dr Stroelin, speaking
i stance forces at home, poiated out tzst the main problem
e the Allles would refuse
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to the Allies acceptable for the purpose of eantering into negotiztiocns,

Iwoul-d be indispensable to both the Germen people and the Army. The guestion
of wbat facilities existed for entering into negotiations with the Westera
Allies, for instance through the Britisk Ambassador (o Madrid, Sir Samuel
Boare, and through Swlss contacts was also discussed. Izitial steps %o sound
out the enemy had been teken through Madrid and Lisbon witiout, nowever, paving
leito eny definite resulte,

Ten days later Freiherr von Jeurath submitted a detailed report on the

situation aud the possibilities in the field of foreign policy; however these
1ghly discussed., The Field |
‘tried by & German tr

R
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Marshalls knowledge end was learned about only after the end of the waT.

The Americen (olonel Smart, who was shot down over Vienns on 1ubu_; l‘;}aw
dha MR LA R T

: § b4 ] mission
n glven the B3 LERSEATEN IR A

to contact uenfld.m Rommel for the purpose of havin,_ the latter pu}wat;%end t»i
,tfk Th e BT

i -wmmwmmwmw*mwmm%m

stated duriﬁ,:_; Zis interrcgation tnat neh,ac'.

wA NG

+‘§ ‘l&‘nd 1&{%@'&&8‘ g

Ministry Zor Aviation. Geuflam Rommel was uot informed, Wiich furnieaes yet

AL R

e - SO
. | 3 3 O ve | an A Be RO 10 g ! f

g -',. e weeks pre.ceding the invasion the thonghts of all centered

around the guestion of how to save the Reich., Ouly Le who has hed to meke &
z point of an epoch end & decision affecting human, politi-
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that, in the fipsl issue, the man as such wwet be valued higher than tue
soldier, and h;mnity higher than principles., During thne evening telks in
the park Rommel liked to quote from Hitler's "Hein Kempf" those sentences
which the dlictator ia the course of his career, had comtradicted most openly:
#When a nation is led towsmdruln, by its government, the open resistance of
every single member of tha} nation is not only his right but his duty, Human
rights are more important than state constitution ". And "Diplomacy should
not bs concerned merely to see fo it that a nation perish in heroic fashion,
but rather to ensure the presrvation of ‘Eh_st nation. Every method employed
%o serve this end is good and fallure to employ such methods must be considered

£ gnition of the fact that for the military. &W
here m%s sease of Tespaneidility for the fate of the '-T
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the proper discernment, Genfldm Hommel took it upon himseélf to ueke Zecisions;
he refused to hove thie scope of his responeibility Iimited to purely executive
ta,s‘xs,' as was demended Uy Hitler, It was hls desire to orotect his country
and the world from further bloodehed and to prevent tie destruoction of tle
citdies and fertile flele of the Lomeland, liot even the harsihest terms of a
merclless adversary could have made him change bis determinstion to_atop the
war frow beinz fought on German soil,

Rommel saw clearly that the action envisaged would require the sscrifice

of hie life and perheps sl so lend support to asnobher "steb in the back legendV.
However, the Field Marsbal bad alvays been ready

to sacrifice nis life,




(

Thus'?on Bundntadt “rasignad" not cnlj as & miLitwrg leader but also

as 8 persgouality and this at a moment which called for decisive action, His

mental and physical inmertis aleo mede iteelf felt in combat. AV the front be

MY e A

remained generslly unknown, while Rommai'nfculous lesdership qualities never
cessed to personally in;pira nls soldiers, and theu himself tirelessly iuto
kis task to set an example for his men.

Eh&:&tﬁituﬁp'iﬁieh'ﬂsnflﬂﬁ von Rundstedt, who during the afternoon of

! 4 Jul 44 hed told Rommel that he would xever agein assume & command, subse-
ntly tm is hard 'ha understand; mmmy the fact that, after 20 Jul,
: ulsion ml*




MS # C-017
&anc Montgomery w i t b out Hitlerls participatiouz. the negotliations
Genfldm Rommel bhad designated:

Gen Inf Karl Heinrich von Stuelpnsgel,

Gen Pz Leo F::eiherr Geyr von Schweppenburg,

Genlt Dr Hans Speidel,

Genlt Gref Gerd von Schwerin,

Ve adm Friedrich Ruge,

Obstlt (Reserves) Dr Caesar von Hofscker.

It was contemplated to conclude an armistice on the following basiss

| = =

-
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Rommel stuck to his plan not to assassinate Eitler, but to have nim tried

by & German tribunal. Overilrow of the Nazi regime, assumption of the

governmental power in Germany by adherents of the resistance movement from

all walks of life under the leadership of Genobst Beck, Meyor Dr Goerdeler

end the former Hesse Minieter of the Interior sxd union lemder Leuschiel.
Genfldm Roummel &id not persomally aspire to the control of the Reich,

bowever he was pwvared to aseume the supreme command of the Army or the Wehr- °

mecht, o military dictetorship. Preparations for a creative peace. Cooperat—

fon of all those willing to work oa recounstructlions

mation of the Battle, for this purpose & shortened Eastern

FLSY ot i L o SRR
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Jhe I nvasion

Hitler postpouned hie long promised visit to the Weot time and again,
Genfldm Rommel accordingly wished to make one more persoudl report on the
military and political situation as it presented iteelf prior to the iavesion
which was imninent and to request the taking of logical political memsures, I??
addition he wished to reguest the sbandoument of the untruthful "Atlantic-props
ganda to which, without being conscious of the fact, he nad himself frequen_tly_

lent support, In sgreement with Genfldm von Rundstedt snd after he had vede tilf

necessary ar nts with Hitler's edjutant, Genlt Schmundt, be went by cer
i view of the enemy air super

lority high resking commanders were strictly

e - to the Obersalzberg on 5 Jun in order to
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of the coded report, decidéd not to alert the entire front.

Bue to enemy air superiority, eir end nevel reconnsissence also repained
inefiective during the days preceding the invasion, The recounaissance wunits
0 Loe Nevy ald not put out becsuse the see wes too rough,

O § Jun, shortly before midnignt, A @p'e chief of staff received reporis
to the effect that peraciute jumpe Lad taken place in the area of Cmen and in
the southeastward section of the Cotentin peninsula, At first there was doubt
88 to whether major sirborue formations had been committed or stryong liaisen

Eroope had been dropped to reinforce the r.asis-tuee movement in Fraance, I

the region between Seine and Orne especially, the parzchute jumps were smtm&
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which zad been Pakens He received the (10's unguelified spprovel
Rommel immedistely cancelled lle trip to Berchtesgmien sud we
heédqnfrﬁers 11 la Rocke Guyon on G Jun between 1600 end 1?;?_?09{5.

fihe igsusnce of sbtrategie directlives was not-p;;&itie aari;;-the first
hours pending clerificetion of the situation tarough reports end recomnsigsance
elements, which had been immediately dispatched everywhere, One Lad to be in
full coutrol of one's nerves tc be able to wait. Constent calls of the OKW
end 0B Weet iemnétmﬁi the Hervousness prevailing st . supreme headguarters.
|Genobet Jodl wes repestedly informed on the situstion by the chief of staff.

Beglnning st 060C Lours vecorts concersiig the deberkstfon of trosps became

more definite. All these reports ceme from Army uw:m;- since not 2 slagle

maﬁhh&:@%@mﬁwﬂm ﬁam&&&u mtaan% L
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bed peen made in map exercises for all possibilities with due

4 .
congrierayion

civen to terrsisn snd aveilable forces. It was Houmel wuo employed 21 Fz D1V
at this crucisl poiast, but additionsl armored ualls were denied him, Juring
iz telephone coaversation in the uornlag the Field Mersbel had emphistically
pointed out once more that tas immediate launching of & counteratiack Ly 2
Pz Div snd all reserves available in its area under a anified coumand wes
1likely to become necessarye Since Hitler failedto suthorize the commitment

of any farther reservese at that time, 2l Pz Div, ‘carryiog out the order of bthe

compsading general 6f LEXXIV Iaf Corps, Gen Art Mercks, launcled & counterattack

J

. ou both sides of the Orae on § Jun at 1000 hours. The aruored forces pressed

Ny B 4 i -

sbact with elesests of
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On 6 Jun, at night, the enemy, whose control of the sir and of the ses
was undisputed, had succeeded in estetlishing a bridgshead betwesn Crne and
the area north of Ryes which had & width of 25 km end & depth of up to 10 km,
Another briégehead hed been esteblished in the southeast corner of Cotentin ;
in 2 width of 15 km and & denth of 4 km,

In the firstementioned landing srea along the Celvades coast, Second
Britieh Army hed lended one to two airborne dive end approximstely five te
six arnd snd inf divs respectively, The forces landed by First US Army ot
the southesst corner of Cotentin included about two airborne dive and three
to four ermd and inf divs respectively. The troops of 716 and 352 Inf Divs,
fighting gellantly to the lest in their linesr pillbox line and in their
1y m& had been ae:.ﬁha out in a m:eless wsitiw in 8 ruin of fire
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the enemy sir superiority. In the evening the point of main effort of the
Allied forces appeared to be in the aree between Orme end Vire. Developmente
supported the sesumption that the enemy intended tc lsunch sn asttack on Paris,
Harly on 7 Jun I S8 Pz Corps took over the Cmen sector; its tosk wes to
cerry out, with the concentrated forces of 21 Pu Div, 12 88 Pz Div and Pz Lehr
Div, the attack which, on 6 Jun, had been unsuccessfully lsunched by 21 Pz Div
and to d.rivs- the enemy who hed come ashore in the Ceen = Bayeux ares into the
sea, Mthﬁ‘ulgh time and a@proach routes had been carefully defined, the constant
enemy bombing atiacks on communication lines and particularly on road junctions

rendered it impd_gg_i%l_& %o move up the formations and their supplies in time
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air protection and off the roads whick, at many points were disrupted. The
first three days had shown thet cooperation between the Allied landing forces
and thelr two other branches of armed forces was markedby great precision.

Duriang the rapidly changing situation of the first three days, A Gp B
submitted urgent requests to 0B West and OKW.

During the afterncon of 7 Jun it was suggested that elements of Fifteenti
Arwy which were immedistely available scross the Seine be shifted in southerly
mtu. By order of OKW the CiC of A Gp B was strictly prohibited from shift-
ing even one single division on his own responsibility. Furtaer suggestions
wera:

* Weakening of the Channel front, shifting of the divs employed in the rear ‘.

‘area of Fifteeath Army in night marches (the railroad system was disrupted and
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after the middle of June, 4 Gp considered a landing of Pe;ton' 8 ermy north of
the Selne, especially at the most strongly fortified Channel front unlikely
because, by that time the enemy had established adequate beachheads between
Orne and Vire and on the eastern comst of Cotentin and these were about to be
linked up. However the OKW rejected the reguest to move up the divs of Fif-

teenth Army and refused to grant A Gp freedom of action. Later on, Genobst

Jodl himself called this decision & mistake, It was not until late in July

that OKV ordered the shifting of the dive of Fifteenth Army from the Channel
front, where they had beea idle, to Normendy. But at the time the question
had already come up whether these forces should not be used establish & line

.

e aloag the Seine, if the policy to refuse freedom of streteglic decis-
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was impossible to hold everything", and to shift to Normendy, from théeir

stations in Southern France, LVIII Pz Corps with four pz divs (S and 11 Pz

Dive, 2 and 17 88 Pz Divs) which, however, were in the procese of belug Tre-

habilitated. For fear of an enemy landing in the Mediterranesu ares Hitler

and OKW rejected this requést also. It was not uatil July snd August that the
pz divs were shifted into the ares south of the Sedne.i.e. to a point which
was strategically unsuitable, 5

It wes obvious that the Mediterranesn fromt, in view of the forces committed

there and in view of the nsture of the terrain, would never be able to withstand
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tactical failure of the units which hed launched the counterattack was not the

fault of the local commanders nor did it result from a lack of agressiveness

on the part of the troops; the actual reason was rather the efficiency of Allied
eir and naval forces, which, even in the first days had caused a serious lack

of fuel and ammnition on the Germsa side, i

The Allies bad the initiative, I

t auky Sarpe, Ban Frell
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Period § Jun to 2l Jul bk

The military evenis

Thl;a was the phase during whidh efforts were made to throw the enemy
from his beachheads back into the sea.

The staff of Pz Army I’est.,} commender Gen Pz Freiherr Geyr von Schweppen-
burg, with headquarters -in?gris, was, upon request, assigued to A Gp on 1 Jun;
it was, however, not until the evening of & Jua that he was able to take over

ﬁ R
ares elements of the imuer wings of Fifteenth and Seventh Armies with I S8 Pz
' ed under his cosmend, The combat mission was: comaitment of

ad in the sector extending from east of the Orme to Tilly. In this

wble pz units in & drive to chase the enemy from the contiment.
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| ched durinz the next few days since, as & result of the ever increasing pressure
of the Eritish armd divs, the pz urits too hed to remain on the defensive, Day
by day Hitler and the OKW interfered’ with the command and, as so often before,
wanted to frustrate &ll snemy operations at the same time, The following combat
tasks were assigned: to take measures to preclude any possibility of an enemy
attack through Caen toward the South, to prevent a thrust from Beyeux toward
the South, to hold Cherbourz at any price and to preclude any possibility of
the Cotentin peninsule being cut off and any possibility of enemy operations !. i
against Brittany, Finally a Fuehrer order was received, demanding the "destruct- | ;f',"
ion", sector by sector, of the beachheads between Orne and Vire, The order went |

such as, for instes

ce, the commitment of & werfer brigade* east

events took place oty
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Div on 13 Jun and 1 SS Pz Div on 18 Jun, A similar situation prevailed witn
regard to the moving up of special units like assault-gun units and werf brigs,
but here the situation was perhaps even worse due to the growing destruction
of the railroad lines.
Only & rigorous stripping of the coastal sectors north and south of Nor- l

-mandy could have made up to some extent for the disadvantsges resulting from

the superiority of the enemy air force, The reasons why such measure was nob
c taken are to be found in the estimate of the ememy situation by the OKW, whieh |
| still stuck to its belief that a2 second landing was imminent.
The counterattack against the US forces on the Cotentin was dissipated in
d thrusts; the arriving forces bad to be committed mostly
ion because of the critical situetions which, in the course of
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‘vent their being annihilated, However sll these requests were sacrificed in an

-T70-
were, during their retreat, overrun by enemy tanks and, for the grestest pert,
annihilated by the enemy air forces, A lend and &ea defense area which was so
vast in exteat was untensble without adequate land forces and without support
from the air and on tle sea. A Gp supported reguests, made by LIXXIV Inf Corps

and Seventh Army, to commit the forces on Cotentin in such 2 menner ss to pre-

attempt to hold Cherbourg and rejected. Orders which never varied, demended:

teﬁgcibns resistance and the holding of every square inch of ground. The re- i
sult of OKW's orders and counter orders was the American break-through at St
Sauveur, which caused the loss of four divs, At this poiat Genfldm Rommel,
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cperations were executed abt a considerably lower speed than was called for in
the Allied plan and thet the employment of more troope than originslly intended had '
become necessary.

After the fall of Cherbourg A Gp cousidered it likely that First US Army,
whose asseult forces had becoume eveilable for new tasks, would shift its point
of main effort to the area of St Lo - Cerantan in order to take the line Coutan-
ces - St Lo &s & jump~off position for a tresk-through toward the South and to
: ensure lisison with Second British Army's beachhead in Normandy.
© In the Bayeux ares Second British Army had failed to reslize the existence

of a dange: ech in the Germen line of defense wiich had been wide open for
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(-’_ was &lso the wesker decision in every respect.

The Conference with Adolf Hitler in Margivel on 17 Jun

Such wag the situation when, finally, Hitler decided to comply with the
'a.rgmi: requests constantly made by Field Marshels von Rundstedt and Rommel by
going to the Weet to examine the situation on the spot and, perheps to meke new
strategic decisions, During the evening of 16 Jun a call was received according J
to which the two Field Marshals with thelr chiefs of staff were to report ab |
ers “WII" nesr Mergival north of Soiseons on 17 Jun at 0900 hours to
unt of the situation. The Field Mershal had to travel 200 km iato
fter he had returned on 17 Jun at 0300 hours from & 21 hours

|‘. . i' - -
e U SN S

I aabsnypde iy
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been designed to serve as MWcommand post® for t he duration of the England-
operation 1940, however, up to 17 Jun 44, it had never been used.

Hitler, who was sccompanied by Genobet Jodl, Gens Buhle, Schmundt, Scherff,
Adms Voss and von Puttkammer and Obst von Below had arrived early in the morning
of 17 Jun by car, coming from Metz where he had arrived by plane from Berchtes-
gaden. He looked unhealthy and overtired. He played nervously with his spec- .';

tacles and the colored pencils which he held between his fingers, He sat on

his cheir bent forwerd while the field marshsls remsined standing., His former ‘

c suggestive power seemed to have disappeared., After brief and cool greetings &

Hitler, spesiking in a loud voice, sherply expressed his displeasure over the

success of the Allied landings, tried to :timi 1‘9»1“ with the local cmmﬂ.ms
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last; the performence of officers and men in this unegual struggle had been
superbuman, Based on his estimeate of the tactical situation on Cotentin and

on the comparative strengths of the opposing forces, Field Marshal Rommel pre-

dicted the fall of Gharboﬂré almost to the day and demanded that the battle be

conducted accordingly. Another question, that was raised was that of Hitler's f
so-called fortresses, measning towns and strong points with field fortificstions f
improvized ad hoc, Their usefulness was unequivocally denied by Hommel. Ee f

warred ageinst the useless sacrifice of men and materiel, but in vein, because
during the invasion and the subsequent operations the following places were

declared "fortresses":

on, the Isle of Welcheren, Dunkerque, Calais,
bourg, St Malo, Brest, Lorient,
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)

lended twenty-two to twenty-five armd and mtz divs, elevea to thirteen of
them being British and ten to twelve US divs, Reinforcements continued to
errive at the rate of two to three dive & week, In view of the strength of
all three branches of the Wehrmacht at that time, a successful defemse could
not be counted on and the consequences for the whole West were unforesesable,
particularly since neither the Seine line nor any other rear positions hsd
been prepared for defense. Although enemy leadership seemed methodicsl and

slow at the outset, the enemy was, nevertheless, bound to succeed in view of

]

bhie superiority im every field.
4t this time Rommel no longer believed in = second major landing north of

‘-ehﬁsy:m#aumnmmnm
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ﬁ Field Marshals hed entered with great expectations gave way to a momologue
by Hitler, whick had haerdly any bearing on the subject.
The Field Marshals demanded the employment of the V weapon against the
beachheads, so thet the Commanding General of the V Wespons, Gen Art Helnemann,

who had been called to attend the meeting, hed to stress tbe incalcwlsble dis- |

persion of these missiles (15 - 1.8km) and to the danger that would result for '
i - the German troops. Controlled employment of V weapons against the invasion
armies on the continent was therefore unfessible, The employment of V-wesapons

(‘; sgainst the ports of Southera England, where all shipments of mea and msteriel |

to the invasion troops were handled, was rejected by Hitler, who stated that

bed in order to make the British people "desirous of peace'.
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units would be essigned end at what moment these units could be expected to
arrive. Subsequently Hitler spoke of the imminent employment of "swarms of
Turbofighters" woich would spell the end. of enemy air supericrity at the front
as well as over the ZI and promised an increasing employment of the V-weapol.
He said the situation in the Zast and in the Southeast had been consolidated and
indulged in parsphrases regarding the jmminent collapse of Bngland s a resull
of the employment of the V-weapon and t he Turbo-fighters,

The reported approach of ememy air force formations mede it necessary to
retire into the air raid shelter of the Fuehrer bunker and to conclude the dis-

cussion tihere. Only Hitler, the two field marshels with their chief of staff

and Gen Scumundt were present in the smaell room. Rommel availed himself of the
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cal situation, but Hitler would not listen to them,”

In view of the situation both field mershals polnted to the urgent neces-
sity of at lest modifying the policy toward France and especially discontinuing
the Sauckel - Action (Tranelator's note; ILabor comscription program) and t he
rule of the 8D (Trauslator's note: Security service of the §3). Hitler rejec-
ted these ideas too.

The coanference had lasted from 0900 to 1600 hours, with a short interrup-

tion. The rift between Field Marshal Rommel and Hitler had widened and Hitler's

1)

suspicion, one might even say hatred, seemed to have increased.

Prior to his departure Eitler's Chief Adjutent, Gen Schmundt, who nad been

|

impressed by the Field Marshal's repeated warnings that the High Command's lacked

front experience, instructed the Chlef of Staff of A Gp B to make preparations _
for & f;sa oy ﬁtl.gr on zg M, o La Roche Guyon or eny other
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worth mentioning. The hit whick occurred in the proximity of the Fuekrer
bunker had no effect and csused no casualties.

In proportion to the effort expended the effect of t he miracle wespon" was
aegligibles Intelligence and PoW statements confirmed that similer observat-
ions had also been made 2s to the effect on the British Isles.

The result of the conference with the Fuehrer was unsstisfactory from &
military, political and personal point of view. Hitler and Jodl failed to live

@ up to their promises coscerning the assignment of reserves, especislly of air

orce units, Contrary to Hitler's confident statement of 17 Jun, the Soviets
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& suggestion to evacuste the Orne bridgehesd at Caen where excellent combat
elemente were being relentlesely manihileted, In order to overcome the gradu=
elly developing crieie of the dbattle st Caen sud to restore the eituation, II
S5 Pz Corps was brought in from Hungery; however it hed to be detrained, perte
of it even east of Paris, and had to continue by road, It wes placed under the
command of the Pz Gp Weet which had been committed agein and which, the concen=
trated forces of I1I Pz Corpe was to thrust into the deep flank snd the rear
of the enemy forcee fighting at Ceen and to cut off the British from the ses
end then to annihilate them, ﬁa’wa'm'zr. dus to the development of the situation

b sifectivenese of the enemy weapons, the attack could not be carried out

in the comcentrated manner necessary to achisve a decisive success, It had mot
Cate sibiie. faw 1ve, the pz dive of T S§ Pz Corps snd XKKLVII
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Signs of attrition rapidly became noticeable in this new corps too.

It had been the command's intentlon to relieve the pz divs by inf divs in
order to employ the pz dive in mobile warfare, if possible on an operaticnal
scale, This was, of course, contrary to Hitler's pronivitive order and his
directive according to which every inch of ground had to be held. Nevertheless
en effort wes made to reslize the afore-mentioned plen, but nothing could be
accomplighed due to the inadequate combat efficienmcy of the inf dive and to
the aggravetion of the situation,

After the capture of Cherbourg by First US Army, the other point of main

effort at the invasion froat was the area St Lo - Carantan. Here the American

Givs tried to take the line Cowtance - St Lo in order to taus gain a fevorable
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was prevented by throwing the last reserves into the battle snd by the except-
ional bravery of the defenders. After their efforts at Csen the British re-
grouped their forces and moved them into assembly positions. Eacdio silence
and smoke screening prevented any ground reconnaissance snd the few reconnais-
sance planes which managed to take off were unable to penetrate behind the
smoke screen. Thue, once more, it was made imposeible for the commend to pro-
perly estimate the situation. Some local attacks were made, apparently to improve
positions,

On 1& Jul the enemy launched his major attack. The point of mein effort

was east of t he Orne. The attack was preceded by a concentrated barrage fired

by ell types of artillery, which lasted for seversl hours, and in addition by
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de Gorges and the western coast, They were stopped after they bad made galus

up to & depth of five kms In the western part of Cotentin fighting of a merely
local character at first took place; on the obther hand, the Americans were con-
centrating their forces in the area of St Lo and between Vire and Taute. During
the night from 18 to 19 Jul the enemy through sn eaveloping attack succeeded in
taking the ruins of St Lo, the site of the command post of LXXXIV Inf Corps, which
wes in command in this sector. The commanding gemeral, Gen Art Erich Hercks, who
in the course of the Russian campe

2ign had already lost a leg, wes killed in the
front line. After the capture of St Lo the enemy shifted his point of main effort
to the area west of the Vire and, on 24 Jul, after an indescridebly heavy barrage,
T e which was to bring about the collapse of the front Dot

6 break-through began to take s
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Avranches toward the heart of Frence; elements of Second British Army were
expected to join the Americans st the western wing,

An offensive operation to clear the enemy out of Normandy, such as nad
been ordered by Hitler, was now out of the question. It appeared doubtful
‘wether the invading forces could be sesled off,

On 12 Jul the CiC of A Gp reported that, the enemy had already nearly
accomplished its objectives, wearing down the German forces., Genfldm Rommel's
report of 15 Jul on the situation, which was in the gature of an ultimatunm,
will be discussed st & later siage.

&
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The Political Ivents

The tactical and strategic development of the situation up to 24 Jul has
been discmesed first because it is the basis for an evalustion of the politi-
cal events and the changee in personnel which took place during this period.

During the daye following the discussion in Margival the CiC and the
chief of staff of A Gp informed the CiCs of the subordinate armies as well
a8 several commnding genersls, divisionsl mmandaré and chiefs of staffs
‘on the result of the conference with the Fuehrer and on the conclusions which
bad to De drewn therefrom, Genflim Roumel informed the individual commanders

more or lees outspokenly, depending upon their respective political leanings,

~ that as & result of the military eveats it mizht become cecessary for the Wehr—
. dspesiantiy 1 the Vask, PR mamw. Ssssies Beiimts
R N ﬂmmmawﬁ
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Finckh, reported at 4 Gp's command post on the preparations which had been

made for the elimination of Hitler and on the planned revolution through which

the homeland was to be saved, He went on to report on the failure of previous

attempts on Hitler's life and on the preparations for another attempt which

was to be carried out at Berchtesgaden. Those present were informed once more

that, for reasons known to them, Rommel deemed it inadvisable to eliminate Hit-

ler by essassination and insisted, instead, on his arrest and trial before a

German tribunal, Rommel imstructed Obst Finckn to collaborate with the Quar- '

termaster General in making preparations for the coordination of all measures

B e A
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West, but on all fronts, and once more requested conference with Hitler., 0On

28 Jun the two field marshals were ordered to report at Bercatesgaden on €0
sbort & notice that they had to travel to Upper Bavaris by car eveu during the
night since the use of & plane was prohibited. The field marshals, who arrived
at Berchtesgaden on 29 Jua late in the forenoon, were not received by Hitler
antil evening. The conference was attended by many prominent personalities.

However the request of the two CiCe that the war should be ended in view of

the over-all situation was left unanswered by Hitler, who, instead, elaborated

luct of the war with the employment of new "mi-
pons"s In the same way as the death of the Hussisn empress influenc
me of the Seven Yrars 'rederic the Great, the new
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report on the situation to Hitler accordingly and concluded in resignation:

"1 also know that sverything is lost!® This statement appeers particularly
iunteresting because Keltel, vhen,efter 20 Jul as a member of the so=called
"Court of Honor of the German Wehrmacht, " He tried his old comredes and sx-
pelied them from the Wehrmacht, He had completely changed his miné in regerd to
the estimate of the situation,

The field marshals returned to their respective coumand posts without

baving accomplished anything, -

Meanwhile Seventh Army hed lost its commender, On 29 Jun Genobst Dolle
mann, who nad untiringly attended to his duties day ard night, succumbed to
heert feilure, He never knew that Hitler had demanded his recall, Tne Command-
wwn of 1I ssrzem-, S8 Cgruf Heuser, was ordered o teke over hie

‘prior to this decision. Hausser had to leavs

i) Ly
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8t Germaln with a letter and the osk leaf cluster to bhe Enigpt's Cross of

Iron Crossy When Rundstedt, on 4 Jul, bade farewell to Rommel in Ls Roche Guyon,

he said that he wae grateful thet ke would not nave to witnees the catestrophe

in a position of command.

-On 5 Jul the CiC of Pz Gp West, Gen Pz Freiherr Geyr von Schweppenburg, wes
without previous motice, relieved of his command and replaced by Gen Pz Heins
¥berbach. The Pz Gp West was now called ¥Fifth Pz Army.

Gen Pz Jreinerr von Geyr was held respousible for the failure of the coun~
terattack which had been launched by II §S Pz Corpss According to informastion
Yeceived by telephone, Hitler reprosched him with increasing defeatism, After
the failure of the attack, Freiherr von Geyr had submitted a clear estimste of
the situation, in adaition he had suggeste




- - o pony
MS v C-017
' ment he was & perticularly valuable leader,

Contrary to the expectations of both oificere and men in the West, the CB
Weet, Genfldm von Rundstedt, was not succeeded by Geufldm Hommel, the battle-
tried CiC of A Gp B, who thoroughly knew the front, tut by Genfldm Guen t s e
von Xluges. Hitler's distrust of Homnel bad airesdy become too eironge
Guentier von Eluge nad served with the srtillery and, at various Yimes, had
been active in all positions in the Venerz]l Etaff. During the Westeru Campaizn
1040 Le had particulsrly distingnished himself as CiC of Fourti Army; =as a unit
commander in his army, Rommel carried out the famous drive of khis "Ghost Division"
towerd tl;e ses, as CiC of A Gp Center in the Zast von Kluge hed provesn bimeelf
an exceptionally resourceful and determined soldier. He was a Prussian officer,
ed, ¢ : nmmaAmmui:"

A—od— -
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but hed elso been convinced that the events in the West were the result of
mistakes and shortcomings on the part of officers and mem. He arrived & & Gp's
command post ia the afterncen of § July. After a rather frosty exchange of
courtesies von Kluge addressed those present in the Selle des Gardes of la
Rocie Guyon approximstely as follows: The recall of Geafldm von Rundstedt hed
to be interpreted as an expression of Hitler's dissatisfaction with the leader-
suip in the West; even Genfldm Rommel did not enjoy the Fuehrer's unlimited

M confidence. At headquerters, von Kluge wemt on to state, the impression pre-

d that, as in Africa, Rommel was too easily impressed by tke "allegedly
lming effect of the ememy weapons" amd tuat he was therefore imclimed to
ssimistic & view of tle

¥ Iy G
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ceded by discussions with the army cormenders and combat officers as well as by
gathering personal experiences and impressions al the front.

Great disappointment prevailed after the conclusion of tiis discussion, in
the course of which von Kluge had failed to refer to the over-all situation,
Rommel was particularly disappointed because, on the basis of confidential in-
formation, he had reeson to expect thet von Kluge, who had been in contact with
the resistance movement in Germany for years,would be more receptive to guestions
pertaining to the salvation (Translator: of Germany). Now von Kluge appeared
‘as Hitler's mouthpiece and expressed his opinioumsin the "Berchtesgaden stylet
without knowing local conditions at the fronmt.

On 6 Jul von Kluge visited the front in accordance with an itinerary worked .
mwaeﬁ he spent two days there snd spoke to sll commanders and troops who
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Hofacker was the son of the Waerttemberg commanding gemeral under whose command,
during World War I, Rommel had been awarded the "Pour le Merite" for the capiure
of Monte Matajur (Italy). He was & cousin of Obst iG Graf Klaus von Stauffen-
berg, who had alsc aonounced his visit to the chief of staff. The stress of
circumstances which made the action of 20 Jul impsrative prevented the latier
from coming. Caesar von Hofacker was definitely a politically minded man, 2
chivalrous and dynamic personality gifted with suunusually persuasive elo-
quence, In peace time he had held a prominent position in the steel industry,and
L) for mam years, he nad been the trusted adviser of Karl Helurica von Stuelp-

nagel. He was to provide Gemobst Beck and Stauffenberg with finel evaluation
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then twe to three weeks at best, then a break-through must be expected which
we will be unedle to cope with,"

Following hie report to QB West, von Hofacker waes to go to Berliu, to ine
form Genobst Beck and the other leaders of the resistance movement and to make
preparations for the coordinated timing of all measures baving to do with the
overthrow of the goverament. On 15 Jul he was to report to Rommel again,

On the occasion of the exchange of female medical personnel st Cherbourg,

- it had been established by Freiherr von Luettwitz st the sector of 2 Pz Div that
& crossing of the lines by delegates authorized to negotiate a local armistice
was practicable. This occurrence had especially aroused Hitler's anger and

suspicion,

&
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sanctioned Genfldm Rommel's ideas in general and stated thet his decision wounld
be determined by the result of the comsultation of t he front commanders., Rommel
instructed his chief of staff to inform Gen von Stuelpusgel on the situation, on
bis intentions and on the discussions with von Kluge, He was 2lso to mention
that Rommel was prepared to act even in the event thet von Kluge should refuse

to gqllabo:fq,ts. The briefing took place in Paris late in the evening of 13 Jul.
The military commsnder md just received word that the socislist lesders of the
resistance movement in Berlin had been arrested and that this might meke immediate

action imperative. He suggested to await Hofacker's return. Preparetions in the

‘area under his commend were complete.
Geafldm Rommel visited the fromt om 13, 1k and 15 Jul and discussed the si-
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diers had corroberated and supplemented the reports of the CiCs and command-

ing generals. Wherever the Field Marshal appeared, he was anxiously asked

— e

whether there was any possibility to bring about a chenge in the situation

through "some act of salvation’ by the military commanders., The Fisld Marshal
eXplained his intentions when he deemed it advisable and returned firmly coa-
Vinced that officers and men of all ranks had confidence in h i s leadership.
After sll possible sources of informstion had been exploited amnd aféer it ;
bhad become obvious that the promised reinforcement would never arrive and that
the ouly thing that Lad been accomplished was increasing 1ll-feeling and suspic-
lon, the Field Marshal warned Hitler once more, this time however his report _
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4

valéscents have rejoined the fighting forces., On the basis of these facts,
it can be clearly predicted when snd where the front islgoing to collapse,

In view of the fact that the enemy's strength is increasing day by day, while "
our own strengia is rapidly dwindling, the consequences are incalculable; they § .
will be decisive for the outcome of the war and may lead to catastrophe, The

Field Marshal concluded with & handwritten 'postscript: "I must reguest you to

immediately draw the political conclusion from this aituation_.
Rommel, Field Marshal."

Woen the report was transmitted, the word Ypoliticel was ommitted because

mm*wktm* mammtm mml
g " & - -_ﬁ-u:‘-_-
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l. The Field Marshal fully realized the finsl consequences of his decision
Yo take independent ection snd did not entertain eny illusione as o the sever-
1ty of the expected peace terms, he hoped however for & reagonmble understand-
ing and for a new political setup. Late in the evening of 15 Jul Rommel expres-
#ed his thoughts to this effect to Vz Adm Buge - thie chivelrous and highly cul=
tured man wes particularly close to him = &nd to hls chief of steff,

in these days, however, it wms to become cleer to all those committed to

the ides of salvation that & higher power does not allow ite unfathomanle ine

g- tentions to be thwarted by the planning and efforts ai humans, The act that

wes 0 save Germany was frustreted,
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i Mershal so seriously wounded that his recovery appeared doubtful,
The Field Marshal had been eliminated at the very hour when army and nation
needed him most. \

"The wound received by the Field Marshsl on the Liveroth road on 17 Jul b4

deprived the plan of the only man who could have borne the double strain of ci- §
.vil wer, It robbed the plan of the only man who had enough ingenuity to counterg

ance the terrifying simplicity of those who were to be sttacked. It was an §

e
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Genfldm von Kluge Takes Over as Commander-In-Chief

of Arg _Grou'g B
The 20 Jul Li

Temporarily A Gp B was without & commander in chief, Hitler's chief ad ju~

tant, Gen Schaundt, suggested that $§ Ogruf Hausser, who, only three weeks be-

fore, had taken over the command of Seventn Army be made Rommel's successor.
55 Ogrut Sepp Dietrich was to take over Hausser's post as PO PERE O
becane obvious that it was Hitler's policy to assiga o commending positions
in the West oaly st s
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Between 1900 and 2000 hours Genfldm Sperrle and Gens von Stuelpnagel
and Blumentritt came to the command post, Gen Stuelpnagel and Obstlt Dr
von Hofacker, who wcohpa.niarl the former, tried desperately to persuade
Genfldm von Kluge to take a hand in these fateful events, They pointed
out that, even though the attempt on Hitler's life had failed, Genobst Beck
had tsken over the command in Berlin, The eventual succees of the revolt,
which had failed thus fer, could be brought about only through the immediate
cessation of hostilities in the West or, even surrender if necessary,

Prior to his departure, Gen ven Stuelpnagel, through the security de-
tachments of the amy under the comnand of the comnending gemeral in Paris,
L o s LiiE) B scvexten the Bnies o8 Wik ?ai:lat

f Oberg, with his staff and the entire w, without f:

'..-‘ -%HMwwﬁﬁ& to the
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Gen von Stuelpnagel gave the pertinent instructions by telephone to khis
chief of staff, Obst von Linstow, who, meanwhile, had been approached by
Adm Krancke, Ambassador Abetz and others,

During these dramatic evening hours the situation at the Caen and St
Lo sectors of the front had become critical, CiCs and chiefs of al-taff, who
through radie broadcasts had learned about the events in Berlin and at Hit-
ler'e headquarters, telephoned for reserves and asked for further enlight-
ment on the situation, The chief of staff had to answer these questions
and to make the necessary decisions,

The Field Marshal invited the military commander and Obstlt Dr von Hof-

acker to stay with him for supper., The few persons who wers Mﬁ ate

4 1 i  F Bhe Uiiee wikvives
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ceuposed when the chief of staff saw him for the last time in the Gestapo
cellar of Albrecht Street in Berlim,

Genfldm von Kluge had received Mayor Dr CGoerdeler at his headquarters
at Smolensk for the firet time in April 1942; thisvisit was followed by an
sxchange of thoughts with Dr Goerdeler, (emobst Beck, awbassador von Hassel
‘and others, Allegedly von Kluge had, in 1943, declared his readiness to take
part in the overthrow of the Nazi tyranny im Germany under two conditions:

(1) Hitler's death and (2) his own appolintment as CiC of the entire front

éither in the East or im the West., While the second of thess two prerequi-
sites had been complied with since 4 Jul, the decisive condition had failed
ize, When, on 4 Jul, von Kluge became OB West, he was to take
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in the struggle ageinst Hitler, Since the Lord once promised Abraham not
to destroy Sodom if only ten righteotvs parsons could be found there, I
hope the Lord will epare Germany for our sake, None of us hag the right
to complain sbout death; whoever has jeined our circle has, by deing so,
put on the shirt of Nessus, The moral value of & person is proven only
if he is ready to sacrifice his 1ife for his conviction, "

Befora assuning his post as 0B West, ven Kluge had seen Obet von Eoese-
lage, who was, later on, killed in action, Boeselage had come to see wvon

Kluge to convey Treschiow's appeal to act in accordance with previously
(When, on 20 Jul
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assuring him of his loyalty, but slso to deliver a radio wpeech to be broad.
cast over all Germen radio broadcasting stations, While it was possible to

prevent the radio speech from being made, the telegram had to be dispatched,
though in a somewhat modified form,

.l!lt'ar 20 Jul 44, Hitler and the OKW's distrust of ven Kluge grew stron.-
ger; thils was due partly to statements which had been forcibly extracted from
those who had been arrested, Von Kluge's operational measures were not only
sharply eri:tiad.:ﬂ but even sabotaged by the "Obersalzberg" (Translator:
Eiﬂ.ﬂ:l residence above Berchtesgaden), Adding to the difticulties was von
:ﬁmis personsl opposition to the newly apnointed chief of staff, Genobst
Guderian, Wf. nmzﬂlwbﬁiwm had himself once nursed the idea of
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3, Feriod 25 Jul to 18 Aug 44

Avranches = Mortain

The Pocket of Falaise

When the OKW pointed out on about 24 July that the decigion in the West
would depend on successful defense againet the enemy's attempts to break
through on Cotentin, the pertinent directivs sounded almost iromical be-
causs it contained, once more, the order prohibiting freedom of action,

General Patton, CiC of Third US Army, which had Just ;_u':rived on Cotentin

and which the OKW had expected to land elsewhere, aimed ai gaining cpen ter-

rain. It had finally becoms imperative for the German Command to make faz-

ew of the complete lack of reserves,
ncerned, orders "to dsfend every
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Seine line for defense,

However, Hitler and the OKW could‘nct be persuaded to make & declsion.

When the news of the American breakethrough at 8§t Lo was received, Genfldm
von Kluge saw the most immediate danger in the possible lose of the base of
the western wing of Seventh Army on the Gulf of 8t Malo, He said Avranches
was & key point, which had to be held until counter-measures could become
effective, He clearly realiged that this was the utmost which could be dew
manded in view of the condition of the troops, which had bsen fighting an
embittered defensive battle for seven weeks, and also in view of the deadly

‘effect of the enemy air force, which, in excellent cooperation with the Ame-
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too late beceuse of the tremendous speed of the onrushing enemy armd units
and sir forces, During the night of 30 to 3l Jul 44 armd forces gf Patton's
army took Avrenches, The strategic bresk-through of tne enemy was close at
hend, the culminating point hed been reached, The cohesion of the front
between St Lo and the Gulf of St Malec wes dierupted, Combat elements under
the commend of gallent officers still served to hold the tide back, However,
it could be a guestion only of days or even hours before they, too, were
submerged, Von Kluge personally spoke to Genobst Jodl by telephone, he drew
the latter's attention to this battle erisis and requested permission to re
port to Hitler at once, He rer
furing the battle of the Me:

inded Jodl that the French Army had relifed
e in 1914, in: instead of meking a far-
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dutifally drew attention to the consequences which were likely to result |
from Hitler's order, he particularly stressed the fact that the Normandy
front opposite Second British Arny wes certain to collapse if the pzs
which had been the backbome of the defenge should be withdrawn from the
front, Again he sugsested strategic decisions, especially withdrawal and
defense behind the Seine and the abandonment of Southern and Central France.
Jodl bluntly rejected the strategic ideas advanced by A Gp B, and spoke of
an "annihilation of the cnemg in Normandy through the planned pz attack"
P and "of the certein final victory",

d of Gen Pz Eberbach was made up of
d 116 Pz Dive, and I §§ Pz Corps, compris-




..]_52..

NS # C=017 w350l

Not a single German plane however, appeared cver thelr spearheads, all of
them having already been attacked and destroyed before they could manage

to take off. Thus this pz operation was frustrated solely by the Allled

alr forces, which were supported by extremely efficlent ground radlo per=
gonnel,

In the evening of 7 Aug the pz divs, which had suffered heavy casuslties,

returned to their jumpeoff positions, Hitler ordered the remewal of the
attack on 8 Aug, The assault, which was launched principally by 1 S5 Pz

Div, was repulsed by US armd formetions and air forces which inflicted
heavy casualties upon the attackers.




Jul, The OKW postponed the decision,
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to influence the further course of events in any way, even by tylnz up enemy
forces,

After the failure of the counterattack, von Kluge again requested the
abandonment of Southern France and proposed to immediately withdraw A Gp G
inte the line Seine = Loins- ILoire from Gien to Nevera and from there extending
to the Swiss border near Gex, As far as the sector of the lower Seine was cone

cerned, defonsive measures had been prepared and ordered since the middle of .t

4s a result of the counterattack launched f e Hortain ares toward !



HS # (=017 ~112-
Seine and the withdrawal of A Gp G in order to establish contact eastward.
Hitler did mot concur in the sppraisal of the enemy's forces, The QKW spoke
only of "enemy armd spearheads”, which were Yo be put out of action by "impro=-
viged fighter formations',

Hitler still maintained a hesitating attitude and demsnded & renewal of
the attack toward the cosst by the badly battered Pz Gp Eberbach, although
the situstion as well as the fighting power of the troops concerned rendered
such operation impossible,

In order to induce Hitler to give up the idea of

unching this senseless
ttack snd to gain time, Genfldn von Kluge sugzestoed to the OKW, on 10 Aug,

E
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time; to withdraw 4 Gp G and to employ new tactics through which the still
avallable forces could have been employed more sparingly, When sirong enemy
forces wheeled beyond the line Domfront Alencon in a northern direction
toward Falaise in order to envelop the twoe armies in Normandy and when, at
the same time, other enemy Ifemtiam pushed ahead toward Paris, von Kluge
went, on 12 Aug, to the area south of Felaise in order to discuss the situat-
don with the srmy commanders and commanding generals., Since his radio equip-
ment had been put out of operation as & result of & direct hit, communications

Ay - nqnimssﬁ the chief of staff by mma;, hiin:ring whether it was con—

rrupted, 'ﬁm&m 5&1, acting on Hitler's orders, repeated-




-152-
NS # €017 «114m
available there were command headquarters and administrative offices of the
Jl
Tear area, but two divs of Fifteenth Army end two S5 treining brigs were to ‘:
i’ I|I
be moved up, r
| 4
On that same day first reports were received on the shipument of troops .5]:'
from Algiers; The Mediterranean landing was imminent, - ""_'
Bven now Hitler snd the OKW refussd to withdraw 4 Gp G, which was nade ' ;'
up of nine divs, the combat efficiency of which, however, was rather low g

because of their lack of mobility. They refused to believe that such a

landing would be carried out and that it would be coordinated with the Allied

operations between muwg Loire, B

On 24 Aug Genfldn von Klvgs called the GiGs of )
e e e i L L PR
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Teconnglssance duties, Moreover, it was obvious to everybody that the supp-
1y prodlem alone rendered 1t impossidle to hold Paris for any considerable
length of time. In 1940 idealistic ''as vell es material reasons had slsc prompe
ted the French to surrender Paris,

Meanwhile the concentric pressure of the US forces had increased, principal-
ly from the South and West sgainet the front Trun - Argentan - Purtarges, alth-
ough the British forces did not launch a major attack at this tims, German pz
formatiore in the pocket saw to it that a gap toward the Zast remsined open,
E __ Instead of strategic directives or perhaps even reinforcements, a teletype
"ing Hitler's sigmature, was roceived on 15 sug, Hitler attempted

eneay brosk-through at Avranches sad for &Q#ﬁﬁﬂﬁ!
uge, It vas ome of Hitler's.




-
{

(Genfldm Model OB West and CiC of A Gp B because he was under the impression.

‘able to properly discharge his duties as CiC,

e
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Aitler on 15 Mug, Oenfldm von Kluge now decided to order the breaking out
on his own responsibility.

In the afternoon of 16 Aug Genfldm Model arrived at the command post at
L4 Roche Guyon in crder to take over the comrmand in the West, No word on
Hodel's asnignment hed been received from the OKY prior to Model's arrival,
Up to this time, Model had been 0iC of 4 Gp Center in the Zast, his entire
front had collapeed on 25 Jun and he had been forced to withdraw into East
Pruseia, On the occasion of his new assignment Hitler had bestowed on him
the dlamonds to the Knight'e Cross of the Iron Cross, Model produced a letter
written by Hitler, in which the latter stated that he had decided to appoint

thet, due to the strain of the preceding wesks, Genfldm von Kluge vas mo lo

d attitude when he met Hod
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and death hy hanging, the penalty inetituted by Hitler for field mershels and
generels, would have been his fate, His son sad sonein-lew were teken into
"Sippentaft"* custody,

 In e letter to Hitler, dated 18 Aug 44, Genfldu von Kluge deslt with the
ceuees and the inevitebility of the collapse of the invasion front, In this

letter von Kluge stated thet the breskethrough at Avranches could not possicly

heve been prevented becsuse of the superiority of the enemy forces in all
three "dimensione" and edded that his own strategic suggestions had been re-
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Period 19 Aux to 5 Sep 44
Bresking out of the Falalse pocket

Withdrawal to the West Wall

The new OB West and CiC of A Gp B, Field Marshal Nodel, began his mili-
tary career as en infantry man and wes soon assigned to the General Staff,
At the beginning of the war, he had served as chief of staff of Sixteenth
Army in the West. In the Zast, during the embittered winter campaign 1941/
42, he ﬁlﬁtmilhiﬂ. himself as commanding genersl and 016 of Ninth Army by
bravery and an unusual ebility to improvise, In 1944 he became CiC of A Op
Oenter and remsined at that post until he vas ordered to take over the command

o,
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Tue to his unbelanced charscter he had, sometimes against his better Judgment,
subscribed to Hitler‘alidaolngy.

When Model assumed his duties as OB West, his attitude toward the members
of his staff and the CiCs of the armies resesbled the one Field Marshal von
Eluge had displayed on 4 Jul; he was prejudiced end reproachful, He gave the
order to continue the resistance south of the Seine, meaning the Falaise pocket,
thus insisting on the senseless ﬂ.c‘fonla of every inch of ground without rein-
forcements or relief, Only if and when this combat mission could not possibly

be carried out any longer, wes a withdrawal to the Somme — Marne line to be

()

effected and this line was to be held "under all circumstances", However the
Somme - Marne line had neither been reconnoitered nor prepared for defenss, The
el ould not be stopped in this way, Heeding the exampl

tions of the OKW, Nodel refrained from making strate

+ i 7

N A decigions on an :
il el - B a
)
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however, that Marseille and Toulon .ahould be held as "fortresses" and that addi.
tional troops as well as materiel be assigned to the defense of the two citiass,
The LXIV Inf Corps, which had been employed on the Bay of Biscay, was to he with-
drawn in "march groups' (Marschgrupren) across Central France in order to join A
Gp G, Due to the lack of mobility of the Germen troops, it was an easy task for the
US formaticns, which pushed forward toward the North, not only to exert frontal
Pressure on the retresating colums, but also to envelop and split them up,
Meanwhile the "Falaise pocket" had becoms daily narrower; the pressure exer-
ted by theUS forces from the West, South end Southeast was stronger than that of
‘the British, ‘ |
fwo ammies comprising four inf corps with a tetal of nine inf dive and appro-

n and subjected to consentric artillery fire of all y

ATe ol |
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Fortunately the Americen commend feiled to exploit this success, A thrust
2loug the uorthern benk of the Seine would undoubtedly have ensbled the
enemy to cut off end snnihilate the bulk of 4 Gp B, It wes due to the
enemy's fallure to exploit the situation that the Germen forces wers sbie
to escape cepture or ennihilation,

Under the locel command of Fifth Pz Army the crosping of the Seine
vae effected despite unimaginable difficuities and heavy casuaitieg ime

Tiicted on the troops by the enemy air force, which, at times, literally
darkened the skies,

Although hundrede of heavy weapons &s well as vehice
les fell into tne hands

Y, this river crossing, which took place




-152-
e

MS § C=017

= P
. 11lusion, 4 prerequisite of either operation was a firm defense of the Seine

line which however, for strategic reasons as well as in view of the comparative |
strengths, was impracticabdle,
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Toe Fell of P arlis

Even before First Army - comprising emergency unite and rear services which
were supported only by the following combat units; 4€ Inf Div, elements of 338
Inf Div and the assanlt bn of First Army ~ was able to prepare, at least to some
extent, the defense of its far-stretching front, Patton's army had already forced
a crossing of the Seine betwesn Melun and Fontainebleau, and its reconnaissance
cars patrolled as far as Troyes,

Below Paris the enemy moved forces to the northern bank of the Seine op
both sides of Mante and reconncitered in the direction of Bessuvals,

4 Gp G was still engaged in ramw& actions north of Orenge,
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On 24 Aug, 2 Armd Div (French) under the comrand of Gensral Leclerc er—

tered Paris from the South. The resistance of individual wezk support points
844 not last lonz, Cen von Choltitz surrendered thé city and became & Pw, An
ovacuation of the city at ar earlisr moment, coupled with the withdrawal of all
forces stationed thers toward $he North would perheps have been & mors advantage
eous tectical solution: 1t could however, at that time, easily have led to the
hanging of the commanding general, After the surrender of the city lodel brought

in an indictment against Gen von Choltitz, accusing him, in nis absence, of

cowardice and endeavored to take still further measures .agsinst alleged "tral-
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During the last week of August the Ilow of events had tremendously sccel-
erated and could no lopzer be stopped by any means, Fifteenth Arny took over
the western sector ¢f the front between the coast and Amiens; Seventh aray ab=
tempted, after it had regrouped its scattered slemerts zorth of the Ssine and
had been reinforced by 276 Iaf Div, which had teen trensferred from Fifteenth
Avmy, to establish & defense line between Sonpe and Cise; Fifth Pz Azny, Leab
while, covered the retreat of tke "wounded lion! Dbetween Seine and Soume,

The 1 Guards Armé Div(Br) succeeded in effecting a break-through toward
Auiens and thereby captured, on 30 Aug, in Deleux near Amiens the CiC of Se-

1@&&&1@;&#@33&:@% mamasm comand of Fifth Pz Ammy
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conteined an order to yield ground whenever it was necessary in order to avo ia
sncirclement and thus preserve fighting power, The armies were to "fight thelr
way back", mesning that they should only yield to enemy pressure, and withdraw
to the line of the Scheldt bridgehead negr breskens - Antwerp = 13t B
Basselt - the area west of Maastricht — Meuse - western edge of the Argomnes =
plateau of Langres (contact with A Op G) - Chalons sur Saone - Swises bordsr,
This line which was to be held "under all circumstences',
However, an orderly retreat had become impossible, The motorized Allled
-pies overran the non-mobile and exhsusted inf dive which marched in disorgan-

ihilated by the Allied armored
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for a fighting withdrewal aimed at gaining time to carry out the armament of
the West Wall., As & final VLR the following line was to be held "to the last
men®s Dutch coast including the Scheldt estuary - Luxemburg - western bordera
of Lorraine &nd Alsace,

F¥ow an unexpected "mirscle! occurred: The extremely strong pressure of the

pursuing Allies decreased suddenly, This could not have been caused by gsupoly

probloms because the Allies hed &t their disposal excellent supply lines which
they could use without enemy interference; also "the decreasing power of the

gtmkl could not have bsen the ceuse for this recpite becsuse new first — class
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Doring the brief period he worked with Genfldm Hodel, thechiaf of staff
repeatsdly had the opportunity to discuss the over-gll situation and the po-
litical and military conclusions which, in his opinion, had to be drawm from
1%, Model clearly realiged the hopelessness of the eituation, especially since,
in the field of foreign policy, events of particular importamnce had teken place
in the Zast and Southeast at that time; Turkey had sided with the emnemy and
Rumenia, Bulgaria and Finland had arrived at an agreement with the Allies, Mo~

del refused to approach Hitler because such an action did not fall within the

phere of his duties, He also rejected the idea of making a strategic decision
in the West on his own responsibility, although the CiCs of the armies as well

eatedly urged him to make such a decision. In
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Zhe Elimination of Genfldn Fomnel

In the air atvack of 17 Jul, Genfldm Romnel suffered, besides numercus
wounds of the head, caused by splinters, and injuries of his left sye, a severs
fracture at the base of his skull as well as fracturds of his temples and cheek
bones, As a result of a severe concussion of his brain he remained unconscious
for some time, When, early on o< Jul, his chief of staff visited him at the
Luftwaffe hospital at Bernay, he had resained consciousness, He was amxious

to obtain information on the critical situation &t the front, onm his soldiers

and on the events of 20 Jul, He discussed the political consequences, which
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On 8 Aug the Field Marshal, was upon his request, transferred to Herre
lingen near Ulm on the Danube w:re he was to be taken care of by his wife
and treated by Professor Dr Albrecht and Professor Dr 8tock of Tuebingen,
This measure proved very helpful; in his native surroundings the Field Mar-
shal recovered more speedily than had been expected.

When, on 6 Sep, his chief of staff visited him at Herrlipgen, he found
him in good sps;ru_u. His left eye, which had been closed, was beginning to
open, He hoped to recover within four weeks, or at least, to be able to take
up his duties agein by that time.

ng on the situation the Field Marshal said: "Hitler, ‘this patholo=
»ﬁmw,m now definitely become insar . In dealing with the men of 20
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regardless of the consequences and to accept any responsibility,

The Field Marshal realized, of course, that, in view of the suspicious
Hitler and the OKW, his mssignment to the post of CiC was in doubt,

The gquestion of Hitler's elemination seems to have intensely occupied the
Field Marshal's mind during those weeks; however he was unsble to find a prac-
tical solution., Three weeks later he told Obst Lattmann: "Immediately after my
Tecovery I will go to Hitler and tell him: oo meny millions of decent people

who Dbelieved in the righteousness of our cause have died for Germany, now it is

‘time for you to step down," One week prior to his death he remarked to his
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better than I, He wounld not even stop at that.®

The following partioulars concerning the Field Marshal's death are containe
ed in the report of his wife, Frau Lucie Maria Rommel, and in the minutes of the
interrogation of the former Genlt Maisel:

On 7 Oct the Field Marshal received an order by telephone to come to Hitler's.
headquarters for an "important conference™, Since, according to the opinion of
the attending physicians, he was not sufficiently recovered to travel, Gens Burg-
dorf and Maisel, ascting on Hitler's orders, went to Herrlingen on 14 Oe-'t.l After
@& brief talk between them and the Field Marshal, the latter went to see his wife
in an sbstracted manner he told her, "In 15 mimutes I shall be desd. On Hitler's
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perform en autopsy, saying: "Do not touch the corpse, all necessary arrange-
ments heve already veen made by the suthorities in Berlin®, I
Rommel's death was explained to his wife as resulting from an embolism, 3
On the ;‘:aae of the dead Field Marshal was an expression of the deepest contempt. \
Begardless of the manner in which Yommel's death was actually besn brought B

about, it is established by the statements made by Keitel in wuremperg, that

the order which Burgdorf had received was issued by Hitler personally; Hitler !
maintained the fiction of an embO®lism even when talking to his immediate asso-~ i\
ciates like Goeri

ng, Doenitz, Jodl and others,

The telegram to A Gp B read: "Genfldm Rommel died as a result of his r
omobile sccident®, This was & liel " | i
If ne reslly aid die by nis own hand, the Field |
* Becrasie sxecution® as s

A -

5 "
f:v_.
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fuehrer §S) did not participate (sic), he is deeply moved!® "

i

Genfldm von Rundstedt, represepting Hitler, read & speech which contained the |
pathetic statement; "His heart belonged to the Fuehrer. Ié.
Rundstedt d1d not attend the cremation which took place immediately afterw i

|
wards; he also did not enter he house of mourning in Herrlingen, To those pre-
eent, the old soldier appeared broken and unaware of his surroundings,

Several months after the state ﬁnun‘l'. Frau Lucie Marie Rommel received

the following letter;

‘The Director of Public Works Berlin Grunewald
Section German War Cemeteries. Lassen Street 3./31

ke

A ﬁ" e blaged,

Nz -
e

LI
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form of & large stone plaque on which neme and emblenms will be engraved, This

memorial plaque will have an approximate vidth of one meter snd a lergth of
1. 80 meters, The Field Mershal's highest decoration will sppear above the
inscription.

1 have considered 1t appropriate to use the figure of a lion to symbélige
the Field Marshal's courage and greatness, Professor Thorak has prepared a
ode lion, while Professor Brecker snd another sculptar, Herr Loeh=

‘ner have worked out models of a rosring lion and a lion about {0 attack, re-
settv el

y. I have chosen Loehner's model becavse, in my opintoa. it is most

umm firem thvgy idta Vo sidlemy F“- LT
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h Throughout Germany the rumor spread; "Our Rozmel did not die & natural \
death, Hitler has killed him, .
The reasons way H i tl er had ordered Field Marshal Rone .
mel's elimination can be traced back to the African campaign end -I‘l-
y even more s8¢ to the events of the e&rly“ summar 1944, +
The development of the Field Marshal's political attitude accordingly is ';
important, ﬂf

Gosbbels, in the weskly periodical "Das Heich", once called Bommel ome of

the first SA leaders; but Bommel n e v e r left fhe Army and was therefore

never & member of the SA, i "
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At the outset, Rommel did not i-ealise.tl;at wat is not merely a military b
event, but principally a political and diplomatic matter., Following the con ]..' .
clusion of the Western Campaign, Rommel began to view the Naticnal Socialist \
regime's conception of & state and its conduct of war with misgivings, These |
misgivings were borne out by many sad experiences, In the course of the Afrie ‘l
can campaign the Field Marshal had, for the first time, opposed, Hitler's dreams :
of conquering the entire world, Since that time Hitler distrusted Bommel; din i ‘;"'_
dealing with the German peopls, however, he continued to take advantage of the l' A |
Field Marshal's reputation as "the decent Bommel", Rommel gained experience 1
ot only in ‘the political and military sphere but also in the humanitariensphere.
o S, N _ |'k-.

ime which degraded the state and the




HS # C-0L7

-l 3

dod that the necessary conclusions were &rewn, Since he was sware of the fallu.
re of all his arganents to convince Hitler and since he valued the dignity aad the
welfare of his people Bigher than his perscnal wellebeing, he nade preparations
for an sction sisilar to that taken by York during the Napcleonlc wars, Hisuler
axd his henchaes had, as revealed by the mimutes of subsequant iaterrogations,
20 knowisdge statsoever of his iatention,

It 1s trus that Fleld Marshal Romeel can perhaps de blamed for sot realls-
ing the Srue nature of Hitler's regise st an earlier time, However, whien he Den
cane fully sware of the gravity of the situstion, he strove with all his strength
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it 1s therefore unlikely that, regardless of what the Field Marshal declded
te do, on that fateful 14 Oct in Herrlingen, he would ever have reached Berlin
or Hitler's headquarters alive, Murder was the only political means Hitler had

to attain his ends without being forced to show himself in his true colors,

Niccolo Macchiavelli wrote 400 years ago: "The general who, through his

proficiency, achieved victory and success for his ruler, will necessarily en-
meuamamuxucn. the people and the enemy to such an extent
M&Mﬂmamhrmrﬂwomw. The ruler is forced
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According to Clsusewitsz, generslship requiree highly developed mental fa-
culties as well as "will.power” end "spiritual courage',

"Bach operation hes to be guided by a clear and simple ides,” As far as
tactics sre concerned, Rommells book "the Infantry attacks" is sufficient proof
of his talent for reducing complicated matters to a simple formula, He also
displeyed this talent while serving as officer in the intermediate and higher
eredes.

r with strategic planni

10y

ch he handled with e
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He also proved that he possessed the necessary stesdfastness in the ever
changing fortunes of the war and during the critical moments of battle. Thanks
to his sound judgment he never indulged in gelf-deceptiuz and this geve an accu-
rate fesling for the culminating peint of a battle and the climax of the war,
Moltke demended that awuthori ty and confidence should
supplement each other, Although Rommel was perbaps inclined to demand too much
and to be too severs, he had the understanding of @ true leader for his subordi-

nates, the gift to inspire the troops and, finally, that miraculous influence

which & commander exerts upon his troops, All soldiers sensed the abundance of
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the soldlers, Rommel, in contrast to hinm, posseesed thel faculty of handling
people and leading his troope which Wellenstein is preiged for by Schilierts
Yex Piccolomini:
" The ablenecs inherent in esch men

he uncovers, fostere and promotes,

leaving each man as he is, unchenged,

tut watchful when occasion doth demend

that then the man be Wellenstein; thue Wallenstein

mekes everything that others have his own,*

letes a5 a requirement of generalship that mind, heart

T of a general, Non videri, sed esse-
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but also humane qualities and inspired confidence, Without consideration for

himself, a Sparten in his way of 1ifs, he nevertheless did not despise the

amenities of life, Though not artistically minded and, sometimes giving the

Ampression of soberness and reserve, in his own circle he was a comrade among

comrades with & happy sense of humor,

Ty was ﬁ':.‘j‘anirhial; it ie 8%ill alive in numerous anecdotes;
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Since toward the middle of 1942, when the Western Allies began to prepare
for the invasion, they regarded this operations as decisive for the outcome of
the war, The technicel preparations with regard to inventions and their applie k
cation were extraordinary, The Allies calculated with truly mathematical pre- 2
cision what part chance should be allowed to play., The inventors and technicians
of two hemispheres achieved results which, up to that time, hed been considered
unlikely, Throughout the use of artificial harbors, landing and supplying ope- {3

rations were to become independent of the capture of continentel ports, The

"Pluto® pipe line across the Chennel, facilitated the fuel supply in & manner
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developments, X

‘Prior to the war, the establishment of an intelligence service in England
had been forbidden by Hitler, When, at the last hour, he finally changed his
mind, it was too late,

The US and British forces attacked with an overwhelming superiority in all
three "dimensions¥, Particularly the employment of their air fc;rce, which was
technically highly developed, well trained and efficiently commanded, provel de-
cisive for the success of the invasion and subsequent operations, However, it

must also be admitted that collaboration, especially between army and air force
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vacuum on the German side,

The great technical preparations and achievements wers not matched by the

purely military leadership of the Allies. It had proven itself to the highest

degree by the manner in which the problems of organization and execution of the

invasion itself were handled, especially with regard to the grouping and the

comm nd of the individual branches of tie armed forces, The unavoidable frict-

ion and tension between aliies of a coslition war has hardly ever before affect-

od military command in such & limited extent as during the invasion,

On the continent the Allied command worked methodically in regard to tac—
tics and m-aw. It was m.'ula& by Karnha& heht; princi
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for the cuteome of the war, It meulted in the smashing and rolling up of the
Western Front, It greatly relieved the Soviet Union from enemy pres=ure and
thus made it possible for the Red Army to score its successes in 1944/45, These
Russian successes must, of course, also be atiributed to the technical aid re-
ceived from the USA, The Rugsian model T 34 was equipped with engines made in
the United States, where, even before the start of the invasion, the monthly
production of tenks had passed the 2 000 mark,

The invasion will always be remembered in military history as an operation

of paramount inportance, especially in view of the fact that, for the first

of all three branches of the armed forces
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The unscrupulousness of the highest corf:mand was matched by its dilettan-

tism,

"Fuehrer" and OKW direcied cperations, during the firet weeks of the in-

vesion, irom Bercntesgaden, later on from Hest Prussia, Sipnce it was impossib-

le to maintain iiaison by air, wnis distence occasioned great difticui_t-ios
which surpassed those encountered by the much criticised German High Command
~ (OHL) which, during the battle of the Marne of 1914 was established in Luxem-
burg, While, on the German side, non of the military or state leaders was seen
8t the front, on the Allied side, Winston Churchill was among the first who ste
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slonz the line Pisa - Florence - Adriatic coast, snd later on, at the Alps;
in the West: evacuation of France south of the Seine while an operational
group (Operationsgruppe) wes being organized on the esstern wing; the pre-
cautionary construction of defense positions in the rear area and other megsures, Il
However, Hitler, in his uncompromising attitude and complete lack of sober ‘
Judguwent, demended the det"onu of every imch of ground at any price and the aban~- -r
donment of 200 000 men in the so-called fortresses, As a result, the physical,

psychic and morel strength of the front line soldier was greatly overtaxed, As

in the Eest during the winter 1942/43, the Cerman forces were gradually worn down, X
isive battle was to be fought without effectiv
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enemy's strength in the West. "No prudent warrior will underestimate his

opponent”, (Quotation from Goethe's Iphigenie), Lacking sense of propertion

and overestimating his own will power, Hitler continued to live in a world of
his own imegination and, acknowledging no limits whatsoever, he sacrificed the
flower of the nation through the senseless and asuthoritative manner in which
he directed defensive and offensive operations in Normandy, and especially at

Avranches,

An army ceages to be an army when it is no longer fit for combat, In former
wars, military and pgz.'ﬁ.icg; leadership, eware of its responsibility, used to

draw from this fundamental truth the necessary conclusions as, for instance,
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1, Manfred Romwel, born 24 December 1928 as the son of
Captain Erwin Bommel (later Feldmerschal) declare as follows:

My father, Genfldm Trwin Eommel did not die from natural
causes on 14 October 1944 but was liquidated by order of Adolf
Hitler,

My father Lad Deen wounded, his skull being fractured
during & bombing atteck at Livarot in France on 17 July 1844,
After treatment in g hospital near Paris he was brouzht to his
owu home at Herrlingen near Ulm as soou as possible, His life
was not in danger and the fracture could be considered hesled,

My father was atl2 to tske walks and I had been ordered by
my unit to place myself at his disposal ia order to assist him, |
to read to him and so forth, AL the time, his left eye was para~ ¥ 1
lyzed. He was sttended by rrofessor Dr Albrecht and Professor Dr ’l
Steck, both of tae Tuebingen Universi ty.

m.g well and taok 'braakfast
n e wg.lk until 11 a'ciﬂek.




Ia our first conversation my father had informed me as fol-
lows:

He had Deen accused of participation in the 20 July 1944 plot.

His former chief of staff, Generslleutnant Speidel, had de-
clared tha,t fathar was one of the leaders in the stienpt on Eitler's
11fe on thet day, and thet 1t was only his wound that had orevented
him personal y taking an getive part in the sttempt. The same state-
ment denaancing my father had been made by Gwielpnagel.
who committ ricide, or at least attempted to do so on his way
back from I‘rmce after having been relieved of his post by Genfldm
von Kluge,

In thin attenpted sulcide Genersl von Stuelpnagel lost an eye,
as T 8D, who took him to hospital in order to obtain
Later he ged. My father's name was
r Goerdeler ss future Prime
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